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Dear Ministers
In accordance with Section 36 of the State Service Act 2000 and Section 27 of the Financial Management
and Audit Act 1990, I am pleased to submit for your information and presentation to Parliament,
the Annual Report of the Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources for the year ended 30 June 2006.
The Financial Statements and the certificate of the Auditor-General are included.
The Annual Report of the Director of Energy Planning, required under Section 13 of the Energy Coordination
and Planning Act 1995 and the Report and Financial Statements of the Abt Railway Ministerial Corporation,
required under Section 31 of the Abt Railway Development Act 1999, are also included.
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The Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources
provides infrastructure for the social and economic
development of Tasmania.
The Department’s role is to support the existing commercial
and social structure and to facilitate new development that
will enable Tasmania to prosper. In pursuing this purpose,
the Department aims to ensure the effective integration of
the key infrastructure serving the community.
This comprises the physical transport and energy assets
|(for example roads, bridges and ports), the information
systems capturing, maintaining and providing data
(for example in transport, mining and forestry) and
the policy environment and regulatory systems in
which business is conducted.
A collaborative approach by the Department is critical
to ensuring the right outcomes are delivered for the
Tasmanian community.
The delivery areas within the Department comprise:

Infrastructure
• infrastructure policy;
• land transport safety; and
• roads and public transport.

Energy

• energy advisory and regulatory services.

Resources
• forest policy; and
• mineral resources.

• racing industry policy advice; and
• racing industry regulatory services.
These four broad delivery areas respond to the Minister for
Infrastructure, Minister for Energy, Minister for Economic
Development and Resources and the Minister for Racing.

The strategic focus of the Department is on contributing
to the achievement of the following Government outcomes:
• facilitation of a safe, accessible and equitable transport
system that enhances economic development;
• promotion of reliable, efficient, safe and sustainable
energy systems, and the promotion of energy efficiency
and conservation;
• facilitation of mineral exploration and land management
for Tasmanian land and offshore waters; and
• maintenance of probity and integrity in the
racing industry.
The following key strategic objectives will be used
to achieve the above outcomes of the Department
of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources (DIER):
• maintain and develop the infrastructure frameworks
to advance social and economic development;
• achieve stakeholder support for all our
business activities;
• collaborate within DIER and across
all tiers of Government;
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Racing Services

The Department aims to deliver a strategic approach to
the provision of both physical and regulatory infrastructure
through its corporate plan. The corporate plan has been
developed ensuring that all key Government outcomes are
addressed including those outlined in Tasmania Together,
the Industry Development Plan and Partnerships with
Local Government.

Annual Report

• energy policy; and

The Department also provides independent strategic
policy advice and support in relation to the Government’s
relationships with many Government Business Enterprises,
State-owned Companies and statutory authorities.

Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources

Department of Infrastructure,
Energy and Resources

• maintain and develop a committed
and capable workforce; and
• achieve best value for money within Budget.
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The Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources (DIER) continues to play
a leading role in the creation and maintenance of Tasmania’s physical, regulatory
and information infrastructure.
The Department is outcome-focused and achieves this by actively collaborating with key
stakeholders, sensible risk-taking and by adopting innovative methods and approaches.
Departmental changes

Tasmanian Road Safety Strategy 2002/06

Following the State election of 18 March 2006 and the
re-election of the Labor Government, the Workplace
Standards Division was transferred from DIER to the
Department of Justice. I would like to place on record
my pride in the many successful outcomes achieved by
Workplace Standards while it was part of DIER.

The Tasmanian Road Safety Strategy 2002/06 sets
the strategic direction for road safety in Tasmania
and a number of major initiatives have been
implemented including:

A subsequent internal reorganisation within DIER,
to better provide for our four Ministers, saw the creation
of an Infrastructure Group under Deputy Secretary David
Peters and an Energy and Resources Group under Deputy
Secretary Phil Harrington.
The changes are to ensure that DIER continues to deliver
the best possible services and advice to Government and
continues its focus on outcomes and achieving results.

Mineral Exploration in Tasmania

Part of the recovery is due to the stimulus provided by the
three-dimensional geological model of Tasmania, including
an integrated exploration database and a prospectivity
analysis (the 3-D Model).
The strength of recovery of the sector is demonstrated by
the fact that current expenditure levels have exceeded the
20-year, non-indexed, average of $11.35 million for the
first time since 1988/1989.

• enhanced licensing process for novice learner drivers;
• reduced urban speed limit of 50km/h;
• a review of penalties for the non-use of seatbelts;
• implementation of a Tasmanian Safer Roads program
to target locations of high crash incidence or high risk
potential on Tasmanian roads; and
• stage one of reforms in the review of Speed Zoning.
The current Strategy is now nearing the end of its life and
the Tasmanian Road Safety Council has begun to develop
the next Road Safety Strategy for Tasmania. The Monash
University Accident Research Centre has been engaged to
analyse 10 years of Tasmanian crash data (1996-2005) to
identify trends and ‘at risk’ groups. A public consultation
process is planned, to provide the community with the
opportunity to raise important road safety issues.
Based on consideration of the achievements of the current
Strategy and the analysis of Tasmanian crash data,
the Monash University Accident Research Centre will be
recommending strategies for action to address identified
areas of road safety concern. These recommendations,
along with the results of stakeholder and community
consultation, will see the development of targeted,
evidence-based initiatives that will be put in place to improve
road safety in Tasmania over the next five years (2007/11).

2006

The increase in expenditure is related to a number of
factors, including the acceptance by the mineral exploration
community of the attractiveness of Tasmania as an
investment destination.

• automatic loss of licence for driving at excessive speed;
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According to Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) data,
expenditure on mineral exploration for the year ended
31 March 2006 was $18.6 million, up 107% from the
previous corresponding year. Tasmania’s share of Australian
exploration expenditure increased from 0.92% to 1.58%
over the same period.

• introduction of compulsory carriage of licence;

Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources

Secretary’s Overview
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Review of Speed Zoning

State Transport Strategy

Speed reduction measures are nationally and internationally
recognised as a means of improving road safety outcomes.
The faster a vehicle travels, the greater the risk of crashing,
and also the severity of any crashes that do occur.
Speed management is a priority issue in the National Road
Safety Action Plan 2005/06.

DIER is developing a long-term integrated strategy,
examining how the transport system needs to operate
as a whole to support Tasmania’s economic, social and
environmental objectives. The Strategy will be innovative
in its approach in addressing both existing and emerging
transport challenges.

A Review of Speed Zoning practices in Tasmanian,
including a significant period of public consultation,
examined the existing speed zoning system and crash
patterns within the context of current research and best
practice. Feedback received from the community indicated
a strong support for change to the current system. The goal
of the Review was to produce a Speed Zoning System that
is safe and easily understood.

The release of a Departmental discussion paper has been
identified as a precursor to the development of a whole of
state transport strategy. While policy formulation, planning
and data collection in support of the Strategy has begun,
it has been impacted on by the need to finalise the AusLink
planning process. In particular, the outcomes of a Corridor
Strategy examining the strategic role of the National Network
has implications for a whole of state transport strategy.

The first reforms as a result of the Speed Zoning Review
were introduced on 26 October 2005, including an approach
to speed zoning guidelines that is more flexible and better
able to respond to community needs. Reforms included
a selective package of changes to school zones, including
40km/h zones for ‘stand alone’ kindergartens and schools
in low speed zones and improved signage for ‘low visibility’
schools. The provision of 40km/h zones for areas with
vulnerable pedestrians was also announced and a reduction
of ‘chop and change’ in speed zones in areas of concern
raised by the community such as Brighton/Pontville.

Core Passenger Services Review

Heavy Vehicle Safety
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In July 2005 the Minister for Infrastructure, Energy and
Resources released a report by Transport Engineering
Research New Zealand Limited (TERNZ) entitled
An Assessment of Heavy Truck Safety in Tasmania.
A key recommendation of the report was the development
of a consultative group to consider and advise on heavy
truck issues.

The Review of Core Passenger Services began in 2004/05.
The Review has maintained its commitment to community
consultation, conducting a series of significant public
meetings across Tasmania. These formal public meetings,
together with informal meetings and seminars across the
State, have enabled over 1000 people to provide their views
to the Review in person. The establishment of a 1800
telephone number, and the publication of information on
the Review’s internet site, has also allowed many others
to be involved in the Review process.
The Review has worked closely with stakeholders to identify
and assess the changes they consider are needed to better
deliver core passenger services, and how those changes may
be achieved. The focus with community stakeholders has
centred on the difficult issues of service levels and fares.
Parallel to this, the collection and validation of data has
continued to enable the undertaking of the comprehensive
review of individual services during 2006/07.

The Government supported this recommendation and as
a consequence in September 2005 the Heavy Truck Safety
Advisory Council (HeTSAC) was formed. As at 30 June
2006, HeTSAC has held five meetings. Its key role is to
provide leadership within the transport industry in relation
to safety initiatives and high-level advice to the Minister on
strategies to improve heavy truck safety in Tasmania and to
actively promote and assist with managing the introduction
of safety improvement changes.

The Review, together with other officers from DIER,
successfully completed negotiations with the Tasmanian
Bus Association on a new cost model for school bus
contract payments. This costing model will be used
to determine payments for school bus operators under
the New Service Contracts, which will be offered to
bus operators at the completion of the Review.

The Council has been proactive in considering high-level
heavy vehicle safety issues and has already made a number
of key recommendations to Government. The Council has
also been responsible for engaging TERNZ to undertake
further work in respect to heavy vehicle stability,
with the final report on this issue expected to be
presented to Council in September 2006.

The Inter Dominion is the feature harness series each
year and attracts attention throughout Australasia and
internationally. Every eight years the Inter Dominion
Series is conducted in Tasmania, and March/April of 2006
saw the Tasmanian Pacing Club host this very successful
event in Hobart and Launceston.

2006 Inter Dominion Series

In this regard, a number of initiatives were developed,
including: comprehensive drug testing throughout the
Series (100% of the winners and placegetters of all Inter
Dominion events), utilising both on and off-course
analysis; restricted access to stabling areas to those persons
with appropriate photographic identification; and the
contracting of local and interstate firms to provide security
services for the duration of the Series.
All these measures ensured that Tasmania delivered the
highest level of integrity ever for the conduct of an Inter
Dominion series.

Local Contractors
The Department ensures that Tasmanian companies
are given every opportunity to compete for the agency’s
business. It is DIER’s policy to support Tasmanian
businesses whenever they offer best value for money for
the Government. A total of 40 contracts valued at more
than $33.6 million were awarded locally during the year
under review.

Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources

Given the national and international focus on the “richest
harness race in the world”, it was essential that Tasmania
delivered best practice integrity for the Series.
The responsibility for the delivery of all integrity services
to harness racing is vested with Racing Services Tasmania.

In conclusion, I wish to thank officers throughout the
Department for their continuing efforts over the past year
and the enthusiasm with which they have worked to help
the agency meet important Government objectives.

SECRETARY
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Tasmania Together

Coordinating Agency Responsibilities
As of June 2006, the Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources had the
Coordinating Agency responsibility for those Tasmania Together benchmarks listed
below and is an active contributor to a range of other benchmarks.
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Goal

1

Ensure all Tasmanians have a reasonable standard of living with regard to food, shelter,
transport, justice, education, communication, health and community services

Standard

1.3

To ensure an effective internal and external transport and communications system that
meets and responds to Tasmania’s needs

Indicator(s)

1.3.1

Community perception of adequacy and cost of transport services

Goal

2

Have a community where people feel safe and are safe in all aspects of their lives

Standard

2.1

To ensure that community facilities and spaces, transport systems and private homes are,
and are perceived to be, safe environments

Indicator(s)

2.1.4

Percentage of people who feel safe on public transport

Goal

20

Promote our island advantages including our ‘clean-green’ image, natural resources,
location and people

Standard

20.2

To effectively market Tasmania’s advantages

Indicator(s)

20.2.3

Mineral Exports

Goal

24

Ensure our natural resources are managed in a sustainable way now and for
future generations.

Standard

24.2

To sustainably manage old-growth forests and to phase out clear felling in those forests

Indicator(s)

24.2.1

Area reduction of clear felling in old-growth forests

Goal

24

Ensure our natural resources are managed in a sustainable way now and for
future generations.

Standard

24.8

To minimise material consumption and waste generation

Indicator(s)

24.8.3

Percentage increase in energy efficiency by all consumers

Goal

24

Ensure our natural resources are managed in a ustainable way now and for future

Standard

24.12

To maximise the use of renewable energy sources

Indicator(s)

24.12.1

Amount of non-renewable energy consumed domestically and commercially

Goal 1. Ensure all Tasmanians have a reasonable standard of living
with regard to food, shelter, transport, justice, education,
communication, health and community services.


Supporting
Benchmark

Initiative

Activity Directed Towards Achieving Benchmarks During the Reporting Year

1.3.1

Transport

Additional transport services were provided for people with disabilities including
provision of new Wheelchair Accessible Taxi (WAT) licences

Supporting
Benchmark

20.2.3

Initiative

Activity Directed Towards Achieving Benchmarks During the Reporting Year

Mineral Exports

According to ABS data, Tasmania had an 11 per cent increase in mineral exploration
expenditure to $8.3 million in 2004/05. The upward trend has continued with
expenditure of $12.7 million in calendar 2005, up 55% from 2004. MRT data reports
much higher levels of expenditure of $25.8 million in 2004/05, up from $8.7 million
in 2003/04. The ABS is examining the reason for the discrepancy.

Goal 24. Ensure our natural resources are managed in a sustainable
way now and for future generations.
Supporting
Benchmark

Initiative

Activity Directed Towards Achieving Benchmarks During the Reporting Year

24.2.1

Area reduction
of clearfelling
in old growth
forests

The Tasmanian Community Forest Agreement provides that by 2010 no more than
20% of the area of old growth harvested each year on State forest will be removed by
clearfelling. This will mean that the target will have been substantially met.

National
Framework
for Energy
Efficiency

The Office of Energy Planning and Coordination (OEPC) represents Tasmania on
Energy Efficiency matters under the Ministerial Council on Energy (MCE). A major
initiative of the MCE is the National Framework for Energy Efficiency (NFEE),
which was agreed to by Ministers in December 2004.

24.8.3

Work continued towards meeting CAR targets for forest reservation on private land
under the RFA. Conservation assessments of 274 properties were undertaken and 230
landowners were in negotiations with the Private Forest Reserve Program at the end
of the year. During the year the total area of forest secured for conservation under
the program reached 32,296 hectares, about twice the size of Mt Field National Park.
Over 13000 hectares of rare, vulnerable and endangered forests were protected, and
forest habitats of 20 threatened animal species and over 50 threatened plants were
conserved in perpetuity. 22 perpetual covenants were registered on title and two
forest blocks were purchased, together covering 2840 hectares. During the year three
councils introduced rate rebates for covenants, bringing the total number of councils
offering such incentives to 14.

24.12.1

Remote
Renewable Power
Generation
Program

A subprogram of the Tasmanian RRPGP, the Residential Remote Area Power Supply
(RAPS) Program, was launched on 3 June 2004 with the allocation of $1.8 million of
the State’s $6.79 million RRPGP funding. The RAPS Program supports the uptake
of renewable generation equipment by remote households including solar, wind, micro
hydro and biomass generation. To date, total expenditure through the RAPS program
has been $0.75 million, and 64 homeowners have been assisted with the costs of
installing remote area power systems.

2006

The Office administers the Renewable Remote Power Generation Program (RRPGP)
in Tasmania on behalf of the Australian Government. The RRPGP provides funding
to support rebates for the installation of renewable generation technologies in off-grid
areas that will displace the use of diesel fuel used for electricity generation. Total
funding provided by the Australian Government to Tasmania is $6.791 million for
the period 30 June 2000 to 30 June 2010. Funding from RRPGP has assisted the
development of significant renewable energy projects in Tasmania including wind
development on King Island and a solar/wind installation on Maatsuyker Island.
As of end June 2006, total program expenditure for Tasmania has been $2.96 million.

Annual Report

NFEE consists of a comprehensive package of measures covering the residential,
commercial and industrial sectors, and is designed to overcome the barriers and
challenges that prevent the market delivering the actual economic potential of energy
efficiency. The NFEE Stage One measures have the potential to result in an increase in
GDP of around $400 million a year, saving around 50 peta joules of energy a year by 2015.

Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources

Goal 20. Promote our island advantages including our ‘clean-green’
image, natural resources, location and people.
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Output Group 1

Development of Transport POLICY ADVICE
and Planning
This Output Group supports the broader strategic transport
policy objectives of the Government. These objectives are
shaped by moves to adopt best practice in transport services
and infrastructure development.
The outputs relate to:
• Planning, development and review of passenger
and freight transport policiaes;
• Development of transport strategies to enhance the
social, economic and environmentally sustainable
development of the State; and

Key clients
The Minister for Infrastructure is the primary client
of the output group.

How this Output Group is delivered
Divisional staff primarily produce Outputs in this
Group with assistance from other Divisions and external
consultants. There is close liaison with stakeholders,
including other agencies, local government,
industry bodies and community groups.

• Development of regional transport plans and local
government partnerships.

Infrastructure Policy and Planning
The Infrastructure Policy and Planning Branch provides
strategic infrastructure and transport policy and planning
advice to Government. It is concentrating its efforts on
a small number of major projects, rather than spreading
its resources across many wide-ranging tasks.
The Branch works towards a transport and infrastructure
system that underpins the achievement of Government
Policy, including Tasmania Together targets, by:

Annual Report

• Providing strategic transport and infrastructure policy
and planning advice to Government that is based on
user needs, reflects international best practice and
appropriately manages demand; and
• Working with key stakeholders and frameworks,

The Branch has a lead responsibility for:
• Understanding and modelling of emerging transport
and infrastructure demands and needs;
• Creating an integrated approach to infrastructure
development that supports economic development;
• Creating a framework which supports an efficient
seamless transport system which links air, sea, road
and rail modes and land use strategies;
• Representing DIER’s interests within the Resource
Management and Planning System (RMPS); and
• Supporting specific infrastructure projects, as required.

to facilitate an efficient transport system integrated
across infrastructure, regulation and operations.

2006

Achievements Against Strategies
Identified for 2005/06
Rail Ownership

10

In September 2005 Pacific National (PN) announced that
it would cease intermodal freight services in Tasmania. PN
advised that without the State and Australian Governments
agreeing to a rail rescue package the Tasmanian intermodal
service could not be saved.

In response to the advice to Governments, two studies
were undertaken to provide independent assessment of the
strategic requirements of the Tasmanian transport system
and the economics of keeping rail operational in Tasmania.

Land Transport Freight Task
The efficient movement of freight is essential for the
continued economic growth and development of the State.
In order to make informed strategic decisions regarding the
land transport network and its connection to the ports and
airports, it is essential that DIER understands the role that
road and rail freight transport plays in meeting current and
future transport needs.
The following key tasks were undertaken during the year:
• Commencement of the second freight demanders
survey to ensure that accurate and reliable information
on the flow of freight on road and rail across the State
is available.
• Further modelling work on the maintenance costs
for rail and the implications on infrastructure cost
in shifting the freight task between road and rail.
• Modelling of the outcomes and impacts of regulation
and infrastructure changes on the freight task in the State.

Regional Integrated Transport Plans

• The Northern Integrated Transport Plan
was completed in January 2004.
• The Cradle Coast Integrated Transport Strategy
is currently being finalised for release.

Plan began in 2005, and a draft plan is scheduled to
be released for public comment in November 2006.
The plan is being developed in conjunction with the
Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority. It will focus
on the development of principles and strategies to
address key regional needs, facilitate integrated land
use and transport planning, and inform investment
and planning decision-making.

DIER is working on a number of key projects aimed at
better understanding the relationship between land use,
transport and infrastructure networks, and facilitating
improved strategic transport and planning outcomes.
These projects include:

Sorell Infrastructure Pilot Plan
The pilot examines infrastructure planning within the
high-growth municipal area of Sorell, which includes the
southern beach communities of Lewisham, Dodges Ferry
and Carlton.
The plan will:
• Analyse the current environment in terms
of infrastructure supply and demand;
• Develop alternative growth scenarios for
20-year infrastructure provision; and
• Identify structural reform issues for infrastructure
planning and provision.
The Pilot began in February 2006 and is expected
to be completed by December 2006.

Clarence Plains Outline Development Plan
The Infrastructure Policy and Planning Branch is taking
the lead on a project to develop an outline development
plan for the Rokeby and Clarendon Vale local areas.
The study area encompasses the bypass corridor from
Oceana Drive to Droughty Point Road, Rokeby,
and its adjacent land uses.
The aim of the Plan is to identify a future development
pattern for the area that is based on an integrated and
accessible road network, and which provides appropriate
short and long-term traffic management options.
Traffic management options examined include the suitability
of retaining the existing bypass road reservation in support
of the future construction of a bypass, and the utilisation
and strengthening of the existing road alignment.
The project is in its initial stage and is expected to be
completed by October 2006.

2006

• Development of the Southern Integrated Transport

Land Use, Transport and Infrastructure
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Three regional integrated transport plans have been
developed or are in development across Tasmania. The plans
cover Tasmania’s three major regions (North/North-East,
Cradle Coast and Southern regions), and all have been
facilitated under the umbrella of the State Government
Partnership Agreements process:

In the future DIER intends to bring these three regional
plans into a statewide plan.

Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources

As a result, both the State and Australian Governments
agreed in principle to the rail rescue package in December
2005. DIER was party to negotiations of a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) with PN which gives detail to
the proposed rescue package. DIER also began work on
the administrative arrangements needed to ensure the
return and forward management of the rail assets.

Noise Modelling
In seeking to better understand the relationship between
transport-related noise on linear infrastructure networks
and adjacent land use and development, two noise
modelling and mapping projects began in 2006:
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• Baseline mapping of noise levels along the State road
network to identify any areas of potentially excessive
noise impact on residents in adjacent dwellings; and
• Detailed modelling of noise levels along a key arterial
road in the Hobart area and assessment of the types
of treatments and costs that might be involved in
mitigating the impacts of excessive transport noise
on adjacent residences.

Resource Management Planning System Advice
The Branch provides strategic advice on initiatives and
issues within the Resource Management and Planning
System, ensuring that this advice is coordinated across
DIER’s portfolio areas, including mining, forestry,
transport and infrastructure.

Tasmanian Heritage legislation.
• Advice on the development of the Draft Air Quality
Strategy.
• Participation in two State and local government
working groups examining strategic industrial land use
and development in the Mersey (Latrobe, Devonport
and Kentish) and Central Coast (Burnie, WaratahWynyard and Central Coast) local government areas.
• Ongoing liaison with local government including,
advice and assistance on draft planning schemes
and planning scheme amendments, strategic plans,
planning strategies and development applications.

During the year, major initiatives included:
• Advice on preparation of a draft Environmental
Protection Policy for Noise under EMPCA.

Additional Achievements for 2005/06
State Transport Strategy
DIER is developing a long-term integrated strategy,
examining how the transport system needs to operate
as a whole to support Tasmania’s economic, social and
environmental objectives. The Strategy will be innovative
in its approach in addressing both existing and emerging
transport challenges.
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The release of a Departmental discussion paper has been
identified as a precursor to the development of a whole of
state transport strategy. While policy formulation, planning
and data collection in support of the Strategy has begun,
it has been impacted on by the need to finalise the AusLink
planning process. In particular, the outcomes of a Corridor
Strategy examining the strategic role of the National Network
has implications for a whole of state transport strategy.

Review of Road Hierarchy

2006

The road hierarchy provides a framework for the
management of the State road network by classifying the
various links in accordance with its strategic transport
function. A review of the principles and policies
underpinning the hierarchy has been undertaken. A final
road hierarchy will be completed and adopted following an
assessment of current and forecast future vehicle volumes.

Commonwealth Inquiries

12

• Advice on the review of the State Coastal Policy and

Following agreement by the Council of Australian
Governments (COAG) in February 2006, the Productivity
Commission began a major inquiry on road and rail freight
infrastructure pricing, which is to present its findings to
COAG by December 2006. On behalf of the Government,

DIER made a submission to the inquiry in May 2006,
pointing to the difficult and complex nature of the issues
and the importance of addressing them in the interests of
enhancing the efficiency of the transport system. DIER
expects to make a further submission later in 2006 after
the Commission publishes its draft report.
The Australian Government initiated an Inquiry into
the Subsidisation of Containerised and Bulk Shipping
between the mainland and Tasmania by the Productivity
Commission (PC) in March 2006. The inquiry was to
review the Tasmanian Freight Equalisation Scheme (TFES)
and the Tasmanian Wheat Freight Subsidy (TWFS).
DIER has been involved in extensive inter-Agency
consultation and consulted with industry and recipients
of TFES and TWFS. DIER has carriage of developing the
Tasmanian Government submission to the inquiry. DIER’s
initial submission has been forwarded to the PC in response
to the issues paper.
In late January 2006, the National Transport Commission
(NTC) finalised its recommendations to Australian
Transport Council (ATC) Ministers on a new heavy vehicle
road pricing determination to apply from 1 July 2006.
These recommendations proposed significant rises
to heavy vehicle registration charges (collected by the States)
for the largest and heaviest vehicle types (B-doubles in
Tasmania), as well as an increase in the fuel excise collected
by the Australian Government. DIER worked with the
NTC and stakeholders during the development of the
recommendations and in providing advice to its Minister.

The Passenger Transport Policy Branch (PTP) is responsible
for developing and delivering policy advice relating to the
provision of passenger transport services with the primary
focus being the bus and taxi/luxury hire car industries.
The policy is developed through consultation with industry
peak bodies and transport operators, together with
operational areas within DIER.
PTP also has responsibility for advising on significant
pieces of legislation such as the Taxi and Luxury Hire Car
Industries Act 1995 and the Metro Tasmania Act 1977.
PTP plays a central role in the development of service
contracts with Metro Tasmania, MerseyLink and other
bus companies.

Wheelchair Accessible Taxis (WATs)
The improved access and mobility provided to wheelchairdependent travellers by the WAT service represent a major
milestone in the development of Tasmania’s passenger
transport system. The availability of WATs will also assist
the Tasmanian taxi industry to meet its obligations under
the Australian Government’s Disability Discrimination
Act 1992.
The WAT licences were created, after consultation
with industry and the disabled community, through
amendments to the Taxi and Luxury Hire Car Industries
Act 1995 in November 2003.

Demand for WAT services has been strong. In the 2005
calendar year, over 29,000 individual journeys were
undertaken by wheelchair-reliant members of the Transport
Access Scheme. Each journey has triggered the payment of
a trip subsidy of between $10 and $16 from the Government.

There are unmet transport needs in rural and regional
Tasmania where regular passenger transport (that is,
scheduled bus services) are either limited or not available,
or where residents are unable to use these services for
various physical, age- and health-related reasons.
These residents generally rely on their own transportation
or lifts from family and friends, or community transport
services that are predominantly funded by the Home and
Community Care (HACC) program.
The RTS project’s formal objective is to improve the access
and mobility of people living in Tasmania’s rural and
regional communities.
A substantial body of research, analysis and consultation
have been completed, with the following outputs:
• A comprehensive audit of passenger transport service
provision in rural and regional Tasmania;
• The review of the relevant literature both from
Australia and other countries;
• Face-to-face consultation with transport policy
practitioners from other Australian jurisdictions
working on similar issues; and
• The cultivation of strong relationships with the major
Tasmanian providers of community transport.
Preliminary policy development has begun to:
• optimise the effectiveness of Government transportrelated funding and procurement arrangements by
securing greater coordination;
• encourage further improvements in the delivery of
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A further 17 WAT licences were made available in March
2006, together with the 2005 licences for Burnie and
Devonport, which were not taken up in 2005. These
licences have not yet been allocated.

Rural Transport Solutions

Annual Report

The 16 WAT licences made available in March 2004 and
15 of the 17 licences made available in 2005 have been
allocated, with most now operational. Specifically,
at 30 June 2006, there were 18 WAT vehicles licensed for
operation in Hobart, nine in Launceston and one in each
of Devonport and Burnie. A further two WAT vehicles
from the 2005 licence issue were expected to be licensed for
the Hobart areas in the second half of 2006.

A review of WAT services in September 2005 found that
the level of service provided to wheelchair-reliant travellers,
particularly in terms of waiting times, is much improved
since the introduction of WATs.
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PASSENGER TRANSPORT POLICY
Achievements Against Strategies
Identified for 2005/06

community transport so that end-users’ needs are
better serviced; and
• address regulatory impediments to the delivery of a
more efficient and effective community transport service.
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Metropolitan Bus Services
DIER continued to work on a number of fronts in relation
to the provision of metropolitan bus services. These included:
• Development of a new statement of Shareholder
Expectations that provides explicit advice to the
Board of Metro Tasmania about Metro’s function and
responsibilities;
• Working to finalise, in collaboration with urban bus
service providers, a service standards methodology as
a basis for the definition of core passenger services and
the future allocation of public transport services in
metropolitan areas;
• Preparing terms of reference and DIER’s submission to
the 2006 Pricing Investigation into the pricing policies
of Metro Tasmania undertaken by the Government
Prices Oversight Commission (GPOC);
• Reviewing GPOC’s final report into the pricing policies
of Metro Tasmania in preparation for developing the
required pricing order to regulate Metro Tasmania’s
fares for the period 2006/07 to 2008/09; and
• Negotiating an extension to the Metro’s existing CSA
contract to extend the expiry date to 30 June 2007.

Review of Taxi Industry Legislation
DIER has begun a project to review the major legislation
regulating the taxi industry: the Taxi and Luxury Hire Car
Industries Act 1995, the Taxi Industry Regulations 1996 and
the Taxi Industry (Taxi Areas) Regulations 1996.
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The 2006 review will build on work undertaken by the
Taxi Industry Review Group in its 1999/2000 review of the
legislation. It will progress a number of issues raised by the
Review Group, but which were not considered in the review
as they were outside its scope. The project will also look at
issues that have emerged since the conclusion of the review
and identify redundant provisions that could be removed.
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Issues being considered in the review include:
• taxi fare setting mechanisms;
• wheelchair accessible taxis (WATs);
• the interaction of taxis and luxury hire cars;
• the operation and possible regulation of radio rooms;
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• taxi areas; and
• administrative and enforcement provisions.

DIER established the Taxi Industry Reference Group in
December 2005, in response to the 1999 Review Group’s
recommendation that a working party be established to
consider the outstanding issues from its review.
The Reference Group consists of representatives from the
taxi industry and is representative of a range of interests
within the industry, including taxi operators, fleet managers,
drivers, regional operators, wheelchair accessible taxi
operators and licence owners.
The discussion papers produced for the Reference Group
are available to interested stakeholders, including members
of the public, and are published on DIER’s website. DIER
has encouraged stakeholders to make submissions in
relation to any issues raised in the papers.
The introduction of new legislation and associated
regulations is expected to be occur in mid-2007.

Advice to the Core Passenger Services Review
Throughout the year the Passenger Transport Policy Branch
has provided policy advice to the Core Passenger Services
Review project to assist with its progress.

Travel Smart Pilot
In July 2005, the Australian Greenhouse Office invited
DIER to apply for funding to initiate a TravelSmart Pilot
in Tasmania. Funding was approved in October 2005.
TravelSmart is a behavioural change program promoted by
the Australian Greenhouse Office. The principal objective
of the program is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
through voluntary changes in travel behaviour.
The Tasmanian TravelSmart Pilot project began in January
2006. The pilot was funded and managed by a consortium,
comprising DIER, Australian Greenhouse Office, Hobart
City Council, Metro Tasmania, the University of Tasmania
and the Tasmania University Union.
The purpose of the pilot was to measure the effects of
a series of initiatives designed to encourage first-year,
first-time students at the University of Tasmania’s Sandy
Bay campus to adopt one of a number of environmentally
friendly alternatives to single occupancy car travel – such as
walking, cycling, car-pooling and using public transport.
One of the key intended outcomes was the determination,
from the stakeholders’ perspective, of the costs incurred and
the benefits obtained from such changes in travel behaviour.

Land Transport Safety Programs
This Output Group covers the work of the Department in promoting the safe
and efficient movement of all traffic - including pedestrian, bicycle, vehicular
and rail - within the Tasmanian land transport system.
The main outputs within the Group relate to:

• road safety education through community programs;

The Output Group reflects the Department’s statutory
responsibilities for maintaining a safe and efficient
transport system and directly contributes to the Agency’s
Outcome of a safe transport system.

• school-based education programs;

Key clients

• road safety and rail safety policy;

The clients for this Output Group are all the users of
Tasmania’s land transport system.

• safety interventions on the road network;

• the administration and registration of vehicles;
• appropriate standards for and licensing of drivers
and motorcycle riders;
• traffic regulations; and

How this Output Group is delivered
The Outputs are essentially provided by Departmental staff,
with external providers being used as required.
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Output Group 2

• regulation of heavy vehicles, public vehicles
and rail safety operations.

Achievements Against Strategies
Identified for 2005/06
Road Safety Operations

A community road safety approach has been successful in
mobilising community organisations to embrace road safety
and to address important local and state issues.

Older Driver Handbook
The Older Driver Handbook is produced for drivers over
the age of 65 and aims to increase the safety of older drivers
on the road by including practical hints for safer driving,
a range of information about health issues, medicines and
drugs, the use of alcohol, car maintenance and purchase and
a questionnaire to assist in self-assessment of driving ability.

The Tasmanian Older Drivers’ seminars are designed to
assist older drivers to maintain mobility for as long as it is
safe to do so by refreshing participants’ knowledge of the
road rules, emphasising practical advice on road safety and
giving an insight into how age-related issues, such as health
and medication, can be best handled.
In the past twelve months 12 Older Driver Seminars have
been conducted throughout the state, educating about
80 participants. The seminars were extensively promoted
during Seniors Week and delivered through organisations
such as Glenorchy Wellbeing Club and the Hobart 50 and
Better Centre and the Kingborough Civic Centre.
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The community itself, by virtue of its expertise, enthusiasm,
resources and network, can greatly enhance the existing
programs and even devise new ways of tackling safety
problems.

Older Driver Seminars
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During 2005/06 the Road Safety Operations Branch
continued its development and delivery of community road
safety initiatives and education throughout Tasmania.

During the past 12 months 3000 copies have been
distributed to the public through Service Tasmania outlets,
doctors’ surgeries, community groups and directly from the
Road Safety Operations Branch.
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Road Safety Education and Awareness
in Schools / Education Institutions
Road Safety Consultants have been working with schools
and teachers to promote safe travel initiatives and assist
in the development of road safety programs delivered in
classrooms. Such initiatives include the Walking Bus and
Get Ahead in A Helmet campaign.
Road Safety Consultants worked with Illawarra Primary
School to produce a booklet which provided both parents
and students with important road safety information.
Contained also in this booklet was a map of the school area
which highlighted safe parking areas for parents to drop off
and pick up students. Consequently the booklet has been
offered to other schools in the Kingborough Municipality
to adapt to suit their own needs.
Pre Driver Awareness continues in secondary schools and
colleges statewide. Road Safety Consultants work with
schools and teaching staff to develop a structure that meets
the needs of the school and students. The Road Safety
Operations Branch has been redeveloping a resource aimed
at Year 9-10 students or those who are pre-learners.
The resource has been developed with other key educational
and health stakeholders to address the behaviour and
attitudes of young people before they begin to drive.
The resource will be available to all schools in 2006/07
accompanied by professional development for teachers to
deliver the program.
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A partnership between the Launceston City Council, DIER
and TAFE Tasmania has resulted in the development of
a teaching resource targeting recently arrived adult
migrants and refugees. The resource, Getting Around
Safely, uses road safety information relating to pedestrian
and cycling safety as part of core lessons in the Adult
Migrant English Services’ program. The teaching resource
will be launched in July 2006.

Keys Please seminars for learner drivers
and their supervisors

2006

In 2005/06 Road Safety Consultants conducted a number
of Keys Please seminars around the State. The sessions
target learner drivers and their supervisors with the aim of
educating the supervisor to provide a learning environment
that allows the learner to experience a wide range of driving
conditions and to assist them and their supervisor to develop
a relationship that maximises learning outcomes as outlined
in the Supervisor’s Handbook.
The Keys Please presentation includes information on:
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• Recent changes to the learner and provisional
licence systems;

• The risks that novice drivers face as they make
the transition to solo/provisional driver; and
• How to go about gaining as much experience
as possible in all types of road, weather and
traffic conditions.
A free information kit is provided with resources to help
both the learner and supervisory driver.

Prescribed First Year Offenders’ Courses
Over the past 12 months the Road Safety Operations
Branch has conducted 20 Prescribed First Year Offenders’
Education sessions across the state. The courses are for
first year drivers convicted of drink driving offences.
Individuals attending the sessions are referred by the
Magistrates Court. A satisfactory standard of attendance
and participation is a condition of licence reissue.
The session structure involves a comprehensive session
conducted by the Road Safety Operations Branch.
Content covered is determined by the Road Safety
Consultant, but is often based on the document,
Alcohol and Your Responsibilities as a Driver.
Topics revolve around the financial, legal and social
consequences of drink driving, responsible consumption
of alcohol, how to calculate blood alcohol content (BAC)
and practical strategies to prevent drink driving, such as
using public transport or appointing a designated
alcohol-free driver.

Speed Awareness
Several programs and initiatives have been conducted
throughout the state, aimed at educating drivers to the
dangers of high and low level speeding, including:
• The use of a speed trailer to inform motorists of their
speed in high risk areas such as school zones and busy
pedestrian areas.
• The Remember Me (when you speed) campaign in
Brighton, targeting young male drivers and high speeds.
• A ‘Reserved Seating’ program throughout Glenorchy
highlighting the consequences of speed related crashes.
• A variable message sign on Hobart’s Southern Outlet
targeting speeding motorists by reminding them that
‘it’s better late than never’.
• Roadside crash markers to lift the profile of dangerous
speeds on Tasmanian roads. Two more local government
communities have introduced the program.

The Learner Licence Assistance Program (LLAP) has been
developed to support community members, genuinely in
need of assistance, to complete the Learner Licence test.
The program targets a range of clients with specific needs,
including people from culturally diverse backgrounds
and those with low literacy levels or learning difficulties.
The program is facilitated by Road Safety Consultants or
trained volunteers and is conducted in community settings.
Information and activity sessions are designed to cover
the five sections of the test - Compulsory Questions,
Road Rules, Signs & Parking, Intersections and Road
Safety. Testing is conducted in a group context and
assistance is provided in reading and comprehension
of both the questions and answers.
Over the past twelve months over 500 people throughout
Tasmania have been assisted through the LLAP and through
projects such as Turn Right in Brighton or the First Gear
initiative in Hobart and Glenorchy.

Experience for Disadvantaged Groups
The Road Safety Operations Branch has been supporting
Turn Right and TOP Gear which are community assisted
programs designed to assist disadvantaged novice drivers
gain their 50 hours of on-road driving experience.
Both programs have been successfully servicing the needs
of the community through the Migrant Resource Centre,
Claremont College, the Brighton Urban Renewal Project,
STEPS- Employment and Training Solutions
and Workskills Tasmania.

Seatbelts and child restraints

The Road Safety Operations Branch is also responsible for
a large number of general road safety initiatives, including:

• Articles in a number of local newspapers, informing
the public of key initiatives and providing practical
road safety advice.
• Bus back advertising in Hobart and Launceston.
• Hand-held breath testers at local events and festivals
so that patrons can check their blood alcohol content
and decide upon a safe means of transport home.
• Presentations to small business and service groups
to provide education on how they can assist in
making Tasmania’s roads safer.
• Local radio stations in North-East Tasmania agreeing
to promote a ‘Sharing the road safely with a Heavy
Vehicle’ advertisement campaign as part of their
community service role.
• A road safety messages campaign associated with
Launceston Neighbourhood Watch newsletters.

Pedestrian Safety
Road Safety Consultants, in conjunction with Road
Safety Task Force Chair Paul Hogan and Lord Mayor
Rob Valentine, launched ‘A Step in the Right Direction’
- a senior pedestrian flyer and information session during
Seniors Week 2006. The flyer provides readers with
a number of helpful suggestions aimed at keeping
seniors safe as pedestrians.
The Road Safety Operations Branch worked with young
parent groups to produce a ‘Walk Safely’ flyer aimed at
educating parents about walking in the streets with very
young children. The flyer was distributed to over 400
students who took part in the Walk of Wonder in Brighton.
The Road Safety Operations Branch is responsible for
the training and daily services of School Crossing Patrol
Officers (SCPOs) throughout Tasmania. SCPOs are
trained by Road Safety Consultants to safely escort young
children across busy roads as they walk to and from school.
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General road safety

a continuous loop in appropriate public areas.
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Throughout the year over 2000 child restraint information
booklets have been distributed to the public via community
networks and directly from the Road Safety Operations
Branch. In addition, child restraint check days have been
conducted throughout Tasmania, in collaboration with
the RACT, to make sure restraints are appropriate and
correctly fitted. Community members are now being
trained to expand this service to child care centres, nursing
mothers’ associations and primary schools.

• Educational videos and commercials played on
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Learner Licence Assistance Program

• Educational displays in public places such as Service
Tasmania, local libraries, police stations and Online
Access Centres.
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POLICY
National Transport Reforms
At the national level, the Department continued to
participate in the development of the following reforms:
• Heavy Vehicle Driver Fatigue Management: policy
development and drafting of the associated model
legislation, through the Transport Agencies Fatigue
Committee. The legislative package is expected to
be submitted to Australia’s Transport Ministers
for consideration by December 2006.
• Compliance and Enforcement: consistent
implementation of, and resolution of associated policy
issues with, the model Compliance and Enforcement
Bill through the Transport Agencies
Compliance Committee.
• Intelligent Access Program (IAP): consistent national
implementation of the legislation underpinning the
IAP and overview of suitable applications through
the Jurisdictional Liaison Group.
• Performance Based Standards (PBS): policy
development, through the PBS Reference and
Co-ordination Group, and development of supporting
legislation through the Legislative Advisory Panel.

Motorcycle Safety Strategy

Annual Report
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A Motorcycle Safety Strategy was launched. The Strategy
contains over 75 initiatives to address motorcycle safety
in Tasmania and was developed following significant
community consultation. The Strategy has four key areas
for action: Working Together; Safer Motorcycles;
Safer Roads; and Safer Riders. Key initiatives relate
to changes to improve the current licensing and
training system for motorcycle riders in Tasmania.

Review of Speed Zoning
Speed reduction measures are nationally and internationally
recognised as a means of improving road safety outcomes.
The faster a vehicle travels, the greater the risk of crashing,
and also increased severity of any crashes that do occur.
Speed management is a priority issue in the National Road
Safety Action Plan 2005/06.
A Review of Speed Zoning practices in Tasmanian,
including a significant period of public consultation,
examined the existing speed zoning system and crash
patterns within the context of current research and best
practice. Feedback received from the community indicated

a strong support for change to the current system. The goal
of the Review was to produce a Speed Zoning System that
is safe and easily understood.
The first reforms as a result of the Speed Zoning Review
were introduced on 26 October 2005, including an approach
to speed zoning guidelines that is more flexible and better
able to respond to community needs. Reforms included
a selective package of changes to school zones, including
40km/h zones for ‘stand alone’ kindergartens and schools
in low speed zones and improved signage for ‘low visibility’
schools. The provision of 40km/h zones for areas with
vulnerable pedestrians was also announced and a reduction
of ‘chop and change’ in speed zones in areas of concern
raised by the community such as Brighton/Pontville.
Immediate action saw 40km/h speed zones installed at
Midway Point Kindergarten, Hutchins School in Sandy
Bay, Clarence High School and St Paul’s School at
Bridgewater.High visibility signage has been installed at
a number of schools. A 40km/h zone was introduced for
the North Hobart restaurant area, and a speed zoning
model incorporating reduced ‘chop and change’ for
Brighton/Pontville is nearing completion.
Work on the remaining, more complex, outcomes of
the Speed Zoning Review is continuing, including liaison
with stakeholders and working with councils
and local communities.

Tasmanian Road Safety Strategy 2002/06
The Tasmanian Road Safety Strategy 2002/06 sets
the strategic direction for road safety in Tasmania
and a number of major initiatives have been
implemented including:
• introduction of compulsory carriage of licence;
• automatic loss of licence for driving at excessive speed;
• enhanced licensing process for novice learner drivers;
• reduced urban speed limit of 50km/h;
• a review of penalties for the non-use of seatbelts;
• implementation of a Tasmanian Safer Roads program
to target locations of high crash incidence or high risk
potential on Tasmanian roads; and
• stage one of reforms in the review of Speed Zoning.

Based on consideration of the achievements of the current
Strategy and the analysis of Tasmanian crash data, the
Monash University Accident Research Centre will be
recommending strategies for action to address identified
areas of road safety concern. These recommendations,
along with the results of stakeholder and community
consultation, will see the development of targeted,
evidence-based initiatives that will be put in place to
improve road safety in Tasmania over the next five years
(2007/11).

Australian Road Rules
The Department was instrumental in contributing towards
a national process aimed at ensuring the Australian Road
Rules clearly reflect the intended policy and continue to
remain up to date and free from anomalies. The Branch
facilitated and contributed to the development of another
significant (2005) package of amendment proposals
affecting general road rules, seat belt wearing and scooters.
Development of a 2006 amendment package was also
started. Ongoing advice on road rule matters is provided to
internal and external clients, including the Commissioner
for Transport, committees, peak stakeholder groups and the
general public.

Novice Licence Reforms

Tasmania is currently considering additional reforms to
the novice driver licensing system, including a possible
increase in the amount of supervised driving for learner
drivers. Swedish research has found that increased practice
as a learner is the most effective way to decrease the crash
involvement of provisional drivers. In 2002, Tasmania was

The Tasmanian Road Safety Council (TRSC)
The TRSC is the peak body in Tasmania advising the
Minister for Infrastructure on road safety policy. The
Council is currently chaired by Mr Graeme Sturges, MHA
and includes members from the RACT, Tasmania Police,
Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources,
the Coroner’s Office, a road safety expert from Monash
University and a community representative.
The role of the TRSC is to:
• Provide leadership in developing the Government’s
road safety policy agenda;
• Provide advice to the Minister on road safety policy
and legislation; and
• Undertake community consultation in relation to road
safety policy and issues as appropriate.
In 2005/06, among other things, the TRSC:
• considered the extension of existing ‘anti-hooning’
vehicle confiscation legislation to serious roadsafety
offences;
• considered the appropriateness in Tasmania of
increased penalties and sanctions for provisional
drivers who commit traffic offences; and
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Provisional drivers in Tasmania have a crash rate four times
higher than other licence holders. This over-representation
of young drivers in road crashes is a world-wide phenomenon.
In recent months, Australian jurisdictions have been
investigating a range of possible reforms designed to reduce
the level of road injury and death among young people.

Analysis of Tasmanian crash and offence data and road
safety research has shown that there is a strong correlation
between the crash involvement of young people and a
history of traffic offences. A range of increased penalties
and sanctions is presently being considered for provisional
drivers who offend as a deterrent against unlawful and
dangerous driving behaviour. Measures currently being
considered include night-time and passenger restrictions
for provisional drivers who commit speeding or alcohol
offences and a requirement that provisional drivers with
multiple instances of licence loss should regress to the
previous licence level. This may involve a second or third
year provisional driver regressing back to P-plates or
a P-plate driver regressing to a learner licence.
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The Land Transport Safety Policy Branch contributes to
bicycling policy through representation on the Australian
Bicycle Council and facilitates development of policies
relating to scooters and other wheeled recreational devices
through national and local committees.

the first Australian jurisdiction to mandate a minimum of
50 hours of supervised driving. Victoria recently announced
that it would require learner drivers to complete 120 hours
of supervised practice and it is anticipated that Queensland
will shortly announce a similar requirement. As well as
considering increased supervised driving, Tasmania is also
considering reviews of the existing Driver Knowledge Test
and the Practical Driving Test with a view to creating a
two-tiered system for learner drivers.
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The current Strategy is now nearing the end of its life and
the Tasmanian Road Safety Council has begun to develop
the next Road Safety Strategy for Tasmania. The Monash
University Accident Research Centre has been engaged to
analyse 10 years of Tasmanian crash data (1996-2005) to
identify trends and ‘at risk’ groups. A public consultation
process is planned, to provide the community with the
opportunity to raise important road safety issues.
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• evaluated the 2002/06 Road Safety Strategy and began
the development of a new Strategy.

The RSTF is involved in public education and traffic
enforcement activities. The primary focus of the public
education (advertising and enforcement) campaign is driver
behaviour, including speed, alcohol/drugs, inattention/
distraction, fatigue, seatbelt compliance and vulnerable
road users.

The DIER Community Road Safety Partnership program
has also provided a new and improved opportunity for the
TRSC to gather community feedback and seek comment
on road safety issues.

Major campaigns in 2005/06 targeted speed, alcohol/drugs
and inattention/distraction. The alcohol/drugs campaign,
‘Now a Booze Bus is also a Drug Bus’ was launched in
December 2005 to support the introduction of drug
testing for motorists. High levels of the existing speed and
inattention/distraction campaigns were also prominent
and other campaigns targeting restraint use, fatigue and
vulnerable road users were supported by advertising,
public relations and enforcement activities.

Road Safety Task Force (RSTF)
The role of the RSTF is to develop, implement and
monitor an integrated public education and enforcement
program aimed at decreasing the number of fatalities and
the number and severity of injuries on Tasmanian roads.
This is achieved with funding from the Motor Accidents
Insurance Board (MAIB) which has recently renewed its
funding for another three years and will contribute $2.6
million for the period January 2006 to December 2008.

PERSONS KILLED OR INJURED IN ROAD CRASHES IN TASMANIA 1990 TO 2005
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1990
Severity
FATALITIES
37
Drivers
15
Passengers
12
Pedestrians
6
Motorcyclists
1
Pedal Cyclists
71
Sub-total
SERIOUS INJURIES
255
Drivers
192
Passengers
73
Pedestrians
66
Motorcyclists
23
Pedal Cyclists
609
Sub-total
MINOR INJURIES
641
Drivers
418
Passengers
93
Pedestrians
73
Motorcyclists
46
Pedal Cyclists
1271
Sub-total
1951
TOTAL
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43

61
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198
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114
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89
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63

58

63

52

62

52

60
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47

43

45

33

39

36

65

51

58

61

61

44

48
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75

93
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70

73

16

17

17

13

17

22

23

27

17

12

13

9

14

11

16

539

495

532

525

536

449
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438

493

516

470

420

388

373

351

604

583

575

600

659

645

568

801

745
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702

748
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778
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438

414

392

430

429

362

369

427

460

399

383

378

403

388

362

99

109

79

87

87
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65

114
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105

117

99

98

88

68
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64

67
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61

79

121

101

144
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116
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44

45

60

47

37

37

45

52
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38

36

46

45

36

46

1253 1220 1170 1231 1282 1210 1126 1515 1462 1459 1328 1405 1432 1430 1394
1869 1789 1760 1815 1874 1723 1584 2001 2008 2018 1859 1862 1861 1861 1796

Source: Crash Data Manager as at 27 June 2006.
Note: A small number of cases with incomplete data have been excluded from analyses.
Serious injuries are defined as roadusers who have been hospitalised for 24 hours or more.
Minor injuries are defined as roadusers who have been hospitalised for less than 24 hours.
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Roadusers - Fatalities
CATEGORY

1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

Male under 17

3

2

4

4

6

5

3

0

0

3

Male 17-29

19

8

13

11

14

11

6

14

18

8

Male 30-64

10

9

10

15

9

22

11

11

19

20

Male over 64

6

4

5

5

4

7

2

10

3

8

Total Male

38

23

32

35

33

45

22

35

40

39

Female under 17

3

1

0

4

2

0

0

1

1

1

Female 17-29

7

4

7

6

4

4

4

1

4

3

Female 30-64

8

4

6

5

3

9

10

2

10

5

Female over 64

8

0

3

3

1

3

1

2

3

3

Total Female

26

9

16

18

10

16

15

6

18

12

OVERALL TOTAL

64

32

48

53

43

61

37

41

58

51

Roadusers - Serious Injuries
CATEGORY

1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

Male under 17

41

38

36

45

45

33

20

31

24

22

Male 17-29

103

111

113

134

131

122

111

99

95

75

Male 30-64

93

85

106

102

134

118

128

93

91

99

Male over 64

25

26

32

18

22

28

18

28

19

13

Total Male

262

260

287

299

332

301

277

251

229

209

Female under 17

17

20

28

24

24

26

14

7

11

13

Female 17-29

59

62

56

77

62

45

48

45

39

38

Female 30-64

70

53

48

62

70

59

64

55

58

52

Female over 64

26

24

24

25

27

29

15

25

34

16

Total Female

172

159

156

188

183

159

141

132

142

119

OVERALL TOTAL

434

419

443

487

515

460

418

383

371

328
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AGE AND GENDER OF ROAD-USERS KILLED OR INJURED
IN ROAD CRASHES IN TASMANIA 1996 TO 2005

Roadusers - Minor Injuries
CATEGORY

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

Male under 17

81

79

116

109

101

96

91

100

88

108

Male 17-29

287

220

315

307

290

300

295

267

284

295

Male 30-64

198

208

282

255

281

248

268

287

295

266

Male over 64

41

57

55

52

46

43

49

60

55

41

Total Male

607

564

768

723

718

687

703

714

722

710

Female under 17

76

74

77

82

100

82

84

92

83

63

Female 17-29

235

193

290

293

251

266

252

256

255

217

Female 30-64

228

219

309

289

336

254

295

296

300

248

Female over 64

44

53

75

60

54

62

57

70

67

61

Total Female

583

539

751

724

741

664

688

714

705

589

1190

1103

1519

1447

1459

1351

1391

1428

1427

1299

OVERALL TOTAL

Source: Crash Data Manager as at 27 June 2006.
Note: A small number of cases with incomplete data have been excluded from analyses.
Serious injuries are defined as roadusers who have been hospitalised for 24 hours or more.
Minor injuries are defined as roadusers who have been hospitalised for less than 24 hours.
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1997
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Registration and Licensing
During 2005/06, the Registration and Licensing Branch
has continued to develop its series of key strategies designed
to deliver business more efficiently in an effort to maximise
road safety outcomes for the Tasmanian community.

Operational
Throughout 2005/06, the Branch continued to administer
services and support associated with registration and
licensing legislation and processes. These include:
• administration of driver licensing and registration
regulation and operational policy;
• recording and management of demerit points;
• issuing, varying, suspending and cancelling of driver
licences and ancillary certificates;
• Novice Driver Licensing Scheme;
• assessing suitability for holding a driver licence
(medical conditions and aged drivers);
• management of the driver test booking system
and driver knowledge test;
• management of ancillary certificates
(e.g. taxi and bus drivers);
• management of systems to deal with
unregistered vehicles;
• management of conditional registration schemes
and written off vehicle, stolen vehicle registers
and Motor Vehicle security;

Annual Report

• provision of information
(Freedom of Information, Court evidence);
• administration of the Vehicle Identification Number
(VIN) system;

2006

• management of custom and standard registration
plate systems; and
• Transport Enquiry Service

Novice Driver Reform
The Novice Driver Licensing Reforms have been well
received by stakeholders and members of the public.
They include the introduction of a minimum six-month
period for holding a car learner licence with 50 logged
hours driving experience, interactive road rules knowledge
test and a higher standard practical on-road driving test
delivered by accredited testing officers, and Road Rules
Book. The Branch continues to contribute towards the
review of a range of other possible novice reforms.
During 2005/06, driving instructor accreditation and
a new Supervisory Driver Handbook were implemented.
Both reforms were designed to enable learners to obtain
a higher quality learning to drive experience.

Driver Testing
Driver testing policy is set by the Registration and Licensing
Branch and is delivered by driver testing officers employed
by the Department of Primary Industries, Water and
Environment through Service Tasmania.
Throughout 2005/06 the Registration and Licensing
Branch worked towards ensuring the smooth transfer of
driver testers to DIER which occurred on 29 June 2006.
The transfer recognises that the driver testing function sits
more comfortably with road safety than service delivery.

Unregistered/Uninsured Vehicles
Work continued to be developed on strategies to reduce
the number of unregistered and uninsured vehicles on
Tasmanian roads, improving the efficiency and effectiveness
of enforcement activity.
In collaboration with its key partner, the Motor Accidents
Insurance Board (MAIB), work on this activity continues
to address unregistered vehicles on Tasmanian roads and
their potential risks to the community.
Ongoing strategies include:
• The deployment of Transport Inspectors to specifically
undertake unregistered/uninsured duties. This includes
joint operations with Tasmania Police on a regular
basis statewide.
• The use of Automatic Number Plate Recognition

Registration Licensing Task Force
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Attendance at the quarterly Austroads Registration
and Licensing Taskforce meetings continued.
This group examines and works towards developing
strategic uniform national policy in relation to registration
and licensing matters.

technology (ANPR). This technology detects
unregistered/uninsured vehicles within 1/5 second
and is an effective deterrent.
• Public advertising via the radio and through mobile
advertising on Metro buses in all major cities.

• Reminder letters are also sent to operators of all vehicles
for which registration has been expired for 30 days.

Written-Off Vehicle Register
The Written-Off Vehicle Register is a nationwide initiative
developed by the National Motor Vehicle Theft Reduction
Council in conjunction with all jurisdictions. The Register
is a nationally coordinated database of vehicles assessed as
written-off, aimed at preventing the re-birthing of stolen
vehicles. The Branch continues to actively participate at
a national level to assist in strategies aimed at increased
detection of stolen vehicles. The latest strategy is the
introduction of a nationally agreed notification form.
This form, which will enable collection of nationally
consistent data relating to written off vehicles, can be
accessed from all jurisdictions via the internet.

Bpay Registration Payments
The Registration and Licensing Branch introduced an
option for registered operators to make their registration
payment via a Bpay facility. This allows payments to
be made over the phone or via the internet using a debit
(savings account) card. Previously, such payments could
only be made using a credit card.

Alternative Delivery – Custom Registration Plates
In April 2006 the Branch issued a Request for Proposal for
the marketing and administration of custom plates and the
production and supply of registration plates.
It is anticipated that as a result of this process, a broader
and more affordable range of custom plates will be provided
to the Tasmanian motoring community.

• solely by external service providers;
• using standard testing instruments, based on
nationally accepted standards; and
• by people with appropriate qualifications and training,
who also have relevant recent industry experience.
Five external service providers have been approved (subject
to signing contracts) to conduct heavy vehicle driver licence
testing. The new system will begin on 1 August 2006.

Motor Registry System (MRS)
Business Continuity
Business continuity for the MRS is to be addressed
through a number of strategies under development and in
consultation with the major stakeholders of the MRS.

Identifying Offending Drivers
Making drivers more accountable for their driving
behaviour is a priority for the Department. This project
is a sub-project of the Department of Justice’s Monetary
Penalties Enforcement Project and the Branch has
been working closely for the last 18 months with the
Departments of Justice and Police and Public Safety.
New processes to help identify the drivers of joint and
corporate registered vehicles who commit speed camera
offences are being introduced. The process for joint
registered vehicles began in mid-June 2006. The process
for corporate registered vehicles is linked to the introduction
of a new computer system for the Department of Police
and Public Safety to help streamline the administration
of monetary penalities in Tasmania. It is expected that
this will be implemented in late 2006. It is expected that
the new processes will deliver significant efficiencies across
the four agencies involved in the management of traffic
infringement notices.

Motorcycle Safety Strategy
In 2005 the Tasmanian Motorcycle Safety Strategy
2005/06 (TMSS) was released. The TMSS provides
a co-ordinated approach to motorcycle safety in order
to reduce the incidence and severity of motorcycle crashes
in Tasmania. It contains a number of different initiatives
designed to improve safety outcomes for motorcyclists,
especially young riders and older riders - the two groups
statistically shown to be most at risk.
Registration and Licensing is currently implementing new
pre-learner and pre-provisional training courses, which will
be delivered by the newly appointed motorcycle training
contractor, DECA Training, from 1 July 2006.
Registration and Licensing is also implementing a minimum
six-month learner licence period for motorcycle riders.
This will also be introduced on 1 July 2006.
The MAIB is funding a subsidy for a Road Skills Refresher
Course which will provide a follow- up to basic training.
The course is aimed at older and/or returning riders and
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Following the review of the delivery of heavy vehicle driver
licence testing, aimed at improving the standard and
consistency of testing, it was decided that heavy vehicle
testing was to be delivered:

The Branch continues to consult with hire and drive
companies to ensure that interstate registered hire and drive
vehicles are not used on Tasmanian roads for longer than
the allowable three-month period.

Annual Report

Heavy Vehicle Driver Licence Testing
(HVDLT) Project

Hire and Drive Vehicles
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This advertising ensures the travelling public are aware
of the risks if driving an unregistered/uninsured vehicle.
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newer riders with limited skills. To be eligible for the subsidy,
organisations that deliver this training must have their
curriculum endorsed by the Tasmanian Motorcycle Council.

New Motorcycle Training Contractor
A Request for Tender was advertised in late 2005 for
pre-learner and pre-provisional motorcycle training for
licensing riders. The selection of the new contractor was
based on the tender response, the presentation given to
an evaluation committee and the best value for money.
The contract was awarded to Driver Education Centre of
Australia (DECA) Training, effective 1 July 2006. DECA
Training will deliver the new improved curricula, which
has increased roadcraft and hazard perception. The previous
contract, with NSW-based Stay Upright, expired on 30 June.

Quality Assurance
Quality Assurance continues to be a high priority for the
Branch. Some initiatives from the Business Process Review
have been put in place to ensure that data quality within
the Motor Registry System is improved. In conjunction
with the Motor Registry Project, a quality assurance team
is responsible for auditing records, ensuring data quality
and identifying training needs.

Digital Licences
Digital licences were introduced in November 2001.
The final stage to introduce the issuing of instant licences
in major Service Tasmania centres occurred in July 2005.
Additional security features are being added to the licence.

Motor Registry System Maintenance
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The Branch completed 86 system changes to the core Motor
Registry System in 2005/06. In addition, software upgrades
were completed on the Driver Knowledge Test System and
the Driver Test Booking System. Significant work has also
been completed on new interfaces to the new Fine and
Infringement Notice Enforcement System (FINES) and to
the Department of Primary Industry and Water’s (DPIW)
receipting system. Many of these were initiated to facilitate
business processes within the Agency and for our major
stakeholders. The Branch conducted statewide training for
these changes to business practices and processes, for our
service deliverers, particularly Service Tasmania.

Motor Registry Project (MR Project)
Staff have been working closely with the Motor Registry
Project Team on a number of issues contributing to
developing strategic directions, data quality, functional
analysis of business, legislative and system reviews.
This partnership will continue through the life of the
project during the development and implementation
of the new Motor Registry System.

The MRProject has been established to implement a series
of business initiative projects which will deliver a Motor
Registry System that is capable of meeting current and
future business, and functional demands for the whole of
government. The implementation of the project will lead
to improved business processes and the migration of the
current Motor Registry System to the contemporary Java
computer language.
During the year under review, the MRProject negotiated
a Licence Agreement with the Australian Capital Territory
Government, which enabled the project to undertake an
evaluation of the ACT’s rego.act to ascertain whether all
or part of this system could be used to meet the Tasmanian
business requirements. The Australian Capital Territory is a
jurisdiction of a similar size and has similar business drivers
to those facing Tasmania. The result of the evaluation
led to a decision in December 2005, that the Tasmanian
Government would adopt and adapt where necessary rego.
act into the Tasmanian environment.
An Expression of Interest will be advertised in July 2006
inviting suitably qualified companies, or consortia,
to submit expressions of interest to tender for the
redevelopment of the Tasmanian Motor Registry System.
It is planned to release the tender during the latter part
of 2006 to enable the successful respondent to begin the
engagement in early 2007.

Motor Registry System Change Management Group
A Change Management Group for the Motor Registry
System has been established. Key Branch staff have
contributed to its development and in addition the Branch
provides executive support services to the Group.
A Technical Advisory Group has also been established and
is chaired by the Branch.

Registration and Licence forms
The Branch has advertised a Request for Tender for
the supply of a range of printing, stock management
and mailing goods and services, including registration
certificates and labels. The Tender will close in July 2006,
with implementation arrangements to begin once the contract
has been awarded. This tender integrates with the forms
analysis design activity being managed by the MR Project.

Transport Enquiry Service
The telephone Transport Enquiry Service provides information
to a range of clients on registration and licensing matters,
including support for Vehicle Operations and Passenger
Transport issues at the rate of up to 1,000 calls a day.

Current Tasmanian Registrations

Class of Licence
Learner
Provisional
Full Basic

Vehicle Type

As at 30 June 2006

Cars and Station Wagons

275,724

Motorcycles

10,078

Trailers and Caravans

89,111

Others

106,714

As at 30 June 2006
18,896
15,873
310,672

Vehicle Operations
Improved Communication and Consultation
with Clients

Enforcement Strategy for Road Transport
in Tasmania

Transport Inspectors’ time was heavily invested in on-road
education activities in relation to heavy vehicle driver
fatigue and, in particular, completion of the regulated
Driving Hours Record. The Branch continued to have displays
at Agfest, to promote awareness in standards and safety.

The Branch has continued with a review to ensure its
education compliance and enforcement activities are
delivered effectively and efficiently. A highlight has been
a stronger enforcement approach to on-road activities to
increase transport industry self-compliance with traffic
laws, especially those relating to heavy vehicle driver
fatigue, seat belt compliance by heavy vehicle drivers
and heavy vehicle roadworthiness.

Introduction of Transport Operator
Accreditation for Taxi and Luxury Hire
Car Operators

Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources

Licensed Drivers in Tasmania

This accreditation scheme was introduced in January 2006.
Existing operators at this time were given 12 months to
have the appropriate systems in place to enable them to pass
an audit. Some operators have already undertaken their
audits successfully.

Additional Achievements for 2005/06
Heavy Vehicle Safety

Authorised Inspection Stations (AIS)

The Council has been proactive in considering high-level
heavy vehicle safety issues and has already made a number
of key recommendations to Government. The Council has
also been responsible for engaging TERNZ to undertake

A significant review of all aspects of the duties undertaken
by Transport Inspectors has been completed and changes
put in place that have considerably improved the OH&S
standard for inspectors. Further work in this regard will
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The Government supported this recommendation and as
a consequence in September 2005 the Heavy Truck Safety
Advisory Council (HeTSAC) was formed. As at 30 June
2006, HeTSAC has held five meetings. Its key role is to
provide leadership within the transport industry in relation
to safety initiatives and high-level advice to the Minister on
strategies to improve heavy truck safety in Tasmania and to
actively promote and assist with managing the introduction
of safety improvement changes.

The Branch organised a number of free vehicle examiner
refresher training courses around the state. These were
conducted by TAFE Tasmania and were considered by
all attendees to be extremely valuable. The Branch is
looking at ways to conduct further courses next year.
Officers of the Branch, in conjunction with Tasmania
Police, undertook a major investigation into the activity
of an AIS in the North-West of Tasmania. Following the
investigation, criminal charges have been laid and the AIS
has had its authority cancelled. Pleasingly, a subsequent
major audit of a large per cent of Authorised Inspection
Stations failed to uncover any significant breaches.
Occupational Health and Safety (OH&S)

Annual Report

In July 2005 the Minister for Infrastructure,
Energy and Resources released a report by Transport
Engineering Research New Zealand Limited (TERNZ)
entitled An Assessment of Heavy Truck Safety in Tasmania.
A key recommendation of the report was the development
of a consultative group to consider and advise on heavy
truck issues.

further work in respect to heavy vehicle stability,
with the final report on this issue expected to be
presented to Council in September 2006.
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be progressed next financial year, particularly in relation
to on-road operations at weighsites.

Vehicle Inspection System (VIS)
The Branch engaged a consultant to undertake a review of
the current processes performed by Transport Inspectors,
develop a future operating model of VIS based on the
strengths within the Vehicle Operations Branch, and
opportunities provided by new technologies, including the
redevelopment of the Motor Registry System, and provide
supporting detail and a business case to enable the Branch
to move to the identified, future operating model. The
business case is expected to be presented in July 2006.

Community Awareness Activities
• Officers spoke at the Livestock Transport Association
annual conference.
• Transport Inspectors manned an awareness display at
Agfest.
• The Branch maintains a 'hot line' for transport
operators and the motoring public to answer vehicle
technical questions.
• Officers spoke at the Tasmanian Bus Association
Annual Conference.

RAIL SAFETY
The Department is responsible for the regulation of rail safety
in Tasmania. All railway organisations in Tasmania are required
to be accredited under the Rail Safety Act 1997 before
beginning operations. The system of accreditation provides
assurance that railway organisations have the competency
and capacity and systems in place to operate safely.
As at 30 June 2006, nine railway organisations were
accredited in Tasmania.
The audit, inspection and investigation powers available
under the Act, together with analysis of rail safety incident
data collected, enabled the Department to monitor during

the course of the year the compliance of accredited railway
organisations with their statutory accreditation requirements.
This included the completion of safety compliance audits for
all accredited railway organisations in accordance with the
2005 Annual Compliance Audit Program.
Along with other jurisdictions, the Department has been
working with the National Transport Commission towards
the delivery of best practice model rail safety legislation that
will form part of a system of nationally consistent rail safety
laws. This culminated in the Australian Transport Council
unanimously approving a national model rail safety bill in
June 2006, for implementation in jurisdictions by mid-2007.

Additional Achievements for 2005/06
A number of improvements and important changes in
relation to the regulation of rail safety in Tasmania have
occurred during 2005/06. These include:
Annual Report
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• The publication of a revised edition of the Australian

• For the first time, the involvement of a trained auditor
from the Department in all the compliance audits of
accredited railway organisations to ensure that the
Department is more risk informed;

Standard AS4292.1, Railway safety management
in January 2006 and the beginning of a program to
work with accredited railway organisations to improve
the quality of their safety management systems in
accordance with the revised standard;

• The development of contemporary risk registers by all

• The development and publication of a range of national

data from accredited railway organisations relating to
rail safety.

regulatory guidance material for accredited railway
organisations and rail safety regulators, including a
sample safety management plan for the tourist and
heritage sector;

accredited railway organisations in Tasmania, which
detail identified risks and control measures, as an
output of their risk assessment methodologies; and
• Improvements to the storage and collection of incident

Provision of Transport Services
and Infrastructure
This Output Group covers the work of the Department in promoting the safe
and efficient movement of all traffic - including pedestrian, bicycle, vehicular
and rail - within the Tasmanian land transport system.
The Tasmanian Transport Infrastructure Investment
Strategy sets out the Tasmanian Government’s road
investment priorities and shows the main projects to
be undertaken and planned to be undertaken in its
five-year forward works program.

Key Clients

This strategy targets key investment imperatives on
Tasmania’s principal transport network. These investments
will facilitate more efficient and effective transport services
that are critical to the Tasmanian economy. An efficient
transport system underpins economic growth, social
well-being, environmental sustainability and the
Tasmanian lifestyle.

Agency staff assess the transport task which is then reflected
in a five-year works program and delivered through
contracts and consultancies. External service providers are
engaged to develop projects from the concept stage through
community input and approval phases, to the works tender
stage, while all works contracts are externally sourced.
The maintenance of the Tasmanian Classified State Road
Network is performed under contract.

The general community, tourists and industry are
the main beneficiaries.

How this program is delivered
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Output Group 3

Achievements Against Strategies
Identified for 2005/06
Programming and Delivery

The State Government is therefore committed to a five-year
forward program of works that:

• Delivers improved safety performance; and
• Meets its commitments on specific
road improvement projects.
Major infrastructure investment project highlights for
2005/06 included:
• Completion of Stage 1 of the upgrade to a dual
carriageway of a section of the Bass Highway between
Penguin and Ulverstone;

East Ulverstone;
• Completion of improvements to the West Tamar
Highway between Cormiston Creek
and Acropolis Drive;
• Continued development and implementation of
specific improvements associated with the
North East Tasmania Access Study;
• Pre-construction work on the Bass Highway between

2006

• Ensures the long term integrity of the State Road
Network through a sustainable level of maintenance;

• Completion of the junction upgrade at Eastland Drive,
Annual Report

Tasmania’s road network is the backbone of the State’s
transport sector, linking ports, airports, local roads and
railheads. The State Government is responsible for 3,650
kilometres of roads and 1,280 bridges and other significant
structures with a combined replacement value of $4 billion.

• Completion of upgrading of the junction of the Bass
Highway and Conservatory Road at Parramatta Creek;

Penguin and Ulverstone – Stage 2;
• Completion of improvements to the Huonville loop
ramp at the Channel Highway, Kingston Interchange;
• Completion of pavement strengthening and shoulder
sealing along a section of the Bridport Main Road
between Nourses Road and Emily Street junctions;
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• Completion of pavement repairs on the
Forth Main Road;
• Completion of asphalt correction and overlays and
other resurfacing works on the Lyell Highway between
Granton and New Norfolk;
• Commencement of pavement strengthening and
shoulder sealing on the Murchison Highway between
Cradle Mountain and Shorts Road;
• Continued implementation of the plan for roads
and bridges to extend the proportion of the network
available to heavy vehicles operating at increased mass
limits and high productivity vehicles;
• Continued implementation of projects identified under
the Tasmanian Safer Roads program;
• Pavement resurfacing across all regions of the State;
and
• Maintenance of critical bridges and structures across
the State.
Major initiatives from the Special Capital Investment
Funds in 2005/06 included:
• Completion of pavement strengthening, widening
and improvements on the Esk Main Road east of
Killymoon Bridge;
• Completion of pavement strengthening on the East
Tamar Highway between Charles Street
and Mayne Street;
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• Completion of pavement strengthening and widening
and high priority safety improvements on the
Glen Huon Main Road;
• Completion of Stage 2 of pavement strengthening
works on the Mud Walls Secondary Road;

2006

• Continued implementation of the replacement of
Maclaines Creek Bridge at Triabunna together with
improvements to the adjacent Vicary Street junction;
• Commencement of pre-construction pavement
strengthening of 2.7 kilometres on
Ridgley Main Road;
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• Commencement of bridge strengthening of the
Franklin Rivulet Bridge on the Frankford Main Road;

• Commencement of increased flood protection,
safer road width between road barriers, replacement
of structures and increasing overtaking opportunities
of Supply River bridges on the West Tamar Highway;
• Completion of an extension of climbing lanes east
of Rulla Road, including junction improvements at
Devil’s Elbow Road and minor improvements west
of Myall Road on the Bass Highway at Sisters Hills;
• Completion of safety improvements on the
Port Sorell Main Road;
• Pavement resurfacing across selected regions
of the State; and
• Enhanced line marking across selected regions
of the State.

Road Information Management System (RIMS)
The Road Information Management System (RIMS) holds
transport infrastructure-related information owned or
managed by the Department of Infrastructure,
Energy and Resources in Tasmania.
In 2005/06, as part of the Phase 3 Development of
the RIMS project, the Department completed the
implementation of its Crash Data Manager and Bus Route
Manager modules. The Crash Data Manager is now being
accessed by Tasmania Police and the Motor Accidents
Insurance Board.
A Traffic Statistics module has also been obtained and
is being tested by the Department. This is scheduled for
implementation in the production environment late in 2006.
Work has begun on a project that primarily addresses
further development of the Forward Program module.
Documentation of business requirements has already been
completed for this project. The Forward Program module
will facilitate new reporting requirements for the State’s
Roads Program and track project life from concept to
completion.

Transport Infrastructure
The Transport Infrastructure Branch is responsible for
the management of the existing road and bridge assets
and planning for the future development of the Tasmanian
Classified State Road Network.
The Branch is specifically responsible for:
• Providing high level strategic advice on the
management of the State Road Network,
including investment priorities and funding;

• Developing asset maintenance and construction
standards to ensure assets deliver agreed levels
of service in a sustainable manner;

• Providing input and advice to the wider Agency
on transport infrastructure issues;
• Monitoring and reporting on the performance
of the State Road Network; and
• Acquiring and managing land for infrastructure
development.

• Developing standards and protocols for the
management of the State Road Network;

Major Achievements for the Branch
in 2005/06 Include the Following:
Tasmanian Transport Infrastructure
Investment Strategy
The Tasmanian Transport Infrastructure Investment
Strategy demonstrates the Tasmanian Government’s road
investment priorities and details the main projects to be
undertaken in 2006/07 and planned to be undertaken in its
five-year forward works program. The strategy targets key
investment imperatives on Tasmania’s State Road Network.
The Strategy is a key document in setting out specific road
investment strategies and priorities for the next five years.
It was released in July 2006.

Strategic Asset Management Plan
The Strategic Asset Management Plan (SAMP) was released
in July 2005. The Plan sets out the framework for the
strategic management of the Tasmanian Classified State
Road Network, its bridges and other structures to deliver
the appropriate levels of service for each category of road.

Bass Highway- Sisters Hills

In the May 2005 Budget the State Government made
a commitment to co-fund significant safety improvement
works on the Bass Highway at Sisters Hills involving
expenditure of $30 million over a three-year period.
This involves the provision of $15 million by the State
Government under the Better Roads Program and
a further $15 million by the Australian Government

The West Tamar Corridor Study includes the West Tamar
Highway, the Batman Highway, the Frankford Main Road
and the Birralee Main Road.
The corridor study includes a prioritised list of key projects
that address specific high priority transport outcomes,
including concept estimates, across these State roads in the
study area. A range of community input has assisted the
Department in its assessment of issues on the West Tamar
Corridor. Work on the Supply River Bridges replacement
project is proceeding and completion is expected in 2006/07.
A total of $5.15 million has been allocated for the West
Tamar Corridor under the Better Roads Program.

Kingston and Environs Transport Study
This study was completed and a traffic model developed so
that the appropriateness of various options, ranging from
traffic management solutions on the existing highway to the
provision of the Kingston Bypass, could be assessed.
The State Government has committed $3.5 million for
planning of the Kingston Bypass, planning for a future
upgrade of the Huon Highway/Summerleas Road junction
and land acquisition to preserve a future road corridor.

Hobart Northern Approaches Project
The Department is preparing an alternative project proposal
to the Bridgewater Bridge replacement project - the Hobart
Northern Approaches project. The Australian Government
is maintaining its funding allocation for a new Bridgewater
Bridge, while allowing the Tasmanian Government to
bring forward this alternative proposal for its consideration.

2006

DIER has worked closely with local councils and the
community in developing priorities for the upgrading
of the Bass Highway through the Sisters Hills area.

West Tamar Corridor Study
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The SAMP is supported by the the Bridge Asset
Management Plan (BAMP), which was released in July
2005 and the Road Asset Management Plan (RAMP),
which is scheduled for release towards the end of 2006.

and is largely the result of a co-operative approach by the
regional authority, local councils and the State
and Australian Governments. Work began in 2005/06.
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• Developing network development and asset
management strategies and programs for the State
Road Network for the benefit of the community;
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Road Signs Upgrading

Performance Indicators

DIER is continuing to work closely with Tourism
Tasmania, Councils and local tourism groups in developing
and implementing a program of upgrading directional,
tourism, advisory and warning signs across the State
road network. This program, the Specific Route Sign
Improvement Program, is ongoing and is addressing the
most critical junctions and tourism areas. It is integrated
with the State Government’s touring route strategy. Work
has involved the provision of new signs at a number of
important junctions across the State Road Network.

The table below provides comparative information on
two key effectiveness indicators for the Roads Program.
The Road Maintenance Effectiveness (RME) indicator
represents the cost per lane kilometre to maintain road
pavements to target conditions. The Smooth Travel
Exposure (STE) indicator represents the proportion of
travel being undertaken by vehicles on sealed roads of
roughness less than a nationally specified level.

Environmental Management
The Department has implemented a Public Authority
Management Agreement for the management of 45
high conservation sites on the State Road Network.
The program, delivered through a contract with Greening
Australia, has achieved substantial environmental outcomes
in its first year.

Pavement Condition Surveys
The annual pavement surface condition surveys collected
roughness, rutting, surface texture, cracking and skid
resistance data across the whole Classified State Road
Network. The condition data are used in management of
the road asset.

Videography Survey
The network video is available to DIER staff at all offices.
The network video provides full coverage as at 2006.

Upgrade of Traffic Counters
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Two Weigh-in-Motion sites have been installed on the
Midland Highway north of Campbell Town and are
operational. Preparation works have been completed for a
further two Weigh in Motion sites.

2004/05
Measure

2004/05

2005/06

Road Maintenance Effectiveness
4.2 IRI ($’000)

3.0

3.5

Road Maintenance Effectiveness
5.33 IRI ($’000)

2.8

3.3

Smooth Travel Exposure
-4.2 IRI (%)

97.3

97.7

Smooth Travel Exposure
-5.33 IRI (%)

99.7

99.7

Note: NRM — NAASRA roughness measure.
IRI – International Roughness Index
Reported to Austroads’ National Performance indicators
in IRI since 2004.
110 NRM = 4.20 IRIqc; 140 NRM = 5.33 IRIqc

Representations on National Forums
Staff from the Transport Infrastructure Branch participate
in a number of significant national forums directly
related to the core business of the Branch. In particular,
representation on Austroads task forces and committees
ensures incorporation of best practice into road transport
management in Tasmania, including planning, design,
asset management and specific technical issues.

Equipment has been purchased to upgrade permanent
traffic counting sites with a view to installation in the
coming two years.
ROAD MAINTENANCE EFFECTIVENESS AND SMOOTH TRAVEL EXPOSURE 1997/98 TO 2005/06
Measure

1997/98

1998/99 1999/00 2000/01 2001/02

2002/03

2003/04

3.1

2.9

2.9

3.1

2.8

2.6

2.6

95.1

95

95.4

95.7

96.6

99.4

99.2

99.2

99.4

99.4

Road Maintenance Effectiveness 110
NRM ($’000)

4.1

3.9

3.4

3.4

Road Maintenance Effectiveness 140
NRM ($’000)

3.6

3.5

3.1

Smooth Travel Exposure - 110 NRM (%)

94.5

95.2

Smooth Travel Exposure - 140 NRM (%)

99.2

99.3

The Traffic Engineering Branch works toward the provision
of a safe and efficient environment for all road users on
the public road network. It achieves this through: the
management of traffic control devices and traffic signals
on the State and Local Road networks, provision of advice
and support to stakeholders on traffic management issues,
development of safe and efficient traffic management
improvements, safety measures and technical advice for
road authorities.
Significant projects and achivements for 2005/06 have
included the following:

Safer Roads Program
Sponsorship of a number of schemes and projects across the
State Road network with the specific aim of preventing or
minimising the incidence of road trauma.

Federal Black Spot Program
Significant advice and support has been provided to local
government in the detailed design and development of
several projects funded by the Federal Black Spot Program.
These have included the design of the roundabout at the
intersection of Albert Road and Bowen Road in Glenorchy
and the redesign of the traffic signals at the intersection of
Bass Highway and Formby Road in Devonport.

Stakeholders
In 2005/06 Traffic Engineering has provided support and
advice to a number of internal and external stakeholders as
outlined below:
• Traffic Engineering advice and support to the Minister;
• Supporting Land Transport Safety initiatives, projects
and operations;

• Assessment of proposed land use developments
adjacent to the State Road Network
• Guidance through and resolution of Local
Government traffic management issues.

Signage
Upgrading of tourist route signage on the Huon Highway
has been investigated and recommended which will
assist road users to find specific routes and locations and
encourage safe use of the highway.

Staff from various local councils and the Department meet
regularly throughout the southern and northern regions.
These consultations primarily facilitate approval of traffic
schemes under the auspices of the Traffic Act 1925. Where
technical resources permit, officers also provide expert
technical advice on traffic issues affecting Council roads.
In 2005/06 some achievements derived from this
consultation include:
• Resolution of issues with current on-street parking
arrangements in Richmond with the Clarence City
Council.
• Effective management of traffic issues for the Falls
Festival with the Sorell Council.

Signals
A set of Light Emitting Diode (LED) traffic signals
specially designed to operate on Extra Low Voltage
(ELV) has been successfully tested. This is with a view
to a Statewide conversion to this technology if it is
demonstrated that there are significant cost and other
associated benefits.
An LED navigation signal for the Tasman Bridge was
installed on both sides of the Tasman and Bowen Bridges to
reduce maintenance requirements and improve reliability.
A warning system was designed and installed on the
Tasman Bridge to alert pedestrians and cyclists on the bridge
walkway of impending ship movements under the bridge.
An automatic warning system was installed at the corner
on the western approach to the Tasman Bridge to alert
motorists of slow moving or stationary traffic which cannot
be seen until the corner has been negotiated.
Communications hardware has been installed to operate
the Sydney Coordinated Adaptive Traffic System along the
East Derwent Highway.
The traffic signals control room was relocated from
Sackville Street to the Engineering Workshop address
in Campbell Street. This will reduce costs and improve
operational efficiency by eliminating travel time between
two sites.

2006

• Advising on key State Road projects, for example
the Glen Huon Road upgrade and line-marking
enhancement projects.

Local Government Consultation
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• Handling numerous enquiries from the general public
and organisations such as the RACT on matters
relating to road safety and traffic enquiry issues.

Changes to signage related to the truck checking stations in
the State have been investigated and recommended which
will assist the transport industry and Transport Inspectors
to undertake their responsibilities.
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Traffic Engineering
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Passenger Transport Services
The role of the Passenger Transport Services Branch is to
administer the Government’s programs directed at ensuring
the community has adequate and equitable access to public
transport services.
In fulfilling this role the Branch:
• Administers community as well as group specific
transport assistance programs directed at (but not
restricted to) students, pensioners, Bass Strait Islanders,
the unemployed, and those with disabilities;
• Administers the purchase of core public transport
services on behalf of the Government;
• Maintains essential information systems to facilitate
access and use of public transport by the community.

These passes entitle the holder to free travel between home
and school on fare paying bus services:
• 12,504 passes on issue for 2006;
• 4,310 for prep through to grade six;
• 6,255 for year seven through to year ten;
• 1,913 for years eleven through to thirteen;
• 5,127 new passes issued for 2006.
(all figures as at 13 June 2006)
Free School Bus Services
• Number of routes: 547
• Number of buses: 477

Major achievements for the Branch in 2005/06 include the
following:

• Number of contracts: 477

Bus Route Management Module

• Contracted loaded kilometres: 28,665

Work on the Bus Route Management Module of the Road
Information Management System (RIMS) was completed
and introduced into the production environment early in
2005/06.

• Average daily cost per bus: $249.07

Transport Access Scheme (TAS)
The TAS assists people with permanent and severe
disabilities that prohibit independent access into the
community:

Fare Paying Bus Services
• Subsidised passenger trips for which a fare “top-up”
payment was claimable: 2,572,301

Claimable trips by passenger category
• Students aged under 17: 1,173,670
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• 21,561 current members

• Students aged 17 years and over: 181,889

• 3,052 members added since 1 July 2005

• Student free travel aged under 17: 812,941

• 1,537 members removed since 1 July 2005

• Student free travel aged 17 years and over: 31,690

• Net increase in active membership of 7.46%

• Student transfers aged under 17: 28,640

(11.6% in 2003/04 and 9.11% in 2004/05)

Conveyance Allowance

2006

The conveyance allowance is a payment made to families
whose children do not have access to Government
subsidised, public passenger transport services.
There are 595 families in receipt of the Allowance:
• Total number of students for whom the Allowance
is paid: 892
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Student Transport Concession Passes

• Average value of the Allowance per student: $853.00

• Student transfers aged 17 years and over: 60
• Pensioner (Aged) Concession fare: 165,325
• Unemployed concession fare: 66,178
• Pensioner ferry passengers: 22,284
• Unemployed ferry passengers: 8,692
• TAFE Concession tickets for students aged
17 years and over: 14,533

Review’s internet site, has also allowed many others to be
involved in the Review process.

• Out of hours travel vouchers for students

The Review has worked closely with stakeholders to identify
and assess the changes they consider are needed to better
deliver core passenger services, and how those changes may
be achieved. The focus with community stakeholders has
centred on the difficult issues of service levels and fares.
Parallel to this, the collection and validation of data has
continued to enable the undertaking of the comprehensive
review of individual services during 2006/07.

under 17 (private schools): 52
• Out of hours travel vouchers for students aged
17 years and over (private schools): 5
• Out of hours travel vouchers for students
under 17 (state schools): 2
• Out of hours travel vouchers for students aged
17 years and over (state schools): 8

Core passenger bus services
The Review of Core Passenger Services began in 2004/05.
The Review has maintained its commitment to community
consultation, conducting a series of significant public
meetings across Tasmania. These formal public meetings,
together with informal meetings and seminars across the
State, have enabled over 1000 people to provide their
views to the Review in person. The establishment of a
1800 number, and the publication of information on the

The Review, together with other officers from DIER,
successfully completed negotiations with the Tasmanian
Bus Association on a new cost model for school bus
contract payments. This costing model will be used to
determine payments for school bus operators under the
New Service Contracts, which will be offered to bus
operators at the completion of the Review.
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• TAFE Concession tickets for students
under 17: Nil

Project Liaison
Project Liaison facilitates public involvement in the
consultation process on projects and provides information
to the community about road construction and
maintenance projects.

• Domain Highway Underpass closure

Public contact activities on the following road and
bridge projects provided advice to the community and
consultation with key stakeholders. The activities included
newspaper and radio advertising, letters, special signage,
brochures, posters, displays, meetings, presentations,
workshops and web publications:

• Esk Main Road – Rostrevor Rivulet to

• East Tamar Highway/Charles St Bridge to
Main St Overpass

Tullochgorum Creek
• Esk Main Road – St Marys Pass

• Flora Conservation Site Program

• Bass Highway – Cutts Road junction

• Forth Main Road – Forth

• Bass Highway – Sisters Hills

• Frankford Main Road – East of Birrallee Road

• Bass Highway, Eastland Drive Roundabout

• Glen Huon Main Road

at Ulverstone
• Bass Highway, Ulverstone-Penguin Duplication,
Stage 2
• Bridport Main Road – Bridport to Scottsdale
• Brooker Highway, Howard Road Roundabout

• Gordons Hill Road/Tasman Highway Ramps

2006

• Arthur River Bridge Deck Replacement
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• Esk Main Road, East of Killymoon Bridge

• Hobart Southern Outlet – Tolmans Hill cutting
• Kingston Interchange – Huon Highway Loop Ramp
• Lyell Highway – South of Speedway
• Midland Highway – Tunbridge Dam emergency
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• Mole Creek Main Road – Sassafras Creek Bridge
• Mudwalls Secondary Road – Stage 2
• Murchison Highway – Que River to Shorts Road
• Port Sorell Main Road – Wrights Lane to Pardoe Road
• Ridgley Main Road – North of Ridgley
• Ross Bridge, preservation of sandstone carvings
• St Marys Pass land slippage

• West Tamar Highway – Supply River Bridges

Special Events
• Official Opening – West Tamar Highway Duplication,
Cormiston Creek to Legana
• Official Opening – Bass Highway Duplication,
Ulverstone to Penguin
• Sod Turning – Bass Highway, Sisters Hills
• Careers Fair Expo – University of Tasmania

• Tasman Highway – Maclaines Bridge
• West Tamar Highway – Cormiston Creek to Legana
• West Tamar Highway – Legana to Beaconsfield

Public Displays
• Bass Highway – Leven River Bridge
• Bass Highway – Sisters Hills Stage 1

The Abt Railway Ministerial Corporation
(West Coast Wilderness Railway)
Management
The Abt Railway Development Act 1999 (the Act) established
the Abt Railway Ministerial Corporation (ARMC).
Section 6 of the Act sets out the functions of the ARMC
as follows:
a) to arrange for any necessary approval to undertake
the railway development; and
Annual Report
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b) to construct or arrange for the construction of the
railway development; and
c) to arrange for a person to operate the railway
development; and
d) to facilitate associated developments in the vicinity
of the railway.
Section 31 of the Act requires the Minister to make a report
to the Parliament on the activities of the ARMC within 4
months of the end of each financial year. Section 31 also
provides that the report may be by statement in an annual
report from an agency for which the Minister is responsible.
By Administrative Order 2006 (S.R. 2006, No. 23), the
Minister for Infrastructure assumed responsibility for
the ARMC.

Pursuant to Section 8 of the Act, the functions and powers
under the Act have been delegated to Deputy Secretary
Infrastructure.

Highlights 2005/06
• During the financial year to 30 June 2006, 42,000
passengers travelled on the railway, down from
44,000 over the previous year to 30 June 2005.
• The ARMC and the Federal Group signed an
agreement to purchase a third Abt locomotive
(Abt No. 5) and a guards van from the Puffing Billy
Railway and contracted with Saunders & Ward Pty
Ltd of Kingston for the locomotive’s refurbishment.
The guards van is being restored by WCWR. After
completion both units will remain in the ownership
of the ARMC and leased to WCWR.
• Restoration work on Abt No. 5 was completed during
the year and the locomotive went into service on the
Queenstown to Dubbil Barril section in May 2006.
• There were no serious washout or landslide events
during the year, with a relatively dry 2005 winter
and with similar conditions being experienced to
date in 2006.

General
DIER will incur on-going costs associated with the
management of the ARMC’s affairs and the Railway assets,
which will include auditing of the Operator’s compliance
with the terms of the lease, the asset maintenance
operations and reporting to Government. There may also be
opportunities from time to time for the Lessee (WCWR)
and the Lessor (ARMC) to jointly contribute towards asset
improvement.
The ARMC receives rental income from the lease of its
assets and from a percentage of the gross revenue generated.
It is estimated that this annual income could be of the
order of $150,000. It is intended that any surplus funds,

after deduction for management and administration costs,
will be put towards the future benefit of the asset. A Trust
Account operates to receive rental and revenue payments
from the Federal Group.
With the transfer of the responsibility of the ARMC to
DIER a full review of the Abt Railway assets owned by the
ARMC, which includes rail infrastructure, rolling stock,
buildings and property, their condition state and valuation
began towards the end of 2003/04 and is ongoing.
As at 30 June 2004, the value of the total ARMC assets was
estimated to be $34 million. It is planned to undertake a full
revaluation of these assets during the 2006/07 financial year.

Financial
The Federal Government, through Centenary of Federation
funding, allocated a total of $20.45 million to the project
and the final payment under the Grant Deed was made in
January 2003.
The State Government committed additional funding to
ensure the project’s completion. As at 30 June 2006 the
Tasmanian Government had contributed about $18 million
to the West Coast Wilderness Railway project.
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• The Huon pine extraction using the ‘Ro-Ro’
ramp facilities at Lowana and Lower Landing and
modifications to rolling stock and transport plant and
equipment, had its second full season of successful
operation over the 2005/06-summer period. This work
has been successful due to the cooperative approach
of many, including DIER, Forestry Tasmania, and
WCWR and the logging and apiarist interests.
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Output Group 4

Provision of Energy Advisory
and Regulatory Services
The Office of Energy Planning and Conservation (OEPC) supports the Director of
Energy Planning in meeting responsibilities specified in the Energy Co-ordination
and Planning Act 1995. The Director’s principal duties are to assist the Minister
for Energy in planning and coordinating the provision of energy in Tasmania, and
advising the Minister on all aspects of energy policy. The OEPC is also responsible
for supporting the Minister in relation to his portfolio responsibilities as they relate
to the Tasmanian and national energy sector.
The OEPC actively represents Tasmania’s interests in the
national energy markets reform and development projects
and national energy policy development. The OEPC is also
responsible for supporting high level response plans to deal
with any possible major emergency related to energy supply,
and the administration of several projects using federal
funding to assist consumers who are remote from the
electricity grid to use renewable energy.
OEPC’s goals and objectives align with Goals 1, 16, 19,
20, 23 and 24 of the Tasmania Together vision. These can
be summarised by saying that Tasmanians will continue to
have sufficient supplies of safe and reliable energy delivered

on a sustainable and efficient basis, use energy wisely, and
that Tasmania will benefit from participation in national
energy markets. The OEPC is specifically responsible
for the Tasmania Together Indicators 24.8.3: percentage
increase in energy efficiency by all consumers and 24.12.1:
amount of non-renewable energy consumed domestically
and commercially. While targets or benchmarks are yet to
be set by the Tasmania Together Progress Board, the OEPC
continues to undertake activities and initiatives designed
to improve energy efficiency and to maximise the use of
renewable energy sources.

Achievements Against Strategies
Identified for 2005/06
Annual Report
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Tasmanian Electricity

connected to Tasmania’s natural gas transmission pipeline.

Basslink came into commercial operation on 29 May
2006. The market for large electricity customers became
contestable on 1 July 2006.

National Energy Market Reforms

Tasmanian Natural Gas Project
The Office has been responsible for the development, and
ongoing administration, of the regulatory framework
underpinning Tasmania’s gas supply industry. The OEPC
consults with industry participants together with the
regulatory bodies to identify and review the performance of
the regulatory framework and to assist the rollout of natural
gas in Tasmania.
During 2005, the Office coordinated the preparation of
amending legislation to the Gas Act 2000 to facilitate
the installation of three gas turbine electricity generators

The Office continues to work with officials from all States,
Territories and the Commonwealth on reforms outlined
in the communiqué from the Ministerial Council on
Energy (MCE) issued on 11 December 2003. This major
reform package, which was subsequently endorsed by the
Council of Australian Governments (COAG), is intended
to strengthen competition and encourage investment in
the Australian energy market. The five key areas identified
for reform were: governance and institutions; economic
regulation; electricity transmission; user participation; and
gas market development.
The Australian Energy Market Agreement (AEMA), agreed
to by all Australian Governments in 2004, sets out the
governance and institutional framework within which

Energy Planning
The Office continues to build its capabilities in the area
of energy demand and supply analysis. During the past
year, the Office began collecting and collating energy data
to support energy modelling for Tasmania. The model
will enable the Office to perform scenario analysis for a
range of long-term alternatives in the Tasmanian energy
sector. It will also assist in providing an overview of supply
capabilities under various pressure scenarios, such as
persistent drought, major increases or decreases in average
and peak loads, and switching between gas and electricity.
The Office also assisted with collection and coordination of
energy data for the State Infrastructure Planning System.

Energy Emergency Planning
The Office supports the Minister in his responsibilities
for electricity and natural gas emergency management in

Tasmania. Since Tasmania has been a participant in the
National Electricity Market (NEM) advice on electricity
emergency management matters has been provided by the
Energy Coordination and Advisory Committee (ECAC).
The Office is responsible for providing administrative and
secretarial support to this Committee.
In mid-2005 Hydro Tasmania’s water storage position was
considered critical. Total storage reached a minimum of
22 per cent of full supply and critical northern headwaters
were close to depletion. During this period, the Office
provided considerable support to ECAC and actively
monitored the water storage situation. In response to the
water storages, Hydro Tasmania’s Board approved the
project to install the 100 MW gas turbine plant at Bell Bay
and continued to operate Bell Bay Power Station to assist
storage recovery.
Although rain towards the end of July relieved the
situation, total storage levels remained 10 to 15 per cent
below normal for the time of year. It was well into August
before substantial inflows were recorded.
A gas emergency coordination plan is currently being
prepared to ensure Tasmania’s gas emergency response
arrangements are aligned with a national protocol agreed to
by Energy Ministers in a Memorandum of Understanding
signed in October 2005.
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the Australian energy market operates. This includes
the commitment of all parties to enact complementary
legislation to develop and implement the national
framework. All governments agreed to some revisions to
the AEMA in 2006, which will impact the future work
program for the Office. New national legislation (Laws
and Rules) for the electricity industry came into force on
1 July 2005. The Australian Energy Market Commission
(AEMC) and Australian Energy Regulator came into force
on 1 July 2005.

Sustainability and Programs
Energy Efficiency/NFEE

Remote Renewable Power Generation Program
The Office has administered the Renewable Remote Power
Generation Program (RRPGP) in Tasmania since June
2000 on behalf of the Australian Government (contributing
to Tasmania Together Standard 24.12: to maximise the
use of renewable energy sources, and Indicator 24.12.1:
Amount of non-renewable energy consumed domestically

A sub-program of the Tasmanian RRPGP, the Residential
Remote Area Power Supply (RAPS) Program, was launched
on 3 June 2004 with the allocation of $1.8 million of the
State’s $6.79 million RRPGP funding. The RAPS Program
supports the uptake of renewable generation equipment by
remote households including solar, wind, micro hydro and
biomass generation. To date, total expenditure through the
RAPS program has been $750,000, and 64 homeowners
have been assisted with the costs of installing remote area
power systems.

2006

NFEE consists of a comprehensive package of measures
covering the residential, commercial and industrial sectors,
and is designed to overcome the barriers and challenges that
prevent the market delivering the actual economic potential
of energy efficiency.
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The Office has continued to represent Tasmania on energy
efficiency matters under the work program of the MCE
(contributing to the Tasmania Together Indicator 24.8.3:
percentage increase in energy efficiency by all consumers).
A major initiative of the MCE is the National Framework
for Energy Efficiency (NFEE), which was agreed to by
Ministers in December 2004.

and commercially). Total funding provided by the
Australian Government to Tasmania is $6.791 million
for the period 30 June 2000 to 30 June 2010. Funding
from RRPGP has assisted the development of significant
renewable energy projects in Tasmania including wind
development on King Island and a solar/wind installation
on Maatsuyker Island. As at 30 June 2006, total program
expenditure for Tasmania was $2.96 million.

37

Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources
Annual Report

2006
38

Additional Achievements for 2005/06
PhD Co-funded Scholarship University of Tasmania
The Office co-funds a PhD Scholarship with the University
of Tasmania in the area of sustainable housing for equity
and energy efficient outcomes. The scholarship aims to
investigate actions that Tasmania householders and policy
makers can adopt to achieve energy efficient retrofitting,
ultimately resulting in improved social, environmental
and economic outcomes. The findings of this research will
enable the Office to provide information to the Tasmanian
public on methods to improve the energy efficiency of
housing in Tasmania.

Statutory positions
Director of Energy Planning
Outlined in the Energy Co-ordination and Planning
Act 1995.
Position currently held by Mr Phil Harrington,
Deputy Secretary.

The functions of the Director are to assist the Minister
in planning and co-ordinating the provision of energy
in the State and to advise the Minister on all aspects of
energy policy. The Director monitors the operation of the
State’s energy industry and its participants and engages in
consultation with key stakeholders.
Tasmanian Jurisdictional System Security Coordinator
Outlined in the National Electricity Law 1995.
Position currently held by Mr Phil Harrington,
Deputy Secretary.
The jurisdictional system security coordinator provides
guidelines in relation to the shedding, and restoration,
of loads in his jurisdiction. This power is given for
the purpose of enabling National Electricity Market
Management Company (NEMMCO) to maintain power
system security and to ensure public safety.

This Report is required under Section 13 of the Energy Co-ordination
and Planning Act 1995
The Director of Energy Planning is a statutory position
created pursuant to Section 4 of the Energy Co-ordination
and Planning Act 1995. I was appointed as the Director of
Energy Planning by the Minister for Energy in October
2004. Under Section 5 of the Act I am responsible for:
• Assisting the Minister in planning and co-ordinating
the provision of energy in the State;
• Advising the Minister on all aspects of energy policy
including:
- the energy needs of the State and any factors which
might put the supply of electrical energy at risk;
- ways of using energy and sources of energy, including
renewable energy;
- the introduction and encouragement of competition in
the energy industry;
- ways of achieving greater efficiency in the use of
energy; and
- the use of energy policy to assist in achieving other
policy objectives of the State;

• Coordinating activities to ensure that adequate
arrangements are in place for the planning of the
State’s electrical system;

• Promoting the development of commercial applications
of renewable energy;
• Producing and publishing information and reports on
energy-related matters; and
• Providing support in the resolution of disputes about
energy related matters.

As part of Tasmania’s energy reform program, and
following NEM entry, competition is being introduced in
stages in the Tasmanian electricity retail market. Once a
customer becomes contestable, they will be able to select
the retailer that offers them the best price and service mix.
The largest customers, those with power consumption of
20GWh/yr or more, became contestable on 1 July 2006.
All significant electricity generation within Tasmania
is now offered for sale in the national wholesale market
for electricity. Tasmanian electricity retailers buy their
electricity from this market. The National Electricity
Market Management Company (NEMMCO) controls
the dispatch of electricity generation in Tasmania and is
responsible for overall system control. I am pleased to say
that the transition to the NEM has been smooth and the
security and reliability of the Tasmanian power system has
been maintained.
The performance and reliability of the Tasmanian power
system is monitored by NEMMCO and the Office of the
Tasmanian Energy Regulator (OTTER). The Reliability
and Network Planning Panel (RNPP), of which I am
the current Chair, provides assistance by advising on any
current or potential constraints or inadequacies in the
Tasmanian power system and on whether the options for
addressing these are effective, technically feasible and meet
the requirements of the regulatory test as assessed by the
Australian Energy Regulator (AER).
Investments continue to be made by both Transend
Networks and Aurora Energy in increasing capacity and
improving the reliability of the existing transmission

2006

• Undertaking, sponsoring and coordinating research,
development and demonstration relating to energy;

The past year has been an historic one for Tasmanian
energy. The Tasmanian power system was physically
connected to the National Electricity Market (NEM) upon
commencement of the commercial operation of Basslink
on 29 April 2006. Basslink enables the import and
export of electricity, with the capacity to trade into peaks
in Victoria and to import into Tasmania at other times,
thereby enhancing capacity and improving security of
supply in both jurisdictions and enabling the more effective
management of Tasmania’s hydro water storages.
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• Examining and monitoring factors affecting the supply
and demand for energy for the State;

The Office of Energy Planning and Conservation (OEPC)
supports me in undertaking these statutory responsibilities.
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and distribution systems. Improving the reliability and
quality of supply is a complex issue that necessitates close
cooperation between Transend and Aurora.

implementation of contingency arrangements.
For example, Hydro Tasmania has installed of 100MW of
gas turbine plant at Bell Bay.

Transend is undertaking a redevelopment program in
Tasmania’s North-East that will help to provide a more
reliable and secure electricity transmission service for the
region, in addition to providing the capacity for projected
load growth in the area. The $42 million redevelopment
program involves redeveloping the Norwood, Scottsdale
and Derby sub-stations and building a new 110 kV
transmission line to replace the existing 88 kV line. It is
anticipated that this program will be completed by the end
of the year. Transend is also planning to improve power
supplies to Hobart and southern Tasmania by adding a
second 220 kV supply point in the south and redeveloping
the two existing substations at Waddamana and Risdon Vale.

Above average rainfall was recorded in the six months to
January 2006 and in April 2006. Combined with the
commencement of Basslink’s commercial operations,
and operation of Bell Bay power station this has enabled
storage levels to remain above 30% as at the end of June
2006, despite below average rainfall from January to April
2006 and since early May. This improved storage position
has given Hydro Tasmania extra flexibility to trade in the
NEM.

Aurora Energy is now in the third year of a five-year $490
million program approved as part of the Tasmanian Energy
Regulator’s 2003 pricing determination. Strategies for
improvement include increasing flexibility and load transfer
capability, refurbishing or replacing ageing assets, enhanced
automation of equipment, installation of additional
distribution feeders and transformer upgrades.
Responsible authorities in Tasmanian continue to work
on improving the State’s preparedness to respond to an
electricity supply emergency. This work is undertaken in
conjunction with NEMMCO and with Jurisdictional
System Security Co-ordinators from other States. It is
worth pointing out that there is a tiered hierarchy of
responses, ranging from local events that are handled by
the relevant local supply entity, through wider or larger
events that are coordinated by NEMMCO, to prolonged
or nation-wide events that might require jurisdictional
involvement.
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Throughout the year the Energy Coordination and
Advisory Committee (ECAC) has monitored the adequacy
of future electricity supply for Tasmania, with the
assistance of the major electricity entities and NEMMCO.
ECAC is established under Part 6 of the Electricity Supply
Industry Act 1995, and I am the current Chairman.
The OEPC provides the administrative and secretarial
support for ECAC.
For the past nine years Tasmania’s rainfall available for
hydro electricity has been lower than the historical average,
while demand for electricity has kept rising. Consequently,
levels in Hydro Tasmania’s storage dams have trended
downwards. In July 2005 Hydro Tasmania’s water storage
position was considered critical, with total storages reaching
a minimum of 22% of full supply and the important
northern headwaters storages close to depletion. As a
result, Hydro Tasmania and Aurora Energy began the

Following incidents at the Longford and Moomba
gas processing plants on the mainland, a national Gas
Emergency Protocol Group was established. Under this
protocol, Energy Ministers agreed in a Memorandum
of Understanding signed in October 2005 to the
establishment of a National Gas Emergency Response
Advisory Committee (NGERAC). NGERAC, which
includes representatives from industry and government, is
currently developing detailed arrangements for responding
to national gas supply shortages and the provision of
timely advice to Ministers. A gas emergency coordination
plan is currently being prepared to ensure Tasmania’s gas
emergency response arrangements are aligned with the
national protocol.
The development of Australia’s electricity and gas markets
is continuing at a national level, with leadership and policy
direction provided by the Ministerial Council on Energy
(MCE), assisted by the Standing Committee of Officials
(SCO), with representation from all States, Territories and
the Commonwealth.
Inter-jurisdictional groups under the auspices of the
MCE are working on a wide range of matters including,
transmission, user participation, energy efficiency,
developing a national gas market, emergency response
protocols, further improvements to overall governance
and many others. Tasmania is represented in these
developments at all levels, and takes a lead role on
inter-jurisdictional groups working on the challenges
of integrating large amounts of wind energy into the
Australian grid and on reducing barriers to the uptake of
renewable and distributed sources of energy.
Significant achievements for the year under the current
energy market reform process were the transfer of economic
regulation and rule-enforcement for the wholesale
electricity market and electricity transmission networks
in the NEM to the Australian Energy Regulator, and the
transfer of rule making and market development to the
Australian Energy Market Commission.

One of the functions of the Director of Energy Planning
is to promote the use of renewable energy. This has been
done through the OEPC administering the Federallyfunded Renewable Remote Power Generation Program in
Tasmanian. This program provides assistance to eligible
off-grid renewable energy developments and residential
sites, with the aim of displacing or preventing diesel
generation.
The past year saw the commencement of construction on
the Maatsuyker Island Lighthouse project in April 2006,
with funding of $53,000 provided under the RRPGP. A
sub-program of the RRPGP in Tasmania is the Residential
Remote Area Power Supply Program, with an allocation
of $1.8 million of the State’s $6.791 million RRPGP
funding. The program supports the uptake of renewable
generation equipment by remote households. As of May
2006, approximately $470,00 had been provided in rebates
to homeowners for the year, with total assistance of over
$750,00 provided to 64 homeowners since the program’s
launch in June 2004.
The OEPC also represents Tasmania’s interests on two
MCE working groups that deal with renewable energy.

The OEPC also represents Tasmania on a States-only interjurisdictional working group investigating the possibility of
setting up a State-based emissions trading scheme.
The rollout of natural gas in Tasmania continued during
the past year. The Stage 1 backbone gas distribution
network was completed by Powerco in July 2005 and is
operating in Devonport, Burnie, Hobart, Launceston,
Bell Bay, Longford, Westbury and Wynyard. Powerco’s
Stage 2A rollout beyond the backbone network also
continued in Devonport, Burnie, Hobart and Launceston.
As at the end of May 2006, there were some 582 domestic
and 141 business customers, with over 23,500 properties
fronting an installed gas main and over 19,000 properties
fronting a live gas main. The Gas Project is providing
Tasmania with additional energy diversity, capacity and
security, and has already enabled significant cost savings to
be made by commercial customers and in the operation of
the Bell Bay thermal plant, following its conversion from
burning oil.
In summary, the past year has been one of significant
achievements for energy in Tasmania. No doubt the year
ahead will present new challenges and opportunities for
further achievement.

PHIL HARRINGTON
Director of Energy Planning
Deputy Secretary, Department of Infrastructure,
Energy And Resources
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Tasmania is also involved in a number of initiatives
that promote energy efficiency. The OEPC represents
Tasmania on the Energy Efficiency Working Group
under the MCE. A major initiative of the MCE is the
National Framework for Energy Efficiency (NFEE), which
consists of a comprehensive package of measures covering
residential, commercial and industrial sectors, and is

designed to overcome the barriers that prevent the market
from delivering the actual economic potential of energy
efficiency. NFEE stage 1 includes implementing measures
relating to energy efficiency programs for appliances and
equipment, energy efficiency standards for buildings
and energy efficiency measures across the commercial,
government and industrial sectors
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Further highlights include the release of the MCE’s
response to the Productivity Commission Review of the
Gas Access Regime and the release of SCO’s Statement
of Approach – A New Legislative Framework for Gas.
Together these documents outline the key policy decisions
that will be incorporated into the new National Gas Law
and National Gas Rules, which will provide the governance
and regulatory framework for the national gas industry
from 1 January 2007.
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Output Group 5

MINERAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT
AND ADMINISTRATION
Mineral Resources Tasmania (MRT) provides services to the mineral and petroleum
exploration, mining, quarrying and mineral processing industries; for infrastructure
development; to land management groups for geohazards, construction materials
and groundwater; and to the general public.
The primary role of MRT is to ensure that Tasmania’s
natural mineral resources are managed in a sustainable way
now and for future generations in accordance with the goals
of Tasmania Together, and to ensure that there is a fair
and sustainable return to the community when mineral or
petroleum resources are developed.
MRT is responsible for the:
• collection, integration, interpretation, publication and
presentation of geoscientific information;
• collection, integration, interpretation, publication
and presentation of information on Tasmania’s land
stability and groundwater issues;
• regulation of mineral and petroleum exploration and
development in Tasmania, including offshore waters
administered by the State, and the promotion of vacant
areas available for onshore and offshore exploration;
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• setting and monitoring of standards for both the
performance of exploration activities and the technical
reporting of exploration records and case histories;
• environmental appraisal, monitoring and management
of mining heritage and land access issues; and

2006

• issue of legal titles for mining tenements, collation and
recording of statistics relating to mining production,
collection of fees and rentals, management of royalty
regimes, and recording of mining tenements.
Growth in mineral exploration activity is essential for
the future development of the mineral sector and for the
economic well-being of Tasmania. The mineral extraction
and processing sector is Tasmania’s largest export industry,
accounting for around 36 per cent of total exports.
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MRT, by providing information on areas of high mineral
resource potential in Tasmania, encourages private sector
exploration which will lead to new operations coming on

stream as the economic life of existing operations declines.
By ensuring an adequate return from our mineral resources,
all Tasmanians can share the benefits of our mineral
wealth.
The mining industry in Tasmania again benefited from
continued strong metal prices during the year. The outlook
for 2006/07 is also positive with the expectation that recent
commodity price increases will remain, at least in the
medium term.
Allegiance Mining NL has announced that it plans to
mine the Avebury deposit at a rate of 900 000 tonnes per
annum, starting in 2007. The company has completed an
agreement with Jinchuan Nickel Group, China’s largest
and the world’s fourth largest nickel producer, for the sale
of approximately 70 000 tonnes of nickel in concentrate,
currently worth over $A1.8 billion. Allegiance has
announced an increase in resources to 12.81 million tonnes
of 1.0% nickel at a cut off grade of 0.4% and reserves of
4.4 million tonnes of 1.16% nickel at a cut off grade of 0.85%.
Australian Bulk Minerals is continuing a feasibility
study into extending the life of the Savage River mine by
extending the North Pit.
There is potential for resumption of mining at two sites
on King Island. King Island Scheelite Limited expected
to complete a full feasibility study into resuming scheelite
mining at Grassy by the end of June 2006. Tasmanian
Titanium Pty Ltd plans to resume heavy mineral sand
mining at Naracoopa.
Bluestone Tin Limited closed the Renison Bell mine on
3 October 2005, but has announced that it is now proceeding
with an assessment study into re-opening the Renison
Bell mine in conjunction with commencing mining of
the Mount Bischoff deposit at Waratah. The company is
also advancing a study into recovering the substantial tin
resource in the Renison Bell tailings dam through a tin
fuming plant.
Bass Metals Limited has identified resources of zinc,
copper, lead, silver and gold at the Que River mine and

Zinifex Limited has announced that it will spend an
additional $19 million in a three-year exploration and
development project to extend the life of the Rosebery mine
beyond 2021 following recent success in locating extensions
to the ore body.
There are active exploration programs underway at the
Mount Lyell and Henty mines.
The Beaconsfield mine closed following a rock collapse
on 25 April 2006, but the Administrator of Allstate
Explorations NL has announced that Workplace Standards
Tasmania has issued a revised Section 39 notice that will
allow the mine to be divided into sections for progressive
examination to determine if they are safe to reopen, with
a possibility that mining could resume in September or
October 2006. Redundancies have been offered to
43 employees.
Van Dieman Mines plc plans to commence alluvial tin and
sapphire mining at the Endurance and Scotia deposits in
North-East Tasmania by the end of 2006.
Maydena Sands Pty Ltd has been actively seeking markets
for the production of high quality silica flours from Pine
Hill to the west of Maydena. Plans are well advanced for a
quarrying operation with a dedicated treatment plant on
the proposed mining lease.
The Thylacine gas discovery and the Yolla gasfield are both
in Tasmanian waters and are nearing production phase.
The gas from both these fields will be piped to Victoria.
Installation of the Thylacine platform, and development
drilling including a deviated exploration well, began in
late 2005. Four marine seismic surveys were undertaken in
offshore Tasmanian waters in 2005/2006.

• Enhancing the provision of geoscientific data through
the Tasmanian Information on Geoscience and
Exploration Resources (TIGER) system.

encourage mineral exploration in Tasmania, which was
at a low level at the beginning of the year.
• Undertaking a gap analysis of the three-dimensional
geoscientific model of Tasmania and developing new
data-gathering initiatives which have been accepted
by government.
• Completion of the extension to the Mornington
core library.

The major issues and initiatives for 2006/2007 are to:
• Commence work on the North-East/North-West
Tasmania geoscientific data initiative through
collection of airborne geophysical data over northeast
Tasmania and upgrading of the geology of central
northern Tasmania. This will enhance the information
available in the three-dimensional model over areas in
northeast and northwest Tasmania.
• Continue updating data for the Tasmanian
Information on Geoscience and Exploration Resources
(TIGER) system.
• Undertake a series of promotional activities to
encourage mineral exploration in Tasmania, including
the promotion of the three-dimensional model of
geological structure and major mineralising pathways
of Tasmania.
• Undertake promotional activities to encourage the
growth in offshore petroleum exploration, including
an aeromagnetic survey in the Otway Basin and other
initiatives.
• Produce land stability maps of urban areas in
Tasmania, in line with the guidelines developed
following the Thredbo disaster.
• Continue work on the statewide groundwater
monitoring network.
• Continue rehabilitation of abandoned mining sites in
Tasmania.

Key clients
The major clients of this Output Group include the Minister
for Economic Development and Resources, the various
levels of government, infrastructure developers, the mining
and mineral processing industries, and the general public.

How this Output Group is delivered
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• Undertaking a series of promotional activities to

environmental monitoring of exploration and mining
tenements, and for inspection of mines and quarries.
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The major initiatives and issues affecting MRT in
2005/2006 included:

• Provision of an appropriate level of resources for
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intends to commence open-cut mining there by the end of
calendar year 2006.

This Output Group is delivered by Departmental officers,
in close liaison with industry bodies, local government and
other government departments.
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Achievements Against Strategies
Identified for 2005/06
New Initiatives to Stimulate Mineral Exploration
in Tasmania
According to Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) data,
expenditure on mineral exploration for the year ended
31 March 2006 was $18.6 million, up 107% from the
previous corresponding year. Tasmania’s share of Australian
exploration expenditure increased from 0.92% to 1.58%
over the same period.
The increase in expenditure is related to a number of
factors, including the acceptance by the mineral exploration
community of the attractiveness of Tasmania as an
investment destination.
Part of the recovery is due to the stimulus provided by the
three-dimensional geological model of Tasmania, including
an integrated exploration database and a prospectivity
analysis (the 3-D Model).
The strength of recovery of the sector is demonstrated by
the fact that current expenditure levels have exceeded the
20-year, non-indexed, average of $11.35 million for the first
time since 1988/1989.

Promotion of Mineral and Petroleum Potential
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The Tasmanian Government provided $85,000 in 2005/06
to actively market mineral exploration opportunities in
Tasmania. Activities undertaken included the holding
of a display at the world’s leading exploration forum,
the Annual Meeting of the Prospectors and Developers
Association of Canada (PDAC) and visiting leading
international mining companies in Toronto and Vancouver,
both as part of an Australian team and as a separate
Tasmanian group. The latter also visited companies in
London. A presentation was made to the Mining Journal
20:20 Investor Series Australia forum in March.
Information was provided on digital information available
on the MRT website to a senior executive of major
Canadian mining company Falconbridge. This was used to
highlight Tasmania as setting the standard for web delivery
of information at a well attended lunchtime address at the
World Mines Ministries Forum held before the PDAC
meeting in Toronto.
Several meetings were also held with companies on a oneon-one basis with DIER personnel. Displays were presented
at the PDAC meeting, at the Mining 2005 meeting in
Brisbane and at the international NewGen Gold Conference
in Perth, both in November.

Presentations were made at the Mining 2005 meeting and
the 5th Annual AJM Minerals Exploration and Investment
Conference in Hobart in November.
Regular two-monthly updates on exploration progress in
Tasmania were provided to the international Society of
Economic Geologists newsletter as part of a global review
of mineral exploration.
Promotional missions and functions were conducted in
Perth, Sydney, Brisbane, Melbourne and Adelaide by
officials from DIER. During these visits, new information
resulting from the 3-D Model, the Western Tasmanian
Regional Minerals Program (WTRMP), the Geoscience
Australia-MRT granites and mineralisation project, and
the improved client access to MRT information using the
TIGER system, were all well received. In particular, there
was continued strong support for the 3-D model as a worldfirst detailed analysis of an entire jurisdiction.
These promotions have been successful and continue to
play a direct part in attracting new exploration companies
to Tasmania.
Seven exploration permits were granted covering most of
the eight offshore petroleum areas released for bidding
in 2004/05. These areas, in the Sorell and Otway basins
off the west coast and in the Bass Basin to the north
of Tasmania, were actively promoted at the Australian
Petroleum Production and Exploration Association
conference held in Perth in April 2005. This brings the
total of exploration permits in Tasmanian waters to a record
fourteen.
The boom in petroleum exploration and development
offshore is a welcome adjunct to the growth in mineral
exploration and investment onshore. A further five offshore
petroleum areas were released for bidding in 2006/07 and
promoted at the Australian Petroleum Production and
Exploration Association conference in May 2006. The
areas were all nominated by industry and a further five
exploration permits are likely to be issued. Production
licences were issued over the Yolla gas field in Bass Strait
and the Thylacine gas field in the Otway Basin west of King
Island, and both developments are nearing production.

Collection, Integration, Interpretation,
Publication and Presentation of Data
Verification, upgrading and loading of information into the
TIGER system continued. The TIGER system has a single
geoscience data model with user interfaces for groundwater,

General information on groundwater resources, pollution
and quality was provided to other agencies, companies
and members of the public, in response to enquiries.
Consultants investigating pollution problems at a number
of sites in Tasmania were supplied with information
relating to groundwater in the areas concerned.

Downloads from the MRT website continued at a high
level, with a total of 5620 gigabytes downloaded during the
year with a peak of 2047 gigabytes downloaded in April
2006. Following the loss of one staff member one FTE
provides ongoing maintenance and development of this
information management system. In addition to data being
accessed from the MRT website, 207 data packages were
distributed on CD to clients.

Work continued on further refining the groundwater
database in order to facilitate entry of new drillers
groundwater borehole reports, with the aim of eventually
providing more information via the internet than is
available at present.

The collection and presentation of information on
Tasmania’s mineral wealth and geoscientific nature
continues. Twelve 1:25 000 scale map tiles (Stanhope,
Roys, St Pauls Dome, Robbins, Pokana, Wings, Solitary,
Strathgordon, McPartlan, St Marys, Ironhouse and
Cape Grim) were prepared for digital capture during the
year. There was again some limited field checking, but
primary geoscientific data acquisition was again essentially
suspended for the year. A field project to update the
geology of areas of Mount Read Volcanics and adjacent
rocks in southwest Tasmania, in conjunction with Monash
University, was conducted during the summer and
compilation of data was well advanced by year’s end.
Data capture/output was completed for twelve 1:25 000
scale map tiles – New Norfolk, Tomahawk, Lyme Regis,
Tam O’Shanter, Keraudren East/West, Cuvier East/West,
Bird East/West, Robbins, Ansons Bay, Waterhouse,
Eddystone and The Gardens. The geological data for eight
existing map areas in northwest Tasmania was significantly
upgraded for use in the production of landslide hazard maps.

A new edition of a booklet on the gemstone minerals of
Tasmania was published during the year. Promotional
displays were held at the Zeehan Mineral Fair in November
2005 and at Gemboree 2006, a national mineralogical and
gem convention in Hobart in April 2006.

MRT, in partnership with the Department of Primary
Industries and Water, actively contributed towards the
management of several dryland salinity projects financed
under the National Action Plan. MRT also contributed
to the Groundwater Management Strategic Overview and
Directions (2006–2010) document.
Land instability is a significant hazard in Tasmania, with
many homes having been destroyed over the years and
significant damage caused to infrastructure. By studying
and understanding the landslide hazard it is often possible
to minimise or avoid the effects of land instability. MRT is
actively addressing this hazard in three main areas; hazard
mapping, databases and monitoring.
A regional landslide hazard assessment of the Launceston
area has been completed. This project is in partnership
with local councils and with funding assistance from the
Australian Government through the Natural Disaster
Mitigation Programme. The resultant hazard classification
maps are assisting councils to make informed decisions
on planning and development issues, especially given the
pressure to develop marginal lands around our cities.
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A contribution was made to a map of Australia’s offshore
mineral resources showing past and current exploration
licences being compiled by the CSIRO and Geoscience
Australia in conjunction with State and Northern Territory
mineral resource divisions.

Work on the compilation of a series of twenty-one
1:100 000 scale groundwater maps, designed to provide
information to land use planners in an easily understood
format, and eight digital 1:250 000 scale groundwater
prospectivity maps continued in 2005/06. Following a peer
review, these maps were modified and these modifications
are currently being incorporated in the maps. Following
completion the maps will be presented and distributed to
municipal councils, as part of the partnership process, and
to other stakeholders.
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A bulletin summarising the Geology and Mineral Deposits
of Tasmania, to be used mainly for promotional and
educational purposes, and based to a large extent on the
advances in knowledge provided by the 3-D geological
model, was published during the year.

The program of accurate monitoring of groundwater
levels across Tasmania continued, using data loggers set
in approximately thirty boreholes to provide real-time
information on groundwater levels. Field sampling and
check monitoring quality assurance was carried out at
approximately six-month intervals at each monitoring
location. A progress report on the MRT statewide
groundwater monitoring network was published.
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geohazards, geophysics, drilling, mineral deposits,
samples and geochemistry. Once loaded the information
is made available to clients using the MRT website. Other
information available includes mineral tenements and
documents held by MRT, and general information for
MRT and DIER clients.
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The information has also been supplied to other
stakeholders, including the geotechnical community and
the State Emergency Services’ Emergency GIS project.
The landslide team are currently producing hazard maps
of the North-West Coast.

spatial environment to ensure that independent compliance
auditing of the exploration work approval system is adhered
to and that derived statistics reflect the requirements of the
RFA and the recommendations of the Resource Planning
and Development Commission.

The TIGER landslide database forms a critical data
foundation for the landslide project. Currently there are
over 1500 records from throughout Tasmania and as
resources become available the information will become
available live on the internet.

Mining Leases

For many years MRT has monitored a number of
active landslips that have affected roads, railways and
subdivisions. Work has continued on assembling historical
information on movement history and damage, and placing
this into the landslide database and GIS. This knowledge is
being passed onto councils and consultants on request.

Setting and Monitoring of Standards for
Exploration Activities
MRT is responsible for ensuring that all exploration activity
in Tasmania achieves the highest environmental standards
and complies with the Mineral Resources Development
Act 1995 and the requirements of other legislation which
protects, for example, threatened species and cultural
heritage.
The fourth edition of the Mineral Exploration Code of
Practice outlines the current requirements, the approvals
process, and the controls and monitoring procedures that
MRT has in place. The Code will be reviewed in the near
future to maintain consistency with the Tasmanian Reserve
Management Code of Practice.
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During the year 86 exploration work programs were
submitted to MRT compared to 72 in the previous year.
Of these programs 74 were approved, 38 of which were
in reserves derived from the Regional Forest Agreement
(RFA) and required assessment by the Mineral Exploration
Working Group (compared to 30 in the previous year).
The rapid increase of exploration work approval has
required MRT to employ a new Environmental Field
Officer to this area of operation to ensure that approvals
meet all the legislative requirements in a timely manner.
To comply with the RFA, MRT has developed a system
to spatially record exploration activity and attributes that
chart the process of approval of individual work programs.
All work programs, whether on Crown land, State Forest
or private property, are entered on this system to give a
complete record of all the environmental information
relating to exploration.
Development of the first stage of the upgraded system has
been completed and provides an integrated textual and

The Mineral Resources Development Act 1995 provides
for the State to grant titles for the extraction of minerals
from mines and quarries. Titles are issued for larger scale
operations with appropriate rehabilitation bonds and
conditions. Shorter terms are preferred for small-scale remote
operations to provide for regular environmental review.
At the end of 2005/06 there were 642 mining leases in
force of which 604 were granted and 38 are still in the
application stage.
A total of 38 new leases and 77 lease renewals were
applied for during 2005/06. This took the overall total of
applications and renewals currently being processed to 268.
The bond assessment methodology was reviewed in
conjunction with the Department of Primary Industries,
Water and Environment, the Tasmanian Minerals Council
and Extractive Industries Tasmania.
Lease applications were received for the potential
redevelopment of the Mt Bischoff mine near Waratah
by Bluestone Mines Tasmania, and for the reopening of
the King Island Scheelite mine at Grassy. Environmental
assessment of the latter proposal is being carried out by the
Department of Tourism, Arts and the Environment and the
King Island Council.
Town planning is an important constraint on the
development of extractive operations. Submissions,
representations and appeals have been made to the Central
Coast, Kentish and Circular Head councils, concerning
planning schemes or development applications.

Rehabilitation of Mining Lands Trust Fund
Funding to rehabilitate abandoned mines flows from
an agreement between government and the mining and
quarrying industries whereby a proportion of the royalty
increase introduced in 1995 was to be allocated for
rehabilitation.
In 2005/06 work was undertaken to revegetate abandoned
alluvial tin mines at Balfour. A public safety program,
mainly installing shaft covers, was carried out at Lefroy.
Quarry rehabilitation, including grading, drainage control
and seeding, was carried out at Punchs Terror near
Deloraine. Drainage improvements were carried out at
the former Oonah mine at Zeehan to separate water from
contaminated mine workings.

Special Initiative – Core Library
Construction of the core library extension was completed
during the year. New core received is now being stored in
the extension.

Royalty Assessment
MRT is responsible for the collection of mineral royalties
from Crown land tenements. Royalty is not a tax but
a payment to the community for the purchase of nonrenewable resources from the State.
The Tasmanian royalty regime operates under two systems
depending on the type of resource recovered. Companies
producing a metallic mineral or coal pay under a twotiered system, where royalty is paid on the net sales and
profit from a mine. Royalty on the recovery of non-metallic
minerals on Crown leases is set on a per cubic metre or per
tonne basis.
MRT conducts a royalty audit program to ensure tenement
holders are paying in accordance with the legislation. The
audit program concentrates on the metallic mines which
pay royalty based on net sales and profits.

Mineral royalties totalling $24 million were collected
during the 2005/06 financial year, which is a 30% increase
over revenue for the previous year. Royalty revenues have
climbed markedly over the past four years due to the
continued strengthening of commodity prices, which has
resulted in increased profitability of the mining operations
in Tasmania. Strong demand for commodities from China
and India is expected to continue in the near future which
will provide the basis for continued high commodity prices.
Mineral royalty revenue will be bolstered in 2006/07 by
the impending start up of the Allegiance nickel mine in
early calendar year 2007. It is also hoped that the tin price
steadies above its current level, enabling reopening of the
Renison tin mine. Rising input costs will have some impact
on mine profitability in the coming financial year.

ARC Centre of Excellence in Ore Deposit
Research (CODES)
Funding is provided under this Output for support for
CODES at the University of Tasmania, in conjunction
with the Australian Government and industry. The
allocation is used to part-fund honours scholarships, thus
helping increase the knowledge of Tasmanian geology,
particularly in the important fields of economic geology
and mineralisation. The MRT Library receives a copy of
each thesis, which is available for reference use.
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In late 2005 a paper on the rehabilitation works undertaken
by MRT was presented at the Minerals Council of
Australia’s International Sustainable Development
Conference in Alice Springs.
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Output Group 6

Support for the Minister in Infrastructure
Development and Government Business Management
The Department provides the Minister for Economic Development and Resources
with advice on forest policy and mining infrastructure projects.

Key Clients

How this Output Group is delivered

The major client of this Output Group is the Minister for
Economic Development and Resources.

This Output Group is delivered by Departmental officers in
liaison with industry and other Government departments,
business enterprises, statutory authorities and state-owned
companies.

Achievements Against Strategies
Identified for 2005/06
• The Department has a lead role in overseeing the
implementation of the Regional Forest Agreement
(RFA) including the five-yearly reviews of
implementation of the RFA.
• Planning commenced for the second RFA five year
review period 2002-2007, which will be undertaken
during 2007.
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• A Supplementary Regional Forest Agreement, the
Tasmanian Community Forest Agreement, was signed
by the Prime Minister and the Premier on 13 May
2005. The Forest Policy Branch provided support to
the Minister in the development of agreements with
the Australian Government on arrangements for the
implementation of the programs under the Agreement.
The Branch has a lead role in the coordination across
the Tasmanian Government of implementation and
reporting of the new agreement.
• Implementation of the program to reduce the clear
felling of old growth forest on State forest by 2010 to
no more than 20 per cent of the annual old growth
forest harvest area contributes to meeting the Tasmania
Together benchmark 24.2.1:Area reduction of clear
felling in old-growth forests.
• The Branch convenes the industry’s fair contracts
working group. During 2005/06 the Working Group

developed draft advisory notes for consideration by
the Minister. The notes are to assist those contractors
considering entering into contracts to understand the
issues that they should be considering.
• The Forest Policy Branch has continued to provide
high level strategic advice to the Minister and Secretary
on a range of resource related policy initiatives of
governments, including support to the Ministerial
Council and its Standing Committee on Primary
Industries, the Forests and Forest Industry Council,
and the review of the Permanent Forest Estate Policy
and the Australian Government’s policy on taxation of
managed investment scheme plantations.
• The Forest Policy Branch has continued to work
with the Local Government Forestry Consultative
Committee on forestry issues of relevance to local
government. The Committee is addressing issues
relating to planning, transport, water and social issues.

Mineral and Forestry Project Facilitation
Under this Output Group DIER has the unique capacity
to provide a whole-of-agency coordination role for the
support of new resource projects over some of the key areas
of operations, such as ports, roads, energy and resources.
This allows developers the opportunity to deal with a
number of issues in a “one-stop shop” that may need to be
considered in the development of the project. At the same

Mining Conference
The Department has been assisting the Minerals Council
of Tasmania in the development of a conference to look
at the exploration potential of the state. The conference is
due to take place early in the new year and is the largest
conference ever held by the Minerals Council, taking place
over almost two days. DIER has assisted in the the sourcing
of speakers for a wide range of subjects and the joint efforts
have resulted in the Minerals Council being able to make
attendance at the conference more affordable.

Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources

time the Department, while working with all sections of
the resource industries, has been able to assist with some
strategic partnerships with some of the proponents to
achieve positive outcomes for the Tasmanian economy.
One area that has had some success has been the identification
of the availability of drill rigs for the mining industry
which have been in very short supply because of the
increased level of exploration throughout Australia.
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Output Group 7

Support for Racing Industry
The focus of this Output Group is the regulation and direction of horse racing,
greyhound racing and betting by and with bookmakers. Racing Services Tasmania
(RST) administers the Racing Regulation Act 2004 in order to maintain the
probity and integrity of the racing industry.
Outputs within this Group include:
• support and provision of policy advice aimed
at ensuring that Government requirements and
expectations are met in relation to the regulation
of the Racing Industry in Tasmania;
• registration of race clubs;
• operations of the Stipendiary Stewards Panel;
• licensing and registration of industry participants and
racing animals, as approved by each Regulatory Panel,
pursuant to the Rules of Racing;
• handicapping for harness racing and grading for
greyhound racing;
• registration and regulation of bookmakers and
their agents;
• industry training;
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• administrative support for the Tasmanian Racing
Appeal Board and the three code regulatory panels;
and
• administration of and monitoring compliance with
legislation.

Key Clients
The main users of this Output Group are the Minister for
Racing, industry code councils, race clubs, racing industry
bodies and participants, the Tasmanian Racing Appeal
Board and the three code regulatory panels.

How this Output Group is delivered
The Output is delivered by officers of the Department,
based in Launceston and at racing locations throughout
the State, in close consultation with the code councils,
TOTE Tasmania, race clubs and industry representative
bodies. There is also regular liaison with other Divisions
of the Department and relevant Government agencies.
chievements Against Strategies Identified for 2005/06

Achievements Against Strategies
Identified for 2005/06
Regulatory Framework
In December 2004, a new suite of racing legislation,
comprising the Racing Regulation Act 2004, TOTE
Tasmania (Racing Regulation) Act 2004 and Racing
Regulation (Transitional and Consequential Provisions)
Act 2004, was passed by Parliament and commenced on
1 January 2005.
The new legislation not only met Tasmania’s National
Competition Policy obligations, but also incorporated a
restructure of the racing industry.
In consultation with stakeholders an assessment of the

effectiveness and appropriateness of the Racing Regulation
Act 2004 was undertaken in the ensuing period since its
implementation on 1 January 2005. Whilst it has proved
to be most effective without any significant deficiencies,
some unintended anomalies and potential inconsistencies
were identified. In order to rectify these irregularities,
minor changes to existing provisions in the Act were
identified as being necessary.
The principle underpinning the changes is the more
efficient and effective regulation of the Tasmanian Racing
Industry, by:

• providing for broader land use requirements that will
include licence arrangements for racing clubs utilising
multi-code racing venues; and
• removing inconsistencies and anomalies in existing
legislation.
As a consequence, the Racing Regulation Amendment Bill
2006, incorporating the necessary procedural changes was
tabled in Parliament on 14 June 2006. The legislation was
due to be considered by Parliament in early July 2006, with
a targeted implementation date of 1 August 2006.

Vocational Training Opportunities for Racing
Industry Personnel
Racing Training Tasmania (RTT) is an advisory body to
the Director of Racing, comprising representatives from
the code councils, TOTE Tasmania, TAFE Tasmania and
OPCET, and is chaired by the Assistant General Manager,
RST.
The Chair of RTT represents Tasmania at a national
level through membership on the Racing Industry
Standing Committee of the Agri-Food Industry Skills
Council (AFISC) and its advisory bodies. Such national
representation provides an important means of keeping
abreast of developments in racing training and also
contributing to the development of vocational training
opportunities for stewards and other racing industry
personnel.

2006 Inter Dominion Series
The Inter Dominion is the feature harness series each
year and attracts attention throughout Australasia and
internationally. Every eight years the Inter Dominion
Series is conducted in Tasmania, and March/April of 2006
saw the Tasmanian Pacing Club host this very successful
event in Hobart and Launceston.
Given the national and international focus on the “richest
harness race in the world”, it was essential that Tasmania
delivered best practice integrity for the Series. The
responsibility for the delivery of all integrity services to
harness racing is vested with RST.
In this regard, a number of initiatives were developed,
including: comprehensive drug testing throughout the
Series (100% of the winners and placegetters of all Inter
Dominion events), utilising both on and off-course
analysis; restricted access to stabling areas to those persons
with appropriate photographic identification; and the
contracting of local and interstate firms to provide security
services for the duration of the Series.
All these measures ensured that Tasmania delivered the
highest level of integrity ever for the conduct of an Inter
Dominion series.

Photo licensing
Licences issued to racing industry participants have
traditionally not included photographic identification.
With the delivery of increased integrity to the industry a
high priority for RST, a decision was made to introduce
photographic licences for all participants at the beginning
of the 2005/06 racing season.
This process was made possible by the whole of
Government initiative whereby photo licences could be
facilitated through Service Tasmania shops, similar to that
of a driver’s licence.

For other racing industry participants, it will lead to
nationally recognised formal qualifications ranging from

Due to the priority of the Inter Dominion, plans to
introduce photographic licences for the thoroughbred

2006

For stewards, this will make possible nationally recognised
formal qualifications, ranging from Certificate III Racing
Steward to Diploma Racing – Steward, that recognises
current skills as well as establishing a formal training
program for new stewards.

Harness racing was the first racing code targeted for
introduction of the new licences and, with the assistance
of Service Tasmania and Harness Racing Victoria, RST
was able to produce the 2006 Inter Dominion accredited
photographic licences for all participants, both locally and
nationally (where necessary).
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In late 2004, the Racing Industry Standing Committee
of the AFISC initiated the Racing Industry Training
Package - Extension Project. Currently, this Committee
is in the final stages of state racing authority validation.
Once this process is completed there will be formal
national competency-based stewards’ and industry training
packages. It is envisaged that delivery of the Package in
Tasmania will commence in early January 2007.

Certificate I Racing Services to Diploma Racing Services,
and will provide racing industry participants with skill
sets that allow for career paths through competency-based
industry specific training and qualifications.

Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources

• providing more flexibility in respect of the operations
of the three racing regulatory panels, established under
the Act, in accordance with the Government’s original
intent;
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and greyhound codes were put on hold. However, the
introduction of photographic licences across the three codes
remains a priority and it is expected that this initiative will
be finalised in the near future.

Handicapping and Grading –
Communication Strategy
Following the restructure of the Tasmanian racing
industry on 1 January 2005, RST assumed the additional
functions of handicapping and grading for the harness and
greyhound codes of racing.
A racing office was established, comprising a handicapper/
grader, an assistant handicapper/grader, two racing clerks
and a trainee. The racing office is responsible for more than
250 race meetings a year - the grading of 160 greyhound
meetings and the handicapping of 94 harness meetings.
During the year, RST conducted a review of its

communication strategies with respect to the handicapping
and grading functions.
As a result of the review, new services of “fax on demand”
and “voice recorded field information” were introduced in
the greyhound code. These services have been successfully
used by the harness racing industry for a number of
years and provide access to field information at the users
convenience.
RST has recently implemented a mobile phone text message
(SMS) notification service for harness trainers. This service
will enable RST to keep participants fully informed
on handicapping matters such as changes to programs,
extended nominations and altered race conditions.
Also, further development and modernisation in the
communication strategy will occur in the upcoming year
with an upgrade of the RST website identified as a high
priority.

Additional Achievements For 2005/06
Greyhound National Rules

Monitoring of Betting Exchanges

In terms of the Racing Regulation Act 2004, the Greyhound
Racing Regulatory Panel is, as regards its code of racing,
responsible for making the Rules of Racing.

The Gaming Control Amendment (Betting Exchange) Act
2005, which was enacted on 1 December 2005, provided
for the licensing of betting exchanges under the regulatory
jurisdiction of the Tasmanian Gaming Commission.

Following extensive consultation with stakeholders,
the Panel approved new greyhound rules, which were
implemented on 1 May 2006. The rules are based on the
adoption of national rules (formulated by Greyhounds
Australasia) and local rules, which were introduced to
address matters specific to the Tasmanian greyhound
industry.
Annual Report

The Panel will continue to consult with the industry with
respect to the new rules and ongoing reviews of their
appropriateness and effectiveness will be undertaken.

Following the issuing of a licence to Betfair, RST
commenced negotiations to obtain real time access to all
personal information of those persons wagering through
Betfair on Tasmanian racing. These negotiations include
the development of a Disclosure Agreement between Betfair
and the Crown. This Agreement was completed on 26 June
2006 and will be used by Betfair as the basis for similar
agreements with other racing regulators.
This certainly raises the bar in the delivery of integrity to
the racing industry.

Statistical Information

2006

Bookmakers
There were 15 bookmakers registered during the 2005/06 racing season, including one partnership.
Two bookmaking operations were licensed to conduct on-course telephone betting during the season.
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2005/06 (1/7/05-30/6/06)

2004/05 (1/7/04-30/6/05)

Variation

267

236

13%

Local Holdings

$ 3,882,520

$ 3,005,270

29%

Mainland Holdings

$1,310,371

$ 1,310,966

0%

Total Holdings

$5,192,891

$ 4,316,236

20%

No of Race Meetings

Licensing and Registration
Licences Issued
2005/2006 (1/8/05-31/7/06)

2004/2005 (1/8/04-31/7/05)

2003/2004 (1/8/03-31/7/04)

Trainers (All Categories)

128

123

128

Jockeys (All Categories)

31

31

29

Apprentice Jockeys

12

8

9

Stable Employees*

304

272

252

-Stable Foremen

39

43

39

-Stable Hands

124

90

80

-Trackwork Riders

13

12

16

-Stable Hands/trackwork riders

101

99

94

-Farriers

29

28

21

Trainers

123

120

131

Drivers

35

41

37

Trainer /Drivers

109

97

108

Stablehands*

143

119

107

Trainers

225

228

235

Owners

182

184

163

Attendants

67

66

79

Catchers

42

53

56

Syndicates*

32

27

23

Thoroughbred

Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources

Bookmakers Holdings

Harness
Annual Report

2006

Greyhound

53

Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources

Registrations Processed
2005/2006 (1/8/05-31/7/06)

2004/2005 (1/8/04-31/7/05)

2003/2004 (1/8/03-31/7/04)

357

323

296

Namings

216

233

196

Breeding Services

205

257

259

Namings

303

280

255

Breeding Services

131

142

153

2005/2006 (1/8/05-31/7/06)

2004/2005 (1/8/04-31/7/05)

2003/2004 (1/8/03-31/7/04)

Notices of Appeal Lodged:

34(1)

26(2)

34(1)

- Thoroughbred

10(1)

11

10

- Harness

17

7(1)

18(1)

- Greyhound

7

8(1)

6

Appeals Withdrawn

7

2

3

Appeals Pending

2

1

2

Appeals not within
Jurisdiction / Incompetent

1

0

1

24(1)

23(2)

28(1)

- Allowed in full (conviction
quashed)

3

4

5

- Allowed in part (penalty
reduced, increased or varied)

12

10(2)

8

- Dismissed

9(1)

9

15(1)

Applications - Stay of
Proceedings:

22

16

24

- Granted

19

15

19

- Declined

3

1

5

- Stewards

10

1(1)

7

- Appellant

6

0(1)

5

Appeal Deposits Withheld

0

0

1

Thoroughbred
Namings

Harness

Greyhound

Tasmanian Racing Appeal Board
Appeals

Appeals Determined
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Legal Representation at
Appeal Hearings

* Figures in ( ) brackets indicate appeals lodged in the previous season but dealt with in subsequent reporting period.

Transport Subsidies and Concessions
Bruny Island Ferry

Devonport Urban Bus Service

The Bruny Island Ferry service is operated by North
Western Shipping & Towage Co.(NWS&T) Pty Ltd
under a contract which runs to December 2007. The ferry,
itself, the MV Mirambeena, is owned by the Crown and
chartered by NWS&T for the purposes of providing the
service.

The Devonport Urban Bus Service provides Metro
Tasmania equivalent regular passenger transport (RPT)
services within the areas of Devonport, East and West
Devonport, Spreyton and Latrobe.

The subsidy is paid to enable Bruny Island residents and
ratepayers to travel to and from the Island at fares below
commercial rates.
The marshalling areas at the Kettering Ferry Terminal
have been enhanced and have been welcomed by the Bruny
Island Advisory Group.

CSA Payment to Metro Tasmania
The Community Service Activity (CSA) payment is
provided to meet the gap between revenue earned by Metro
and the expenditure required to provide a comprehensive
bus service to the metropolitan areas of Hobart, Launceston
and Burnie.
The current agreement, which requires Metro to maintain
services levels consistent with those provided at the time
of signing unless otherwise agreed, is due to expire on
30 June 2007.

Mersey Bus and Coach Service Pty Ltd provides the service
under a long-term contract awarded through closed tender.
The contract provided for renewal for a further five year
term subject to satisfactory performance. The second 5 year
term of the 10 year contract commenced in February 2005
and will expire in February 2010.

School Bus Contracts
These “free to the user” services are provided to eligible
students living in areas without other forms of publicly
funded regular passenger transport that they might use to
travel between home and school.

Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources

Output Group 8

The ‘free to the user’ school bus system is part of a range of
student transport assistance that includes both subsidised
fare charging services and conveyance allowances.
The type of assistance provided varies with circumstances
and location.
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Office of the Secretary
The Office of the Secretary provides an interface between
the Department and its four Ministers. It also liaises with
other Government Business Enterprises and State Owned
Companies in relation to the Ministers’ portfolios. The
Office provides high-level support and advice in the areas
of physical infrastructure, regulatory infrastructure and
business management arising from the Ministers’ diverse
and complex portfolios.
The Office of the Secretary is pivotal in the strategic
positioning and leadership of the Agency, ensuring support
for the State Government in achieving its objectives for a
prosperous Tasmanian community.
The Office is responsible for the coordination of activities,
provision of support and liaison for the two arms of the
Agency – infrastructure and energy and resources.
The Office of the Secretary comprises the Secretary, Deputy
Secretary (Infrastructure), Deputy Secretary (Energy and
Resources) and support staff who undertake the following:
• Provision of whole-of-agency strategic direction,
management and leadership;
• Management of key stakeholder relationships and
the political interface between the Agency and the
Premier's Office, the Ministers and their staff;
• Provision of high-level direction and management of
key inter-agency programs and politically sensitive and
strategic projects;
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• Accountability for relevant statutory and legislative
responsibilities, including Rail Safety Regulation and
the Transport Commission;
• Coordination and facilitation of Local Government
Partnerships and Tasmania Together Programs;

• Coordination and liaison with the Ministers and
their staff, and with other relevant state and national
agencies, bodies and committees, including central
government agencies; and
• Provision of whole of agency administration including
financial and human resource responsibilities.

Key Stakeholders
The major stakeholders for the Office of the Secretary are:
• The Minister for Infrastructure;
• The Minister for Energy;
• The Minister for Economic Development and
Resources;
• The Minister for Racing;
• Departmental employees;
• State and Australian Government agencies and Local
Government;
• Relevant peak State and national agencies, bodies
and committees from government, industry and the
community;
• Industry organisations, contractors and suppliers; and
• The Tasmanian community.

Provision of services
Services are provided by departmental staff.

Achievements for 2005/06
Throughout 2005/06, the Office of the Secretary has
been actively involved in the further development of the
Corporate Plan, which provides direction to the Agency
until 2007. The Plan includes the Department’s Charter of
Values, with the principles of integrity, respect, openness,
teamwork, effective communication and professionalism
underpinning how the Agency will continue to operate.
The Office of the Secretary has also been instrumental in:

• Improving the coordination of whole-of-Agency and
whole-of-Government issues in DIER;
• Increasing cooperation and consultation between
DIER Divisions and stakeholder groups;
• Improving the monitoring of agreed outcomes in
Partnership Agreements and with Local Government
in general;

• Providing strategic planning and focus for the major
initiatives – for example, the development of a State
Infrastructure Plan; the ongoing development of

the Tasmanian Rail Safety Regime; the review of
Tasmania’s essential passenger transport services;
implementation of arrangements for Tasmania’s entry
into the National Electricity Market; and the Regional
Forest Agreement review.

Other Achievements for 2005/06
Local Government Partnerships
The Office of the Secretary is responsible for the coordination of Local Government Partnerships as they
apply to the Agency. By the end of 2005/06, the Agency
was actively involved in the implementation of 23 Local
Government Partnerships and there are currently 14
Partnership Agreements being reviewed and/or redeveloped.
First Partnership Agreements with Clarence City Council
and Central Coast Council are being established and are
close to finalisation and for Southern Midlands and Huon
Valley Councils are in the early stages of development.
Key issues identified for inclusion by DIER bilateral
agreements include:
• The Community Road Safety Partnerships (CRSP)
program, promoting a community-based approach
to road safety responsibility and ownership in the
community;

• Gateway landscape projects;
• New works delivery projects.
DIER is also involved in all three regional partnership
agreements which include the Southern Tasmanian
Councils , Northern Tasmania Development and the
Cradle Coast Authority.
Regional integrated transport plans are developed under
the regional partnerships, which aim to develop agreed
frameworks for the strategic and coordinated planning
and management of regional transport and infrastructure
systems over the longer term.
The Southern Integrated Transport Plan is the final Plan to
be developed in Tasmania. It is a joint initiative between
the State Government and the Southern Tasmanian
Councils Board (representing the 12 member local
governments) under the Southern Region Partnership
Agreement 2003. Development of the Plan began in early
2005, with a draft Plan scheduled for release for public
comment in November 2006.
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• Early communication on land use planning matters,
including the exchange of advice and information in
the initial stages of developing new planning schemes,
and amendments to planning schemes that affect the
State transport system;

• An open and consultative process for establishing
B-Double routes;

Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources

• Ensuring Tasmania takes into account national
agendas for Transport, Energy and Resources; and
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CORPORATE SERVICES
Overview
The Corporate Services Division is an integral part of
our Department. The Division’s core responsibility
is to provide strategic leadership, corporate policy,
professional services and advice to the Department in
relation to human, financial, physical, communication and
information management.
The Division plays a pivotal role in organisational change
by collaborating with business units to enable the delivery
of desired departmental outcomes based on DIER’s Charter
and Values.
The Division strives to continually improve the delivery of
its core services with the aim of assisting the Department to
better achieve its strategic objectives. The contributions of
those who work in the Division are highly valued.
Specifically, the Corporate Services Division assists the
Department in achieving the strategic objectives by:
• developing and implementing strategies to enable more
responsive and effective service delivery to achieve
quality outcomes;
• promoting an understanding of services available
to business units through presentation of specific
and general education, information programs and
communication strategies;

• contributing to whole of Government and whole
of Agency issues to ensure an optimal operational
environment for DIER; and
• achieving best value for money within budget.
This objective is incorporated in all our Branches’
business initiatives. We strive to deliver cost effective
services, including projects and policies to assist
business units in delivering best value within budget.

Clients and Stakeholders
The main clients of Corporate Services are the Ministers
for Infrastructure, Economic Development and Resources,
Racing and Energy; the Department’s management and
staff; other government agencies such as the Departments
of Premier and Cabinet and Treasury and Finance; Service
Tasmania; and Government Business Enterprises (GBEs)
and State Owned Companies (SOCs).
The stakeholders include all our debtors and creditors,
suppliers and contractors, employee and employer
organisations, and the public in general.

Provision of Services
Corporate Services staff deliver most corporate functions,
with assistance from external contractors as required.

• collaborating with key stakeholders, including
promoting and developing strategies for continuous
business improvements;
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Achievements against Strategies
identified for 2005/06
Adoption of new Australian
Accounting Standards

Information, Communications and Technology
(ICT) Initiatives

The Department, as part of a whole-of-government
approach, is continuing its preparation to adopt the new
Australian Accounting Standards, which came into effect
on 1 January 2005. The new Australian Accounting
Standards will require that the General Government
Sector comply with Australian International Accounting
Standards to harmonising financial reporting.

DIER’s ICT Strategy Framework provides an Agency-wide
road-map to achieve Corporate, Divisional and Branch
directions by recognising initiatives that require ICT
support, establishing standards for ICT infrastructure and
ensuring that responsibilities for ICT are appropriately
assigned. The Strategy supports the whole of Government
framework to progress an integrated approach across
Government.

The shift in accounting focus requires the Department to
review all its policies and procedures that may be affected
by the new standards as well as recasting the 2004/05
Financial Statements to provide comparative figures for the
2005/06 Financial Statements.

• The completion of a number of initiatives for
consolidation of technology infrastructure, including:
• An upgrade of server facilities, including planned
technology to allow further consolidation of our server
environments;
• Implementation of an enterprise level storage area
network and consolidation of technologies needed for
remote sites;
• An upgrade of the records management system;
• Further development of mitigation strategies to
support the disaster recovery processes of the Motor
Registry System;
• Facilitation of an information environment to
proactively meet the whole of government directions
for CASTas;
• The establishment of a policy direction for the
development of web services that will operate across
agency boundaries; and
• Introduction of a departmental approach for Web
Content Management.
The Information Management Branch also continued
to focus on strategies for introducing higher levels of
stakeholder and end-user consultation including:
• introduction of a client service model aligned with
better practices for service delivery of a helpdesk
service;

• supporting the introduction of various Road
Information Management modules, including
Management of Transport Statistics, and planning the
redevelopment of the Forward Program module; and
• supporting directions for the Motor Registry
Project, including delivery of services to support
the delivery of enhancement to the existing MRS,
including introduction of cross agency Web Service

During 2005/06, the Information Branch provided input
into various whole of government initiatives, including
the Monetary Penalties Project; C150 Government
Procurement contract; and participated in whole of
Government Enterprise Architecture activities.

Corporate Affairs
Over the past year the Corporate Affairs Branch has
concentrated on the development and review of processes
to ensure a more consistent approach to the delivery of
information across the agency and to external stakeholders.
Work has begun on divisional-wide communication
strategies aimed at ensuring the community is better
informed of both operational and policy initiatives and
work is continuing on the implementation of a content
management system for the Agency’s internet and intranet.
This is a major initiative of the Corporate Affairs Branch,
and once implemented will have major implications for
the whole agency and how it manages documents and
information into the future.

External Communication
Over the past year the Corporate Affairs Branch has
responded to more than 500 media enquiries for statistical
and operational information. This was higher than usual
and was amplified as a result of the continued focus of road
safety as an issue of major importance to the Tasmanian
community.
It has also been involved in a number of communication
strategies. including the focus on mining development
in the State, the investment in road infrastructure and
Tasmania joining the National Electricity Market.

Ministerial Liaison
Over the past year the Ministerial Liaison unit has
classified, allocated, recorded and processed between 4,500
and 5,000 ministerial-related documents.
A key component of this management is continually
reviewing processes for dealing with written communication
between the Department and the Ministers’ Offices
through the updating of the Ministerial Handbook,
developing a quality reporting status mechanism and
providing access to all Departmental staff of user-friendly
Style Sheets and templates for ministerial documents.
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Infrastructure Planning System requirements,
including consolidation of GIS licensing into an
agency direction, the implementation of the Freight
Demand Survey, and environments for the effective
management of data holdings;

Other major achievements for
Information Management
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• providing spatial technologies to support the State

technologies for End of Day reconciliation, and the
establishment of better practice to support the Change
Management process for managing change to the MRS
environments.
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The following ICT initiatives were progressed during 2005/06:
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Resource Management

Employee Induction Program

In collaboration with the Divisions of DIER, the Resource
Management Branch undertook the following activities in
2005/06:

The Department continues to conduct a new employee
induction program. The course is run on a monthly basis,
and 90 new employees have attended in the past year.
The course is supported by a Departmental Induction
Handbook and job specific orientation.

• oversight of the introduction of an Emergency
Warning Intercommunication System (EWIS) in 10
Murray St, Hobart;
• the introduction of the requirements of the Building
Act in DIER;
• issued a Request for Tender for the Security/ Reception
service for 10 Murray St;
• facilitated the changes required under the new
Administrative Arrangements as a result of the 2006
State election; and
• managed, in conjunction with Treasury and Finance,
upgrades to the 10 Murray St fire detection and fire
fighting services.

Learning and Development
Corporate Learning and Development activities focused
on performance management, particularly giving and
receiving feedback skills; recruitment and selection skills;
leadership coaching; communication and negotiation skills;
promoting positive workplace behaviour; and occupational
health and safety.
Divisional Learning and Development activities focused on
business and operational requirements.
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Throughout 2005/06 a number of employees received
study assistance in the form of leave and/or partial
financial reimbursement. A further 15 employees were fully
supported to complete studies that are essential to their work.
Many employees also participated in whole of Government
professional development programs and information
seminars. This financial year, as in previous years, the
Agency sponsored one staff member to complete the Public
Sector Management Program.
All Learning and Development activities in 2005/06 were
conducted with a view to support the Agency’s strategic
objectives of maintaining and developing a committed and
capable workforce.
Generic learning and development programs and associated
costs accounted for about $75,000 or 12% of the budget.
Expenditure on other learning and development activities
(ie, functional and technical training; professional
development; conferences and seminars) for DIER for this
financial year amounted to $641,220.

Performance Management
The Department’s Performance Appraisal system has now
been in place since November 2004. The focus of the
system is to facilitate and encourage performance related
discussions between employees and their manager. Our
ultimate, and explicitly stated, aim is to shift the focus
away from annualised formal discussions to the provision of
regular, ongoing feedback about how people are performing
and any impediments they may be encountering.
Forty-four per cent of employees participated in the new
system in the first twelve months and uptake of appraisals
continues to increase. The system is currently being
reviewed with a view to increasing the effectiveness and
efficiency for both employees and managers.

Employees Employed by Award or Agreement
– Headcount
Employment by Award or Agreement

2004/05 2005/06

Administrative and
Clerical Employees Award

396

304

Operational Employees Award

17

13

Professional Employees Award

85

75

Technical Employees Award

64

53

Senior Executives appointed under the
State Service Act 2000

23

20

Award Free

36

30

Miscellaneous Workers
(Public Sector) Award

96

65

Federal Agreement

88

75

Excluded – Fixed-term transfers
and secondments out

10

6

Total *

805

635

* The figure for 2005/06 excludes Workplace Standards
Tasmania (head count 160), which transferred to the
Department of Justice on 17 May 2006.

Occupational Health and Safety (OHS)
As part of the Agency’s move towards a maturation of its
OHS system, a Divisional model replaced the previous
regional consultation model. The advantages of the new
model are threefold:

that this will continue to trend upwards throughout
2005/06, correlating with the Agency’s desire to take
a proactive role in preventing workplace injuries and
encouraging safety at work.

• OHS consultation has become a part of day-to-day
business within Divisions in the same way as other
management activities; and
• Specific workplace OHS issues are raised and discussed
by affected and interested employees.

A number of healthy work and lifestyle initiatives were
supported throughout the year, including an ergonomics
expo, publication of a series of health and safety articles in
the Agency’s weekly newsletter, access to corporate massage
and participation in the Cancer Council’s Relay for Life.

Workers’ compensation

Complementing this structure, an overarching OHS
Peak Group comprising employee and management
representatives was re-established.

Thirteen workers’ compensation claims were lodged in
2005/06 compared to 23 claims lodged in 2004/05.

OHS training continued as a prime focus, with all new
employees attending a generic Agency OHS induction
session. Existing employees attended OHS awareness
sessions and many managers and supervisors trained in
“OHS for Managers and Supervisors”. Safety Officer, First
Aid and Fire Warden training continued on a regular basis.
An increased awareness of OHS throughout the Agency has
prompted a number of branches to undertake specific risk
assessments and conduct job safety analyses. It is expected

Fourteen claims remain open, including some from
previous years. These comprise:
• Eight from 2005/06, three from 2004/05, and three
from previous years including one older claim from the
Department of Construction/Works Tasmania that is
currently being finalised.
The contribution rate for 2005/06 was $173 694 compared
with $176 218 in 2004/05.

Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources

• OHS issues are brought directly to the attention of
managers who have a responsibility to create a safe
working environment and safe systems of work;

WORKERS COMPENSATION CLAIMS
Summary of Claims and Lost Time
Number of Claims
Division

Lost Time (days)

Average Lost Time*
(days)

Cost of all Claims
$(Wages)

2004/05

2005/06

2004/05

2005/06

2004/05

2005/06

Corporate Services

0

3

0

11.6

0

3.9

0

2860

Land Transport Safety

6

2

10

86

1.99

43

1890

16106

Mineral Resources
Tasmania

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Office of the Secretary

0

0

0

0

0

0

02

0

Racing Services Tasmania

1

1

2

0

2

0

120

0

Roads and Public
Transport

10

4

39

6

3.91

1.5

7212

970

Infrastructure Policy

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Private Forests Tasmania

2

2

0

5

0

2.5

0

1167

Forest Practices Authority

2

1

6

0

2

0

1153

0

All Divisions

21

13

57

108.6

9.9

50.9

10 375

21 103

* Average lost time is calculated by dividing lost time by the number of claims

2006

2005/06
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Asset Management
and Risk Policies
Asset Management

Risk Management

The Department maintains a register of assets with a
value of $5,000 or more. In addition, other factors such
as attractiveness and portability are considered when
determining whether an asset should be recorded in the
Department’s asset register. Computer equipment costing
$5,000 or more is included in the register.

The Department recognises that risk management is
an integral part of the management process, and has
implemented a number of mechanisms for the management
of risks associated with its activities.

The Department is also responsible for the management
of the State Classified Road Network, which consists of
over 3,700 kilometres (km) of roads servicing all major
population centres and transport routes. It includes
561 km of the National Highway, 232 km of unsealed
roads in rural areas as well as responsibility for 1,200
bridges and structures. The Department has an asset
management focus when looking at future strategies and
assessment of the Road Network.

The Department has established risk management policies
and associated mitigation strategies that address high‑risk
areas. These high-risk areas have been identified through
various risk reviews and assessments conducted by the
Department.

Asset management systems

The Department is a member of the Tasmanian Risk
Management Fund (TRMF). The TRMF facilitates a
whole-of-government approach to the treatment of risk by
inner-Budget agencies and ensures that there is adequate
financial provision to meet associated costs. Through
the TRMF, the Department is provided with a range of
insurance coverage.

The Department maintains a computerised database of
assets, with regular updates to record acquisitions, transfers
and disposals. Detailed asset management systems have
also been developed for infrastructure assets, including the
maintenance of condition data to assist in asset valuation
and management.

The Department maintains a quality system for the
development and maintenance of roads. This system
comprises a significant proportion of the Agency’s
operations. The system is designed to manage the risks
associated with development and maintenance of roads.
It is also subject to external surveillance and incorporates:

Asset valuation

• clear definition of accountabilities;

The Department uses a range of methods for valuing its
assets. Full details are disclosed in the Annual Financial
Statements for the year ended 30 June 2006.

• executive review of system effectiveness;

Road infrastructure

• feedback systems for improvement;

The Department undertakes an extensive process each year
to value its roads assets. It produces a document which
supports the valuations as at 30 June each year.
The aggregated details are disclosed in the Annual
Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June 2006.

Asset acquisition and disposal
The acquisition and disposal of assets is undertaken
in accordance with the requirements of the Financial
Management and Audit Act 1990.

• management of risk within processes;

• audits of these activities; and
• audits of the work of contractors to the Agency.
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Requests Status as at June 2006

Other jurisdictions

2

1

2

-

2

-

-

-

Total for agency = 69

28

11

4

-

15

1

2

8

LTS

R&PT

IP

OOS

CS

WST

MRT

RST

4

-

-

-

1

1

-

-

Request Status
Carried over from previous year (2005)
Awaiting decision at 30 June 2006

1

1

-

-

3

-

1

-

Decided

19

10

4

-

10

1

1

7

Withdrawn

11

-

-

-

2

1

-

1

Outcome of requests

LTS

R&PT

IP

OOS

CS

WST

MRT

RST

Decided - Full access

7

5

1

-

3

-

1

4

Decided - Partial access

5

3

2

-

3

1

-

1

Decided - Denied access

6

-

-

-

1

-

-

2

Personal files amended

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Personal files not amended

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Information not in possession of agency (S22)

-

1

-

-

-

-

-

-

Information able to be purchased or otherwise available (S9)

1

-

-

-

1

-

-

-

Outside scope of the Act (S5)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Transferred externally = 4

Other (S8, S10, S18, S20)

1

-

2

-

-

-

IP

OOS

CS

WST

MRT

RST

1 - 30 days

14

7

-

-

8

1

-

4

More than 30 days*

5

3

4

-

2

-

1

3

*These requests involved a negotiated extension under S17(6)
of the Act

1

1

1

-

1

-

-

-

LTS

R&PT

IP

OOS

CS

WST

MRT

RST

S23 Executive Council Information

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

S24 Cabinet Informtion

-

-

-

-

1

-

-

-

S25 Information not relating to official business

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

S26 Information Communicated by other states

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

S27 Internal working information

-

-

1

-

3

1

-

-

S28 Law Enforcement information

1

-

-

-

-

1

-

-

S29 Information affecting legal proceedings

1

-

1

-

2

-

-

-

S30 Personal Privacy

5

3

-

-

2

1

-

2

S31 Trade secrets of undertakings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

S32 Trade secrets of agency

-

-

2

-

-

-

-

-

S33 Information obtained in confidence

2

-

2

-

2

-

-

-

S34 Procedures and clients

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

S35 Information likely to affect State economy

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Refusal Reasons

2006

1
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Reviews

LTS

R&PT

IP

OOS

CS

WST

Upheld in full

-

Upheld in part

-

Reversed

MRT

RST

-

-

-

1

-

-

-

-

1

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Upheld in full

-

-

-

Upheld in part

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Internal

External

Reversed
Fees and Charges ($)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

LTS

R&PT

IP

OOS

CS

WST

MRT

RST

Total calculated

$252.46 $1027.55 $235.80

-

$646.93

-

-

$66.80

Waived or reduced

$252.46 $903.25 $235.80

-

$286.80

-

-

$66.80

OOS

CS

WST

MRT

RST

Waiving reasons

LTS

R&PT

IP

Routine request

-

1

-

-

-

-

-

-

Personal information

1

-

-

-

2

-

-

-

General public interest

1

1

-

-

2

-

-

1

Impecunious applicant

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Member of Parliament

2

1

1

-

-

-

-

1

Other (eg: agency policy)

1

1

-

-

-

-

-

1

In lieu of time extension (s17(6))

-

-

2

-

-

-

-

-

*Workplace standards transferred to the Department of Justice with effect from 1 May 2006 and annual figures are represented in their report.
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The Public Interest Disclosures Act 2002 (PID Act)
commenced operation on 1 January 2004. The purpose
of the Act is to encourage and facilitate the making of
disclosures of improper conduct by public officers and
public bodies. The Act provides protection to persons who
make disclosures in accordance with the Act, from reprisals
and establishes a system for the matters disclosed to be
investigated and rectifying action to be taken.
The Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources
(DIER) has implemented procedures for the reporting,
receiving and handling of disclosures of improper conduct
or detrimental action by DIER or its employees, in
accordance with Part 7 of the PID Act.

A copy of DIER’s procedures may be viewed at Level 8, 10
Murray Street, Hobart; or obtained by writing to:
Executive Officer (Freedom of Information & Privacy)
Office of the General Manager Corporate Services
GPO Box 936 Hobart Tasmania 7001
Telephone: (03) 6233 3142 or (03) 6233 8734
Since the commencement on the PID Act DIER has not
received any disclosures either directly or indirectly via the
Ombudsman.

with a value of $50 000 or over (ex. GST) and Excluding Consultancy
Description of contract

Period of contract

Total value
of contract $

Andrew Walter
Constructions

Austins
Ferry
TAS

Contract No. 1091 Mudwalls Road
Stage 2 - North of Colebrook Road
Reinstatement

5/12/05 - 10/5/06

$1,058,511

Brighton Paint

Mornington
TAS

Linemarking Contract South

Sept 05 - Sept 06

$81,000

De Neefe Signs

Glenorchy
TAS

Statewide signs contract

Sept 03 - Current

$186,000

DG & PK Scott

Kayena
TAS

Contract No. 1110 Provision of a
Regular Passenger Transport Service
operating between Bridgenorth Road
Legana and Riverside, servicing
St Anthony’s Primary, Launceston
Christian, Riverside Primary and
Riverside High Schools

16/2/06 - 16/02/11
Tender value estimate only

$154,723

Dyson Security

Hobart
TAS

Foyer Security Service

1July 02 to 30 June 04
(2x 1 year extensions taken)

$239,711

Emoleum

Launceston
TAS

Contract No. 1084 State Roads/
National Highway - North East Region
Bituminous Surfacing 2005/2006

5/12/05 - 18/4/06

$1,092,456

Frimokar (Aust) P/L

Burwood
NSW

Contract No. 1096 Northern Tasmanian
Roads - High Pressure Water Blasting of
Bituminous Surfacing

10/11/05 - 7/12/05

$113,096

Gaspersic Contracting

Queenstown
TAS

Contract No. 1086 State Roads - West
Coast Region Aggregate Supply
2005/2006

5/9/05 - 19/2/06

$68,430

General and Window
Cleaning P/L

Hobart
TAS

Cleaning Services

1 July 05 to 30 June 07
(there is an option for
2x 1year extensions)

$190,560

Jonathan Hearn
Landscape

Launceston
TAS

Esk Main Road East of Killymoon
Bridge - Supply, planting and
maintenance of washington thorn

6/3/06 - June 09

$84,855

Kleen N Bright
Cleaning Services

Granton
TAS

Contract No. 1113 Cleaning Services
- Rosny Park and Mornington Premises

20/3/06 - 30/6/07

$76,650

Protector Rail Pty Ltd

Kingston
TAS

Safety Works - Roadside Hazard
Reduction - various Sites - Statewide

21/06/06 - 2/10/2006

$365,974

Roadways

Glenorchy
TAS

Contract No. 1085 State Roads/
National Highway - North West Region
Bituminous Surfacing 2005/2006

18/11/05 - 14/4/06

$1,344,753

Roadways

Glenorchy
TAS

Contract No. 1107 Road Specific
Maintenance - Urban Road Network
- Pavement Resurfacing 2005/2006

6/3/06 - 18/6/06

$1,296,317

Roadways

Glenorchy
TAS

Bruny Island Reseal and Linemarking

1/3/06 - 10/3/06

$63,996

Shaw Contracting

Whitemore
TAS

Contract No. 1077 Bass Highway
- Eastland Drive/Fieldings Way,
Ulverstone

28/9/05 - 6/12/05

$451,972

Shaw Contracting

Whitemore
TAS

Contract No. 1088 Bass Highway
- Cutts Road Junction Roadworks

16/5/06 - 7/8/06

$793,746

Shaw Contracting

Whitemore
TAS

Contract No. 1094 Bass Highway
- Sisters Hills - Dallas Hill and Pollards
Road Roadworks

1/2/06 - 21/11/06

$2,691,993

2006
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Name of Contractor

Location of
Contractor

Description of contract

Period of contract

Total value
of contract $

Shaw Contracting

Whitemore
TAS

Contract No. 1095 Bass Highway
- Sisters Hills - Myalla Road to Rulla
Road Roadworks

14/2/06 - 4/12/06

$2,064,804

Statewide Linemarking

Ulverstone
TAS

Linemarking Contract North

Sept 05 - Sept 06

$91,000

Stubbs Constructions

Burnie
TAS

Contract No. 1083 Arthur River Bridge
No. 5181 - Bridge Deck Replacement

2/3/06 - 11/4/06

$711,204

Tas Span P/L

Latrobe
TAS

Contract No. 1111 Bailey Bridging
- Storage, Maintenance, Transport and
Erection

16/5/06 - 11/5/09

$469,637

Van Ek Contracting

Ulverstone
TAS

Contract No. 1058 Tasman Highway Maclaines Creek Bridge and Approaches
Design and Construct

29/5/06 - 30/9/07

$2,937,753

Van Ek Contracting

Ulverstone
TAS

Contract No. 1076 South Esk River
Bridge No. 806 - Guardfence Upgrade
and New Pedestrian Bridge

6/2/06 - 6/8/06

$428,254

Van Ek Contracting

Ulverstone
TAS

Contract No. 1099 Southern Outlet
Highway - Culvert No. 8244
Strengthening

20/3/06 - 18/4/06

$113,816

Van Ek Contracting

Ulverstone
TAS

Contract No. 1104 West Tamar
Highway - Supply River Floodway
Roadworks

6/3/06 - 5/11/06

$2,012,249

Van Ek Contracting

Ulverstone
TAS

Contract No. 1105 Esk Main Road
- Rostrevor Rivulet to Tullockgorum
Creek Roadworks

20/3/06 - 7/1/07

$3,376,204

Van Ek Contracting

Ulverstone
TAS

Strengthening of Finger Piles on Bruny
Island Ferry Terminals

20/3/06 - 31/3/06

$238,695

Works Infrastructure

Austins
Ferry
TAS

Contract No. 1064 Esk Main Road
- East of Killymoon Bridge

8/9/05 - 5/4/06

$1,944,219

Works Infrastructure

Austins
Ferry
TAS

Contract No. 1092 Murchison Highway
- Cradle Mountain Road to Shorts Road
- Roadworks

31/1/06 - 5/12/07

$3,864,083

Zaganite Specialised
Coatings

Mornington
TAS

Statewide thermoplastic linemarking

Sept 05 - Sept 06

$132,000

Zaganite Specialised
Coatings P/L

Glenorchy
TAS

Contract No. 1108 Safety Works
Statewide - Enhanced Linemarking
2005/2006

6/3/06 - 18/6/06

$818,970

Location of
consultant

Description of consultancy

Period of
consultancy

Total value
of contract $

AlphaWest

Hobart/TAS

Delivery of DIER’s UNIX Services

Jul 05 - Jun 06

$53,445

AlphaWest

Hobart/TAS

Backfill of Technology resources to
support the MR Project

Jul 05 - Jun 06

$63,000

AlphaWest

Hobart/TAS

Delivery of Database Services for
DIER’s Corporate Information Systems

July 2005 - June 2006 $82,269

AMR Interactive P/L

Ultimo/NSW

Contract No. 1082 Road Safety Task
Force Attitudinal Research

20/7/05 - 30/9/05

$62,800

Australian Rail Track
Corporation

Adelaide/SA

Engagement of Australian Rail Track
Corporation to negotiate with Pacific
National in relation to rail Services.

Jan - Mar 06

$69,531

Clemenger Tasmania P/L

Hobart/TAS

Contract No. 1080 WorkCover
Tasmania Marketing Contract

29/8/05 - 29/2/07

$1,000,000

Clemenger Tasmania P/L

Hobart/TAS

Contract No. 1106 Advertising Services
3/4/06 - 31/12/08
for the Road Safety Task Force

$1,840,000

Dr Dan Norton

Hobart/TAS

Dr Norton of Trinitas Pty Ltd for
specialist advice, consultancy services
and the facilitation of workshops

Jul - Dec 06

$67,200

Dytech Solutions P/L

Hobart/TAS

Contract No. 1109 CASTas Technical
Advisory Service

16/3/06 - 30/6/06

$137,120

GLW Consultants P/L

Rosny/TAS

Contract No. 1103 Project
Management Maintenance Contracts

1/10/05 - 26/9/08

$484,883

IBM Australia Ltd

Hobart/TAS

Contract No. 1089 Development of
MRS Business Requirements

23/8/05 - 6/12/05

$461,360

Identity Systems P/L

North Sydney/NSW

Contract No. 1087 Data Analysis
Service Hobart

6/9/05 - 20/6/06

$80,120

Intelligent Risks P/L

Sydney/NSW

Intelligence-based high level security
risk and vulnerability assessment of
Tas surface transport

Jul - Sep 05

$59,356

Perpetro Pty Ltd trading
as Perform Information
Design Solutions

Wanniassa/ACT

Contract No. 115 Motor Registry
Forms Analysis and Design

30/5/06 - 31/10/07

$149,900
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Summary of Participation
by
Local Business
for contracts, tenders and/or quotation processes of $50 000 or over, ex. GST
Total number of contracts awarded

46

Total number of contracts awarded to Tasmanian businesses

40

Total value of contracts awarded

$34,168,613

Total value of contracts awarded to Tasmanian businesses

$33,633,810

Total number of tenders called and/or quotation processes run

41

Total number of bids and/or written quotations received

171

Total number of bids and/or written quotations received from Tasmanian businesses

139

Legislation Administered by
the Department
Minister for Infrastructure
Department of Infrastructure,
Energy and Resources

Rail Safety Act 1997
Railway Management Act (Repeal) Act 1997

Abt Railway Development Act 1999

Roads and Jetties Act 1935

Aerodrome Fees Act 2002

Tasmanian Ports Corporation Act 2005

Air Navigation Act 1937

Taxi and Luxury Hire Car Industries Act 1995

Burnie to Waratah Railway Act 1939

Traffic Act 1925

Civil Aviation (Carriers’ Liability) Act 1963

Transport Act 1981

Common Carriers Act 1874

TT-Line Arrangements Act 1993

Commonwealth Powers (Air Transport) Act 1952

Van Diemen’s Land Company’s Waratah
and Zeehan Railway Acts 1895, 1896 and 1948

Damage by Aircraft Act 1963
Annual Report

Emu Bay Railway Acts 1965 and 1976
Highways Act 1951
Marine and Safety Authority Act 1997

2006

Metro Tasmania
(Transitional and Consequential Provisions) Act 1997
Metro Tasmania Act 1997
Motor Vehicles Securities Act 1984
Passenger Transport
(Consequential and Transitional) Act 1997
Passenger Transport
(Transitional Regulations Validation) Act 2002

68

Printing Authority of Tasmania Act 1994

Passenger Transport Act 1997
Port Companies Act 1997

Vehicle and Traffic
(Transitional and Consequential) Act 1999
Vehicle and Traffic Act 1999

Motor Accidents Insurance Board
Motor Accidents (Liability and Compensation) Act 1973

Minister for Energy
Department of Infrastructure,
Energy and Resources
Electricity – National Scheme (Tasmania) Act 1999
Electricity Supply Industry Act 1995
Part 6 (otherwise see Department of Treasury
and Finance under the Treasurer)

Electricity Wayleaves and Easements Act 2000
Energy Co-ordination and Planning Act 1995
Gas Act 2000
except in so far as it relates to provisions relating to
the appointment, functions, powers and duties of the
Director of Gas Safety (see Department of Justice under
the Minister for Justice and Workplace Relations)
Gas Pipelines Access (Tasmania) Act 2000
Gas Pipelines Act 2000
except in so far as it relates to provisions relating to the
functions, powers and duties of the Director of Gas Safety
(see Department of Justice under the Minister for Justice
and Workplace Relations)

Forestry Tasmania
Forestry Act 1920
Public Land (Administration and Forests) Act 1991
except Part 2 (otherwise see Department of Justice
under the Minister for Planning)
Regional Forest Agreement (Land Classification) Act 1998
except Divisions 2 and 3 of Part 2 (see Department
of Primary Industries and Water under the Minister
for Primary Industries and Water and Department of
Tourism, Arts and the Environment under the Minister
for Tourism, Arts and the Environment)
Timber Promotion Act 1970

Minister for Racing

Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Act 1982

Department of Infrastructure,
Energy and Resources

Hydro-Electric Corporation

Lyons Trusts Act 1993

Hydro-Electric Corporation Act 1995

Minister for Economic
Development and Resources
Department of Infrastructure,
Energy and Resources

Racing Regulation Act 2004
Racing Regulation
(Transitional and Consequential Provisions) Act 2004
Repeal of Racing Regulation Regulations
Postponement Act 2003

Beauty Point Landslip Act 1970

TOTE Tasmania Act 2000

Forestry (Fair Contract Codes) Act 2001

TOTE Tasmania (Racing Regulation) Act 2004

Lawrence Vale Landslip Act 1961
Mineral Resources Development Act 1995
Mining (Strategic Prospectivity Zones) Act 1993
Private Forests Act 1994

Forest Practices Board
Forest Practices
(Private Timber Reserves Validation) Act 1999)
Forest Practices Act 1985

Legislation Enacted in 2005/06
Gas Amendment Bill 2005(Gas Act 2000)

Legislation Repealed in 2005/06
Launceston Gas Company Act 1982 (No. 19 of 1982)

2006

Forest Practices Amendment
(Private Timber Reserves) Act 1998

TOTE Tasmania
(Transitional and Consequential Provisions) Act 2000
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Rosetta Landslip Act 1992
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Electricity Supply Industry Restructuring
(Savings and Transitional Provisions) Act 1995
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Documents Published in 2005/06
Transport
Strategic Asset Management Plan (July 2005)

A site inspection of the Scamander River silver mine.
Archaeological Survey Report 2006/01. [19 May 2006]

Bridge Asset Management Plan (July 2005)

EZZY, A. R.

Tasmanian Transport Infrastructure Investment Strategy
2006/07 ( Release in July 2006)

MRT statewide groundwater monitoring network

Discussion Papers on the Review of the Taxi and Luxury
Hire Car Industries Act 1995:
• Introduction to the Project (December 2005)

– September 2005 monitoring round.
Record Geological Survey Tasmania 2006/02. [2 May 2006]

MAZENGARB, C.
The Tasmanian Landslide Hazard Map Series: Methodology.
Record Geological Survey Tasmania 2005/04. [16 August 2005]

• Taxi Fare Setting Mechanisms and Driver Pay and
Conditions (December 2005)

REID, R.; MCCLENAGHAN, M.P.; SEYMOUR, D.B.

• Rural Taxis (February 2006)

Thomas Creek intrusive complex and associated lavas of the Noddy

• Wheelchair Accessible Taxis (February 2006)

Tasmania 2005/06. [22 February 2006]

New whole-rock geochemical analyses of the Middle Cambrian
Creek Volcanics, western Tasmania. Record Geological Survey

• Operator Accreditation (March 2006)

SEYMOUR, D. B.; GREEN, G. R.; CALVER, C. R.

• Luxury Hire Cars (May 2006)

The geology and mineral deposits of Tasmania. Bulletin Geological

• Radio Rooms (June 2006)
Supervisory Driver Handbook (May 2006)

Survey of Tasmania 72. [21 February 2006]

VICARY, M.
Additional map compilation and review of existing maps in western

An Assessment of Heavy Truck Safety in Tasmania
– release July 2005, author – Transport Engineering
Research New Zealand Ltd

Tasmania. Record Geological Survey Tasmania 2005/05.

Vehicle Information Technical Bulletins
and Manuals (ongoing)

An archaeological inspection of the Silver King main shaft area at

Industry Newsletters, including safety bulletins (ongoing)
Heavy Vehicle Inspection Manual (June 2005)

Annual Report

2006
70

DICKENS, G. J.

Mineral Resources
BOTTRILL, R. S.; MATTHEWS, W. L.
Occurrences of Gemstone Minerals in Tasmania. [6 April 2006]

BOTTRILL, R. S.; TAHERI, J.
Nature and origins of copper and tin-tungsten deposits in the
Balfour–Temma area, northwest Tasmania. Record Geological
Survey Tasmania 2004/05. [28 November 2005]

[20 December 2005]

WEBSTER, A. E.
Zeehan. Archaeological Survey Report 2004/01.
[15 September 2005]

Tasmanian bond system for mining and exploration
tenements. Record Geological Survey Tasmania 2005/07.
[3 March 2007]
Mineral Resources Tasmania – Annual Review, 2004/2005.
[15 February 2006]
Twenty-one flyers promoting Exploration Release Areas
were produced.

Tasmanian Racing Appeal Board
Established under Section 25 of the Racing Act
1998 and continues under Section 23 the Racing
Regulation Act 2004
The Board comprises eight members appointed by the Governor,
and a secretary appointed by the Secretary of the Department.
Mr Robert Pearce (Chairman)
Mr Geoffrey [Leigh] Sealy (Deputy Chairman)
Mr Graham Elliott
Mr Colin Saunders
Mr Bernard McKay
Ms Paula Murphy
Ms Rae Green
Mr Philip Wright
Mrs Julie Hannon-Barclay (Secretary)

Tasmanian Thoroughbred
Regulatory Panel
Established under Section 18 of the Racing
Regulation Act 2004
The Panel comprises the Director of Racing (Chairperson),
the Chairperson of the Tasmanian Thoroughbred Racing
Council and an independent lawyer appointed by the Minister.
Mr Tony Murray (Chairperson)
Mrs Kate Brown (Independent Lawyer)
Mr Geoff Harper (Chairman of the Tasmanian
Thoroughbred Racing Council)

Established under Section 18 of the Racing
Regulation Act 2004

Mr Tony Murray (Chairperson)
Mrs Kate Brown (Independent Lawyer)
Mr John Hammond (Chairperson of Harness
Racing Tasmania)

Tasmanian Greyhound
Regulatory Panel
Established under Section 18 of the Racing
Regulation Act 2004

Mrs Kate Brown (Independent Lawyer)
Mr Max Walker (Chairperson of Greyhound
Racing Tasmania)

Energy Coordination
and Advisory Committee
The Committee is established under Part 6 of the Electricity
Industry Supply Act 1995 to monitor and advise the Minister
on the adequacy of water supplies available for hydro-electric
electricity generation.
The Chairman is the Director Energy Planning and the
Secretariat is provided by the Office of Energy Planning
and Conservation.

Reliability and Network
Planning Panel (RNPP)
The RNPP is established under the Tasmanian Electricity
Code to have oversight of the Tasmanian power system
reliability and network planning.
The Chairman is the Director Energy Planning and the
Secretariat is provided by the Office of the Tasmanian
Energy Regulator

Code Change Panel (CCP)
The CCP is established under the Tasmanian Electricity
Code to examine suggested changes to the Code or the
identification of provisions in relation to which changes
may be necessary or desirable.
The Chairman is the Director Energy Planning and the
Secretariat is provided by the Office of the Tasmanian
Energy Regulator

Petroleum Products Emergency
Management Committee

2006

The Panel comprises the Director of Racing (Chairperson),
the Chairperson of Harness Racing Tasmania and an
independent lawyer appointed by the Minister

Mr Tony Murray (Chairperson)
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Tasmanian Harness
Regulatory Panel

The Panel comprises the Director of Racing (Chairperson),
the Chairperson of Greyhound Racing Tasmania and an
independent lawyer appointed by the Minister.
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Statutory Bodies

The PPEMC has been established to support the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services in his responsibility
for managing liquid fuel emergencies under the Petroleum
Products Emergency Act 1994.
The Chairman is the Director State Emergency Service and
the Secretariat is provided by the Office of Energy Planning
and Conservation.
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Non Statutory Bodies
Transport
• Australian Bicycle Council

• Transport Operator Accreditation Board

• Australian Motor Vehicle Certification Board

• Transport Certification of Australia Board (TCA)

• Australian Road Rules Maintenance Group

• Standing Committee on Transport (SCOT)
Australian Passenger Transport Group (ATPG)

• Australian Transport Council Working Group
on Scooters
• Austroads IAP Technical Feasibility
and Standards Sub-Project Team

• Accessible Passenger Transport National Advisory
Committee (APTNAC)
• National Taxi Regulators Group

• Austroads National Exchange of Vehicle
and Driver Information System (NEVDIS)

• National Transport Management Guidelines
Implementation Committee

• Austroads Registration
and Licensing Program Taskforce

• Standing Committee on Transport (SCOT)

• Committee for Advice on Recalls and Safety

• Australian Maritime Group

• Commonwealth Cross Government Proof of Identity
Working Group

• Heavy Vehicle Charges Determination/Road Pricing
Reference Group

• Heavy Truck Safety Advisory Council (HeTSAC)

• King Island Shipping High Level Working Group

• National Motor Vehicle Theft Reduction Council
• National Road Safety Strategy Panel

• Standing Committee on Transport Aviation
Working Group

• National Taxi Regulators Group

• Standing Committee on Transport Rail Group

• National Transport Commission (NTC)
Review of Administrative Arrangements for Exchange
of Demerit Points

• Tasmanian Freight Logistics Council

• National Transport Commission (NTC)
Review of Medical Examination for Commercial
Vehicle Drivers
Annual Report

• Performance Based Standards Interim
Regulatory Panel
• Rail Legislative Advisory Panel
• Rail Safety Accreditation Panel

2006

• Rail Safety Consultative Forum
• Review of Australian Standard - Rail Safety
Management Committee
• Road Safety Task Force (RSTF)
• Standing Committee on Transport (SCOT)
Rail Group
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• Tasmanian Road Safety Council

• State Bicycle Advisory Committee
• Tasmanian Bicycle Council

• Australian Transport Council (ATC)

• Land Use Planning IDC
• Pulp Mill IDC

Energy

• Ministerial Council for Mineral and Petroleum
Resources (MCMPR) and associated Standing
Committee of Officials, Task Forces
and Working Groups

The State Government is represented by the Office of
Energy Planning and Conservation (OEPC) on a number
of national forums and working groups reporting to the
Ministerial Council on Energy, in relation to:

• ABS Mining Statistics User Advisory Group

The Standing Committee of Officials;

• Australian Society of Exploration Geophysicists Data
Standards Committee

The Energy Markets Reform Working Group;

• Chief Government Geologists Committee

Energy Security Working Group; and

• Government Geoscience Information Policy Advisory
Committee and associated Working Groups

Renewable and Distributed Generation Working Group

Energy Efficiency Working Group;

• CODES Centre of Excellence in Ore Deposits
Advisory Board

The Office also participates in a range of other forums with
other agencies and industry stakeholders to develop energy
policy and regulatory frameworks for energy in Tasmania.

• CODES Centre of Excellence in Ore Deposits Science
Planning Committee

Forestry

• DPIW Application Assessment Panel

• Forests and Forest Industry Council

• Crown Land Assessment Working Group

• Primary Industries Ministerial Council Standing
Committee

• Groundwater Coordination Committee
• Inter-Departmental Oceans Policy Working Group
• Land Information Coordination Committee (LICC)
• LICC Sub-committee – The LIST Management
Advisory Group
• Mineral Exploration Working Group
• Mining Heritage Committee

Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Resources

Mineral Resources

• Natural Resource Management Ministerial Council
Standing Committee
• Forestry Local Government Consultative Committee

Racing Services Tasmania
• Racing Training Tasmania

• National Groundwater Committee

• Tasmanian Statistical Advisory Committee
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• Rehabilitation of Mining Lands Trust
Fund Committee
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How to Contact Us
General Enquiries
Mail

GPO Box 936
Hobart Tasmania 7001

E-mail

info@dier.tas.gov.au

Website

www.dier.tas.gov.au

Head Office:

10 Murray Street, Hobart Tasmania 7001

General Enquiries

1300 135 513

Emergency Contacts (24 Hour Service)
Roads and Bridges

1800 005 282

Traffic Signal Faults

1300 139 933

Transport
Registration and Licensing

1300 851 225 (cost of a local call)
03 6233 5201 (interstate callers)

Roads and Bridges

1300 135 513

Passenger Transport

03 6233 5193

Mineral Resources
General enquiries

03 6233 8377

Office of Energy Planning
and Conservation
General enquiries

03 6233 2009

Racing Services Tasmania
Annual Report
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General enquiries

03 6336 2450

Contact numbers are also listed in the White Pages
under ‘Infrastructure, Energy and Resources’.
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