Building a Tasmania we
can all be proud of
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Change to a Brighter Future

The Liberals have the
Plan for a Brighter Future

Tasmania needs a change for a brighter future,
to build a Tasmania we can all be proud of.

Tasmania has long boasted the perfect
lifestyle – strong communities, sustainable
industry, and resourceful people. But
Tasmanians tell us this lifestyle and our
future is now under threat because of the
failed Labor-Green minority experiment.
Tasmania needs a change for a
brighter future.

Our Plan for a Brighter Future will:
> Provide strong and stable government to get things done;
> Make Tasmania attractive for economic investment and create
jobs, by delivering certainty and cutting red and Green tape;
> Get budget spending under control;
> Build a modern economy supported by our competitive
strengths in agriculture and aquaculture, mining and forestry,
tourism, and energy; and
> Rebuild our essential health and police services, and invest
in education to create a job-ready generation.

You have told us you want certainty.
You have told us you want specific plans
for the future. You have told us you
want an end to the self-interested,
backroom deals.
We have listened.
Our Plan for a Brighter Future will deliver
economic growth, more jobs, more
investment, balanced budgets, less red
and Green tape, and a brighter future
for Tasmanian families.
Even more detail will be released in the lead
up to the next election.
Our plan will build a Tasmania we can all be
proud of.

Will Hodgman MP
Tasmanian Liberal Leader
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Tasmania’s economy is on its knees and in the past two years alone,
8,200 full-time jobs have disappeared, health services have been slashed,
education standards are unacceptable, our police are not resourced
to keep communities safe, business confidence is at record lows,
businesses are failing, investment is drying up and the budget is a mess.
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Tasmanians are resilient and resourceful
people, but they want and need to be backed
by a strong majority government that provides
leadership, concentrates on what’s important
to them and that can get the job done.
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A majority Hodgman Liberal Government
will put downward pressure on electricity
prices by handing back the unfair carbon
tax on non-contestable households, saving
an average $125 per year. It is unfair that
Tasmanians are paying the carbon tax on our
electricity, when the vast bulk of our hydro
power is effectively carbon-free. In addition,
we have long supported the introduction of
full retail competition, which will put
additional downward pressure on prices.
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The Liberals understand that Tasmanians are
drowning under the spiralling cost of living,
particularly from electricity prices, which have
risen by a massive 63 percent in the last
six years.14
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The Liberal Team continually travel the State
to listen to and talk with Tasmanians. We
have seen and heard from businesses drowning
in red and Green tape, forced to shed jobs
as the economy flat-lines and investment dries
up. We have talked with Tasmanians struggling
with the rising cost of living, or who are
seeing loved ones fly-out for jobs, or families
leave the State. We have listened to and
heard from Tasmanians, especially elderly
Tasmanians, who are unable to get decent
access to healthcare, or who are worried
about their safety because of cuts to frontline
police numbers.
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Why change?

Tasmanians deserve a government that will deliver a brighter
future, and can build a Tasmania we can all be proud of

Cumulative electricity price increases

14  

Electricity Supply Industry Expert Panel, “Tasmanian Electricity Pricing
Trends 2000-2011”, April, 2011; Tasmanian Economic Regulator
media releases 10/6/11, 22/6/12.

The plan for strong
and stable government

Strong and stable
government

Tasmanians feel their future is under
threat and tell us they want a strong,
stable majority government that will
get things done, and provide certainty.

Tasmanians tell us the LaborGreen minority experiment has
failed, and that good decisionmaking has stalled.

Only the Liberals can provide the strong
and stable majority government
Tasmania needs.

Labor has no vision or plan for
the future. They are captive
to the Greens and their antieverything attitude to economic
growth and jobs.

Unlike Labor, we promised to do no deals
with the Greens. And unlike Labor, our
record shows that we can be trusted to
not do deals with the Greens.
Importantly, only the Liberals are in
a position to govern in majority.
A vote for Labor will be a vote for another
Labor-Green minority government.

A strong and stable government:
Getting things done

Getting things done
In Government, we will put
Tasmania’s interests first,
and get things done.
Tasmanians are fed up with the indecisive
and self-interested Labor-Green minority
Government that has failed to act on the
significant economic issues facing the State.
Labor are captive to the Greens, and have
no vision or plan for Tasmania’s future.
In contrast, a strong majority Hodgman
Liberal Government will:
> P ut up the “open for business” sign from
day one;
>	Get development happening again with
one state-wide planning scheme.

	Tasmania’s archaic planning system of
36 separate schemes is holding our State
back, and is strangling economic growth.
	Labor has had 14 years to reform
Tasmania’s planning system but they still
can’t get it right, with councils now seeking
legal advice about the Government’s
interim planning schemes. This is holding
back economic growth.
	The Liberals’ Plan for a Brighter Future
includes a single State-wide Planning
Scheme that will deliver a faster,
cheaper, simpler and fairer planning
system, replacing the 36 inconsistent
planning schemes currently in place.
	Importantly, we will crack down on
third party appeals by requiring that
only directly affected parties can appeal,
neutering the power of front groups set
up with the express purpose of opposing
development;
1 

The 2011-12 Fraser Institute Survey of Mining Companies.
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> S
 ay “yes” to sensible development
that creates jobs, including tourism
development in national parks and
sensible development on Mt Wellington;

> Keep our iconic energy business Hydro,
in Tasmanian hands, to ensure that
Tasmanians can continue to benefit from
our investment in renewable energy;

>	Say “no” to more land lock-ups.
To provide certainty for our mining
industry to invest in exploration and new
mines, we will guarantee there will be
no more lock-ups. Forty-four percent of
Tasmania’s land mass is already reserved
and we say, enough is enough. Providing
certainty for the mining industry in
Tasmania will help it grow, which according
the latest Fraser Institute survey now has
one of the world’s highest “uncertainty”
rankings because of potential
land-lockups1.

>	Give our farmers a fair go, by backing
them, for example by striking a more
sensible balance on crop protection
regulations, and strengthening right-tofarm legislation;

	For increased certainty for our forest
industry, we will guarantee no more lockups, and require that in future, no more of
our productive native forests can be locked
up without a two-thirds majority of both
Houses of Parliament.

>	Provide job certainty to over 20,000
Tasmanian workers in all regions of
our State who work for the Tasmanian
State Service, by committing to no
forced redundancies.

The plan to make Tasmania attractive
for investment and to create jobs

Getting behind and backing local
Tasmanian business

Getting behind,
and backing local
Tasmanian business
A direct International Shipping
Service for Tasmania

Open for Business
The Liberals recognise that
stability and certainty in
government is critical to growing
the Tasmanian economy, and
providing the climate to help
business thrive. Business needs
certainty to invest, and a stable
government that speaks with
one voice, not two, and sends
a clear and unambiguous
message that Tasmania is
“open for business”.
Under the Labor-Green minority
experiment, business confidence has
collapsed, sovereign risk has become
a real issue and as a result, economic

growth and private capital investment
has dried up. All this is contributing to
a stagnant economy which makes it
difficult for business to survive.
The Liberal Plan for a Brighter Future
will address this by –
>	Aggressively pursuing investment
to create Tasmanian jobs.
>	Getting behind, and backing, local
Tasmanian businesses;
>	Stimulating the economy to deliver
growth and jobs; and
>	Making it cheaper and easier to run
a business by lowering the cost of
doing business, and cutting red and
Green tape.

Aggressively pursuing
investment to create
Tasmanian jobs
A majority Hodgman Liberal Government
will reduce the number of government
departments from nine to eight.
A Department of State Growth will
oversee the key economic drivers of
infrastructure, energy, forestry, mining,
and economic development.
We will create a high-powered position
of Co-ordinator General to act as a single
point of contact for businesses interested
in investing in Tasmania, and to cut through
red and Green tape to help facilitate
major projects.

Since August 2011, Tasmania
has been without a direct
international shipping service,
and our exporters are now forced
to ship goods via Melbourne
before they can be trans-shipped
internationally.
This has placed significant additional costs
on Tasmanian businesses, putting jobs and
investment at risk.
In many cases, it’s now more expensive to
ship from Tasmania to Melbourne than it is
to ship from Melbourne to key Asian ports.
It is estimated that the loss of this
service is directly costing our exporting
industries $20-$40 million per year,
with a much greater cost to the broader
Tasmanian economy.

We will free Tourism Tasmania from its
bureaucratic strait-jacket, establishing it
as a results-focused, stand-alone agency.
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It is clear that an immediate short term
solution needs to be urgently put in place to
address this market failure, allowing time for
a longer-term solution to be developed.
Accordingly, a majority Hodgman Liberal
Government will take decisive action to
address this market failure by investing up
to $11 million per year over three years
($33 million total), to partner with industry
to ensure the reintroduction of a direct
international shipping service from Bell
Bay to key Asian ports.
The re-introduction of this service will be a
critical step to getting our economy growing
again, and to creating jobs.

Backing small business
Over 38,000 small businesses operate in
Tasmania, employing more than 105,000
people. If we increased employment in the
small business sector by just one percent,
that’s another 1,000 jobs for Tasmanians,
stimulating the economy, the state budget
and, in turn, our capacity to properly resource
essential services in health, education and
community safety.

The Liberal Plan for Small Business
backs business to create jobs by –
> C
 reating a new Think Local First
Campaign to encourage Tasmanians
to think locally first, supporting
local Tasmanian business and
Tasmanian industry;
> Introducing a Local Benefits Test
for Government purchasing to ensure
Tasmanian businesses are given a
fair go when tendering for State
Government contracts;
> A New Market Expansion Program
to support innovation and assist business
to expand their markets; and
> A pilot Mentoring, Training and
Support program to help small
business thrive in the rapidly changing
business environment.

Stimulating the economy to
create growth and jobs

Investment and growth: Providing certainty
and cutting red and Green tape

$270 million
Economic
Stimulus Package

Making it cheaper
and easier to run
a business

While the Premier’s response
to stimulate our crippled
economy is to tell Tasmanians
to spend money they don’t
have, in contrast, a majority
Hodgman Liberal Government
will stimulate the economy
to create investment and
new jobs.
In our 2012/13 Alternative
Budget, The Roadmap to
Recovery and Growth, we
outlined a $270 million
Economic Stimulus Package,
which included –

>	Handing back the unfair carbon tax on
small business and household power
bills, to put $156 million back into the
pockets of Tasmanians;
> Rejecting Labor’s increased tax slug
on motor vehicles, saving Tasmanians
$70 million;
>	Doubling the First Home Builder Grant
and providing a First Home Duty
Concession, bringing forward $100
million in construction activity;
>	Providing a Trainee and
Apprentice Incentive Scheme,
increasing employment for
young Tasmanians; and
>	Injecting an additional $16
million to boost marketing in our
tourism industry.
This stimulus package was funded by
almost $480 million in savings we
identified in last year’s budget.

The Liberals understand the
economy and we understand
business. We understand that
the best thing government
can do is get out of the way of
business, and create the best
environment for it to prosper.
The uncertain economic and
political climate under the
Labor-Green minority experiment
has led to a massive loss of
confidence within the business
sector, and small business is
particularly impacted by this
slow-down.
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In addition, the burden of increased
compliance caused by red and Green tape,
and increased operating costs under Labor
and the Greens, has led to a further loss of
investment. Tasmania is now the second
highest taxing State for business in the
country, after South Australia.2
The Liberal’s Plan for a Brighter Future will
make it cheaper to live and run a business
by handing back the unfair carbon tax,
saving small businesses an average of
$500 per year.
We will also immediately undertake a
comprehensive audit of all government
regulations, with the target of reducing
red and Green tape by 20 percent.
In addition, we will legislate to require an
annual audit of red and Green tape,
and require that all new legislation be
accompanied by a Regulation Impact
Statement to ensure that the amount of
regulation is minimised.

State Business Tax Calculator, Institute of Public Affairs, as reported in the Australian, 7 January 2013.
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The plan to get budget spending
under control

The Liberals’ Plan for a Brighter Future will
get budget spending under control

The Tasmanian Budget is a mess
The Labor-Green minority government
has shown it is incapable of spending
within its means. The Tasmanian Budget
is in a mess.

Getting spending
under control

Over the past eight years,
the Government has overspent
its budget by over $1.2 billion.
This incompetence has now
led to a record projected deficit
of $326 million in 2012/13.
Despite the Premier’s tough talk about
austerity, she has not been able to rein
in expenses and waste, and continues
to over-spend.
The Government’s 2012 Revised Estimates
Report shows another $40 million
blow-out in spending, and fewer jobs
forecast than promised just six months
before. Yet the Government now expects
Tasmanians to believe it can turn
a projected $326 million deficit into
a $70 million surplus next year.

Shamefully, Labor and the Greens
have also spent every cent of the
Superannuation Provision Account
(around $1.5 billion), money
that was set aside to pay for the
superannuation entitlements of
public sector workers.
Future governments and taxpayers
will now have to find that money.
Taxpayers will also have to meet
higher interest costs as a result
of the downgrading of Tasmania’s
credit rating, reflecting the
Government’s lack of economic
and budget credibility.
In just a few short years, Labor and
the Greens have wrecked the budget,
and it will take a majority Hodgman
Liberal Government to fix it.

The Liberals’ Plan for a Brighter Future
will get budget spending under control.
Tasmanian households and business know
that when times are tough, you cut your
cloth to suit your means. For a government,
that means getting rid of the luxuries
and focusing on delivering the essentials.

Labor has wrecked
the budget

Last year the Liberals’ Roadmap to Recovery
and Growth identified savings of nearly
$480 million to re-invest into rebuilding
our economy, creating jobs, and rebuilding
essential services.
Our priorities are to rebuild and invest
in the essentials – health, education,
community safety, as well as critical
infrastructure, while establishing the right
conditions to help business grow and
create jobs.
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We support an approach that establishes
and maintains the right-sized public service
– one that the State can afford and that
delivers for Tasmanians, avoiding blow-outs
in the size and cost of government.
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The Liberal Plan cuts the number of
departments from nine to eight,
amalgamates backroom corporate functions
where it is sensible to do so, and reduces
the number of boards and consultants.
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A strategy for
responsible financial
management
The Liberal fiscal strategy for the future
commits to budget responsibility
by amending the Charter of Budget
Responsibility Act to include an enduring set
of principles for financial management that
our government, and future governments,
will be bound by.
The enduring set of principles we will
legislate for in Government are:
1. M
 anage the State’s finances responsibly
for the well-being of all Tasmanians;
2.	Take care of the future for the
next generation;
3.	Manage for the unexpected by building
a robust financial position;
4.	Improve services to Tasmanians by
creating efficiencies, and building
a strong economy;
5.	Allocate public resources to gain the
maximum community benefit.

In Government we will bring these principles
into effect through the development of
and a commitment to strategies that will
deliver the outcomes enshrined in the
principles. We will report on progress annually
against a clear set of objectives framed to
take into account the medium term nature
of the economic cycle, once the true state of
the damage to the budget caused by Labor
and the Greens is understood.
A majority Hodgman Liberal Government
will ensure Tasmanians know what their
government is doing with their money
through improved financial transparency,
including quarterly reporting for all taxpayerowned Government Business Enterprises
against clear and measurable goals.

The plan to build a
modern economy

Our competitive
strengths

While we should always explore new
opportunities, we must value what we
already have and build on these strengths,
not shut them down.

Tasmania’s economy has
been built on our competitive
strengths, which for generations
have created the jobs and the
wealth needed to fund essential
services. But the Labor-Green
experiment has abandoned
what it calls the “old industries”
in a futile search for the next
“big thing” or silver bullet.
It has destroyed forestry, and
is now clearly targeting mining,
aquaculture and farming.

The Liberal Plan for a Brighter Future will
build a modern economy supported by
our competitive strengths of agriculture
and aquaculture, tourism, energy, and the
resource sectors of mining and forestry.
By supporting our competitive strengths,
other sectors in our economy will
benefit and grow, such as retailing,
manufacturing, the service economy,
property and construction, as well as
the critical small business sector, the
engine room of our economy.

Our competitive strengths: Agriculture and Aquaculture,
Forestry, Mining, Tourism and Energy

Tourism –
1.5 million
visitors per year
Tourism is worth $2.4 billion to our economy
per year, and directly and indirectly employs
28,000 Tasmanians. The Liberal vision is to
grow our tourism industry to 1.5 million
visitors per year by 2020 and capitalise on
our world-class attractions and the positive
global attention of MONA. We will do this
by investing an additional $16 million into
tourism marketing, creating a new resultsfocused Tourism Tasmania by separating it
from the bureaucracy, and saying “yes”
to tourism developments.

Looking to the
future with energy
Renewable energy will be one of the
most sought-after commodities of the
future economy. With significant natural
advantages because of our high rainfall,
consistent wind resources and already
established substantial Hydro and windgenerating assets, the Liberals’ Plan for a
Brighter Future includes making our case
for a nationally-funded second Basslink.
There is enormous potential for Tasmania
to become a leading exporter of renewable
energy, and we agree with the Chairman of
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the Tasmanian Renewable Energy Industry
Development Board that a second Basslink
needs to be investigated now in order
to capitalise on our State’s competitive
renewable energy advantage.
The Liberals also support fully exploring
the conversion of wood waste and residues
from the native and plantation forest floor
into biomass and biofuel. This renewable
and sustainable additional downstream
processing option will ensure smoke from
waste burnt on the forest floor would be
significantly reduced, and waste from
forest harvesting operations, orchards and
farms could be utilised and converted into
renewable energy.3

In Europe and Scandinavia, conservationists are calling for up to 15% of energy needs to be produced by biomass.
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The Liberal Plan also includes passing on our
carbon free advantage to small business
and households, helping to make Tasmania
the most competitive place in Australia to do
business, and putting downward pressure
on the cost of living.

Our Plan will help farmers maximise
their investment

Cultivating
prosperity – a
2050 vision for
agriculture
By 2050, the world’s population is
expected to reach more than nine billion
people, and food production will need
to increase by 70 percent to feed them.
With the growing Asian middle class
demand for higher protein diets, and an
increasing demand for fresh, quality food,
Tasmania has a remarkable opportunity to
leverage off our competitive strengths in
agriculture – rich soil, favourable climate,
abundant water, enterprising farmers and
premium brand – to significantly expand
our agricultural industries and food
manufacturing capacity.

The Liberal Plan for a Brighter Future
includes a multi-million investment in
agriculture, and a target to grow the
value of sector tenfold to $10 billion per
year by 2050, backed by our long-term
Agrivision 2050 Plan.
Our Plan will help farmers maximise their
investment in irrigation with a $1.5 million
Water for Profit program, $900,000
for border protection to strengthen
biosecurity, deliver $800,000 more for
research and translate that research into
practical on-the-ground applications,
provide $600,000 to help farmers improve
on-farm productivity and sustainable
farming practices, deliver $450,000 to
support and grow private forestry, and
much more.

Our competitive strengths: Agriculture and Aquaculture,
Forestry, Mining, Tourism and Energy

A world-class fishery
Tasmania is renowned as a producer of
excellent seafood. The aquaculture sector
combined with our wild fisheries of premium
Southern Rock Lobster and abalone provides
an annual turnover of nearly $500 million.
The Liberal Plan for a Brighter Future
supports these sectors by providing them
with certainty and resource security, a
moratorium on new Marine Protected
Areas, improved biosecurity, and the removal
of bureaucratic obstacles to the expansion
of our aquaculture industry.

Strong demand
for resources

Federal Treasury predicts continued strong
demand for resources, driving record levels of
investment in resources and resource-related
projects in Australia5.

Despite being one of the most
highly mineralised areas of
Australia, Tasmania has missed
out on the biggest mining
boom in Australia’s history.
Our industry has grown at only
one third the rate of the rest of
Australia since 20064. Similarly,
the forest industry and jobs in our
regional communities have been
devastated by the destructive
Forest Deal and its process.

The Labor-Green Government ignores this
when abandoning what they call our ‘old’
resource-based industries, and they have
locked Tasmania out of world markets due to
continued sovereign risk, and uncertainty of
further resource lock-ups.

4 

Mineral and Petroleum Exploration, Australia, ABS Cat No. 8412.0: Table 4.
www.budget.gov.au/2012-13/content/bp1/download/bp1_bst2.pdf
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Already 44 percent of the State is locked
up, yet Labor and the Greens now want to
lock up a further eight percent of Tasmania
under the job-destroying forest deal, as well
as further restrict mining operations in the
Tarkine region.

A majority Hodgman Liberal Government
will strongly support and value our resources
sector. We will provide certainty by saying
no more lock-ups. Instead of abandoning
our resource sectors, we will invest and grow
our resource industries into innovative,
modern industries that all Tasmanians can
be proud of. We will give those industries
certainty, including legislative security for
our forest industry.

The plan to rebuild
our essential services

Rebuilding the police service

Frontline services
gutted under Labor
and the Greens
It is shameful that because of its
own financial incompetence, the
Labor-Green minority government
has gutted essential services
throughout Tasmania by:
>	slashing over 100
frontline police;
>	sacking hundreds of
frontline health staff,
including 287 nurses;
>	a reduction of 270
teachers and teacher
aides in our schools.

Liberals will rebuild
essential services

Rebuilding the
police service

Protecting those
who protect us

The Liberal Plan for a Brighter
Future begins the task of
rebuilding our essential
health and police services,
and investing in education to
create a job-ready generation.

After promising to increase police
numbers, Labor and the Greens
have instead cut the number of
frontline police by 100.6

We believe that assaults against
our police and emergency service
personnel are a serious crime
against the community, and that
the sentence should reflect the
gravity of the crime.

In tough times, we recognise
the importance of government
prioritising and properly delivering
essential frontline services.
We will cut the luxuries and from
day one we will focus on the
essential services Tasmanians
need and deserve.

Because of these cuts, Tasmania now has
fewer frontline police officers per capita than
14 years ago.7 Labor and the Greens have
also cut vital police support, including radio
room operators, cars and mobile phones.
Civilian speed camera operators have been
sacked (taking frontline police off the beat to
do this job), and police stations have closed
or have had their hours slashed, mainly in our
regional communities. Police say these cuts
could jeopardise community safety.8
A majority Hodgman Liberal Government will
immediately begin the task of rebuilding our
police service. There are clear links between
a visible and well-resourced police service
and community safety, and the Liberals will
ensure police are available to Tasmanians
when they need them.

6 

Yet in the 2010 election campaign, Labor promised to employ
30 additional frontline police, and the Greens promised to employ
100 additional frontline police.

7 

Tasmania Police Centenary Annual Report 1998-99 ; Tasmania Police
Annual Report 2011-12.
Sergeant Randolph Wierenga, Mercury, 9th October 2012.
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A majority Hodgman Liberal Government
will take a tough stance on crime by
introducing mandatory sentencing
for adults who assault police and
emergency service officers.
The new law will provide for a minimum
penalty of six months imprisonment where
the assault results in actual bodily harm to
the victim.
It will apply to assaults against police officers,
emergency services workers (including
ambulance officers, fire officers, volunteer fire
officers and SES volunteers), hospital workers
and child protection, community corrections
and youth justice workers.

Our Healthy Futures framework sets out ten key
strategies for building a better health system

Investing in education:
Creating a job-ready generation

Rebuilding health
services

These cuts have had a devastating impact
on Tasmanians in need of health care, the
morale of our health professionals and
the strength and reputation of our health
system. Many of the cuts have been
ill-considered and will end up costing the
health system more in the long run.

Creating a jobready generation

The Liberals recognise that Tasmanians
are entitled to receive at least the same
level of care as the rest of Australia, and
deserve a health system that is responsive
and accessible.

We have the lowest year 12
(or equivalent) completion rate of
any state in Australia. Currently
only 43 percent of young
Tasmanians complete year 12.10

The Labor-Green Government
has put lives at risk by
savagely slashing hospital and
health services, closing over
100 hospital beds, shutting
operating theatres, and slashing
elective surgery and access to
mental health services. In a nine
month period in 2011-12, the
Government axed 287 full-time
nursing jobs9 – more than one
per day.

Our Healthy Futures framework sets out
ten key strategies for building a better
health system and starts by investing $76
million into elective surgery to significantly
reduce waiting times for elective surgery.
This will deliver up to 15,000 extra
elective surgeries, addressing backlogs
and improving the quality of life of
thousands of Tasmanians by ensuring
they get their operation sooner.

Tasmania’s education standards
are simply unacceptable.

Worse, only 34 per cent of
students complete year 12 within
the expected two year time frame
of having completed year 10.11
Tasmania has more year nine students that
do not meet the minimum national standard
than any other state of Australia, in all five
categories tested under NAPLAN.12

Despite that, the Labor-Green Government
has slashed funds to education and is
continuing to ask our schools and our
teachers to do more with less. They also
attempted to close 20 schools in Tasmania,
many in regional areas where the local
school is the lifeblood of the community.
The Liberals recognise that investment in
education is an investment in the whole
Tasmanian economy. Our Plan for a Brighter
Future will create a job-ready generation
by extending our high schools to year
12, with $40 million to kick-start the
process. We’ll also create a modern-day
TAFE system and work with the University
of Tasmania to attract students from
interstate and internationally so that
we grow rapidly the direct and immediate
contribution education makes to
our economy.
We stand by our commitment of no forced
school closures.

Most disturbingly of all, according to
the Australian Bureau of Statistics, half
of the Tasmanian population are
functionally illiterate.13

10 

Report on Government Services 2013.
Tasmanian Qualifications Authority Annual Report, 2011.
NAPLAN national results, 2012.
13 
ABS Statistics - 2006 Adult Literacy and Life Skills Survey (ALLS) State and Territory Tables, cat. no. 4228.0.55.004.
11 
12 
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Hansard, 29 May 2012
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Liberal Policy Initiatives

The Liberals have the
Plan for a Brighter Future

Full list of Liberal policy
initiatives for a Brighter Future

15.	Refocus the State Service on delivering
the essentials

33.	Improving on-farm productivity and
sustainability with extra $600,000

1. Timber production reserves

16.	Transparent process to manage/monitor
public sector numbers

34.	Low interest profit-contingent loan
scheme for farmers of $250,000

17.	Amalgamate/share corporate services
across the public sector

35.	Restore international shipping

2. No more lock-ups
3. $40m education fund
4. G
 row education exports to more than
$400 million
5.	
Carbon tax free electricity for
non-contestable households
and small business
6.	
Additional $16m tourism
marketing boost
7.	
Separate Tourism Tasmania from
the bureaucracy
8.	
Establish Department of State Growth
9. Co-coordinator General
10.	Amend the Charter of Budget
Responsibility Act to include an
enduring set of principles for
financial management
11. Double First Home Owners Grant
12. Restore Trainee and Apprentice
Incentive Scheme
13.	Reduce stamp duty to first home
buyers/builders
14.	$76m boost to elective surgery

18.	Cut Boards and consultants
19.	Moratorium on Marine Protected Areas
20.	Basslink II – make the case
21.	No sale of Hydro
22.	Grow tourism to 1.5m visitors by 2020
23.	More self-reliant Tasmania - reduce
exposure/reliance on Federal assistance
24.	A 2050 plan for agriculture
25.	Reduce red and Green tape by 20 percent
26.	Annual audit of red and Green tape

36.	Extra $900,000 for border security
37.	On-farm renewable energy
38.	Agri-tourism plan
39.	Leave without pay/secondments to
private sector for public servants
40.	Extend all high schools to year 12
within a decade
41.	Continuation of native forest harvesting
for perpetuity
42.	New 20 year rolling RFA
43.	Proper management of forest reserves
(instead of bushfire time bombs)

49.	Two-thirds majority of both Houses
of Parliament to lock up productive
native forests

67.	Change the Wellington Park
management plan – remove Trust’s
veto power

50.	Require all taxpayer-owned businesses
to report quarterly

68.	New highly-specialised
Agricultural Division

51.	Local benefits test

69.	Strategic plans for each
agricultural sector

52	Buy local campaign

54.	Single state-wide planning scheme

71.	Support for a pulp mill

55.	Limitation of third party
appeals – planning

85.	Mandatory jail sentences for assaults on
emergency service personnel

72.	Separate emergency/elective surgery to
reduce cancellations

56.	No Tarkine lock-up
57.	Levy criminals in court

73.	Have the healthiest population in
Australia by 2025

58.	Reduce number of Departments from
nine to eight

74.	Deliver new out of hospital health care
programs in the community/home

59.	Reduce the number of senior bureaucrats

75.	Deliver supported self-management care
for people with long-term conditions

60.	Reduce spending on supplies
and consumables

45.	Tougher sentences for illegal
forest protestors

62.	Reduce the Government car fleet

46.	Innovation research and development
to add value to forest resource

63.	Deliver a more efficient
Integrity Commission

47.	Biosecurity Tasmania – special unit in
DPIPWE

64.	Balance the budget

48.	Bravehearts school-based sexual abuse
awareness program

66.	Make general government sector
net debt free

32.	$450,000 Skills Development Fund
for agriculture

83.	Full electricity retail contestability for
households/small business
84.	Rebuild our police service

28.	Strengthen right to farm legislation

31.	Agricultural Research
and Development Fund

82.	Rolling five year action plans in health in
four key areas

70.	No forced redundancies for
public servants

44.	Alternatives to woodchip exports
(biomass/biofuel)

30.	$1.5m for water for profit scheme

81.	Sharing cost of high technologies
between public/private health sectors

53.	No forced school closures

27.	Regulation Impact Statement for all
new legislation

29.	$450,000 to grow private forestry

80.	Private/public partnerships in health

61.	Reduce number of Ministerial limousines

65.	Improve the States credit rating
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76.	Partner with the Victorian Health
Innovation and Reform Council for
innovation in health
77.	Commit to retaining Tasmanian trained
health professionals
78.	Leanest health bureaucracy in
the country
79.	Three-year minimum guaranteed
budgets for hospitals

86.	Compulsory treatment for convicted
sex offenders
87.	Market Expansion Program to assist
small business
88.	Mentoring, Training and Support
program for small business
89.	No closures of Arthur-Pieman tracks
And more to come…

Tasmanian Liberals
Postal Address:
Parliament House,
Hobart, Tasmania 7000

Email: will.hodgman@parliament.tas.gov.au
Phone: (03) 6212 2191
Web: changeforabrighterfuture.com.au

